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Reverend Dr. Autura Eason-Williams was born June 27, 1970 to 
Robert Luther Eason and Tommie Dale Reed. Autura graduated from Kirby High 
School and earned her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Memphis, Master’s 
degree from Memphis Theological Seminary and Doctor of Ministry from Wesley 
Theological Seminary. 

Autura answered her call to ministry in 1997 and began her career at her home 
church Centenary United Methodist Church as a youth minister. She was appointed 
Senior Pastor at Calvary Longview United Methodist Church and Capleville United 
Methodist Church before becoming the District Superintendent of the Metro District 
of the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church.

An active voice against racism and injustice, Autura was able to successfully minister, 
build friendships and working relationships across diverse communities in Memphis 
and the entire Southeast Jurisdiction. She was an active participant in multiple 
community groups that were designed to enhance the lives of the underprivileged. 
She served as a founding board member of the Center for Transforming Communities 
and of US Making it Happen Shalom Zone, facilitated Formation for Ministry classes 
at Memphis Theological Seminary, coached for Center for Youth Ministry Training, 
chaired the advisory committee for Belle Forest Community School, and served as 
the Chair of the Memphis Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.

Autura served on a number of boards including Wesley Senior Ministries, Lakeshore, 
Wesley Foundation University of Memphis, Hannah’s Hope, United Methodist 
Neighborhood Centers, New Church Development, and District Committee on 
Ministry. She has led youth camps, Fall and Spring retreats, confirmation retreats, 
district and conference United Methodist Women retreats, Church Women United 
and Key Women events and preached for local church, district, and conference 
events.

Reverend Dr. Autura Eason-Williams was a daughter, wife, mother, sister, auntie, 
cousin,  friend, mentor and a colleague. She is survived by her husband Darrell 
Eason-Williams; four children Ayanna, John, Terence Jr. and Gwendolyn; bonus 
daughters Yakira and India; mother Tommie Dale Reed; three siblings Gwendolyn, 
Latricia and Thomas; six nieces and nephews Kristin, Eliza, Elena, DeAngelo, 
Malcolm and Byron Jr.; four great nieces and nephews Torian, Teri-Tess, Kai, and 
Elliott; and a host of aunts, uncles and cousins. Autura is preceded in death by her 
father Robert Luther Eason, her grandparents Freddie James and Juanita Eason, 
Floyd and Gennora Reed, and great niece Tori Black.
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A Service of 
Death & Resurrection

THE WORD OF GRACE........................................................Dr. Brad Thomas

PROCESSIONAL MUSIC*..............................................Cynthia Haley, Piano
 *all who are able are invited to stand

FAMILY PROCESSIONAL*

GATHERING..........................................................................Dr. Brad Thomas

GATHERING HYMN*...........“How Great Thou Art”......................UMH #77

LITANY OF LAMENT FOR 
REV. DR. AUTURA EASON-WILLIAMS......................Metro District Clergy

CHORAL SELECTION....“Angels” by Richard Smallwood...Metro District Chorale
Jessica Merriweather, Solo

PSALM 130..............................................................................Kristin Williams

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
   Isaiah 40:28-31..........................................................Rev. Dr. Birgitte French

PSALM 23*         

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
   Revelation 21:1-7.......................................................Rev. Dr. Deborah Smith

CHORAL SELECTION...“My Tribute”by Andrae Crouch....Metro District Chorale
Cordara Harper, Solo

GOSPEL LESSON........John 14:1-4, 18-19, 25-27... Bishop William McAlilly

HOMILY.....................................................................Bishop William McAlilly

CHORAL 
SELECTION...“Let’s Just Praise the Lord” by TD Jakes...Metro District Chorale



A Service of 
Death & Resurrection

PROCLAMATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS................ Rev. Dr. Cynthia Davis

WITNESS...................................................................Rev. Patricia Freudenthal
Jonathan Lewis
Larry Chitwood

Rev Herbert L. Lester, Jr.

SOLO...........................................................................................Eva Robertson

WITNESS.........................................................................................Erv Walker
 Karen Munson-Gray & Andrea Merriweather
 Tracey Mays, Daryl Lewis & Donnie Hill
 Audrey Reed Granger
 Charles Eason & Janice Reed Duvall
 Williams Family
 Gwendolyn Graham, Latricia Eason and Thomas Stone
 Ayanna, John, Terence Jr. and Gwendolyn Hampton

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN*..........“Because He Lives”.............UMH #364

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH*...........................................................UMH #887

COMMENDATION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING...................................Rev. Dr. Cynthia Davis

THE LORD’S PRAYER*

CHORAL 
SELECTION.......“Goin Up Yonder”by Walter Hawkins .........Metro District Chorale

Andrea Merriweather, Solo

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING................................Bishop William McAlilly

RECESSIONAL
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The family of Autura Eason-Williams extends their heartfelt thanks 

for your support, prayers and kind expressions of sympathy

Pallbearers
Thomas Stone
Christian Ross

Byron Conner, Jr.
Shaun Eason

Malcolm Eason
Donnie Hill

Committal Service
Paradise Gardens
184 Minnis Drive

Edmondson, AR 72232

Repast
Centenary United Methodist Church

584 E. McLemore Avenue
Memphis TN, 38106

Arrangements
ANTHONY FUNERAL HOME

135 South 16th Street & 200 North 13th Street
West Memphis, Arkansas & Proctor, Arkansas

(870)735-8680 & (870) 735-5040 & (870)735-5194

Programs

901.502.8829


