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The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) seeks to promote innovative and experiential
opportunities for transformative learning, higher education, and ministry formation worldwide. The agency works
with key partners, churches, and institutions in Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe, and Eurasia, Latin American and the
Caribbean, and North America to offer connectional, contextual, and collaborative programs to support the Church,
the Academy, and the world. Among its various activities, GBHEM is responsible for two initiatives approved by
General Conference: The Methodist Global Education Fund for Leadership Development (MGEFLD) — which
includes the Grants and Scholarships Program (GRASP) — and the Central Conference Theological Education Fund
(CCTEF). The agency also maintains Regional Hubs for Leadership, Education and Development (LEAD Hubs) in
various locations around the world, has helped create and support the International Association of Methodist
Schools, Colleges, and Universities (IAMSCU), and works with regional education associations on five continents.
GBHEM is currently partnering with general agencies and other organizations to support important projects on
COVID-19 vaccine equity, mindfulness and wellbeing, net-zero emissions, human rights, and the promotion of a
culture of generosity throughout the United Methodist worldwide connection.

In 1972, The United Methodist Church reaffirmed its support of the 11 historically black colleges and universities
related to the denomination by creating the Black College Fund and this year we celebrate its 50th anniversary.
Support for the Black College Fund supports the education of world-changing leaders by investing in the hopes and
dreams of students from around the world. Continued support for the Black College Fund renews the vision for the
next generation of transformational leaders.

We celebrate GBHEM awarding more than 2,250 students a total of $4,084,979 in scholarships in 2021. These
future leaders range from first year freshmen to doctorate level students across the denomination. We are grateful for
the support received in recognizing United Methodist Student Day, World Communion Sunday, and Native
American Sunday which helps fund a portion of our scholarships. The remaining funds for these awards come from
gifts, annuities, and endowments GBHEM has invested and administered for decades.

Worldwide Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (WIDEA) is a strategic focus area for GBHEM to align its work
with the mission and ministry of congregations and constituents around the world. This renewed commitment
includes advanced staff development in intercultural competency, active listening, and a deeper understanding of and
appreciation for difference so relevant programs and services may be developed, offered, and implemented more
equitably and effectively.

GBHEM remains committed to building and sustaining collaborative cross-conference networks that foster
collegiality and guide credentialing for ordained and licensed ministry. We have partnered with conference leaders to
clarify the role of those in ministry while assisting in the interpretation and application of relevant paragraphs within
The Book of Discipline. We have supported the work of recruiting, guiding, and credentialing candidates and clergy
through the development of Passage — a comprehensive registry resource — as well as a virtual onboarding module
for new district and conference board members.

Hundreds of years before amazon.com, John Wesley stuffed the saddlebags of circuit riders with books of theology
and biblical interpretation — selling them to fund the movement while spreading it literally. GBHEM continues this
innovative spirit by leveraging social enterprise opportunities and creative partnerships as a way of reducing its
reliance on apportionments while continuing to focus on delivering the very best services, products, and programs to
United Methodist constituents around the world.

The same spirit of service and leadership that first inspired John Wesley lives on in each of us. Today, GBHEM
looks confidently to the future taking bold and creative action, remaining good stewards, and continuing to support
The United Methodist Church in innovative and meaningful ways.


