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Since 1914, Candler School of Theology at Emory University has educated faithful and creative leaders for the church’s
ministries throughout the world. An official seminary of The United Methodist Church, Candler holds true to the
Methodist value of ecumenical openness, enthusiastically welcoming students from more than 42 denominations, with
nearly half of Master of Divinity students coming from the Wesleyan tradition, including United Methodist, African
Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, Wesleyan, Free Methodist,
Church of the Nazarene, and others. Our student body reflects the diversity and breadth of the Christian faithful, with an
enrollment of 417 from 16 countries and 33 states, and 43 percent persons of color. This diversity is a blessing,
enriching our life together and providing a “learning laboratory” for ministry in the 21st century—ministry that
cultivates community across difference, welcomes all to contribute and belong, and embodies Christ’s love in and
among us.

Candler offers six single degrees and ten dual degrees, most of which are available in hybrid or online formats so
students can remain rooted in their home communities as they pursue their degrees. Our new hybrid Master of Divinity
(blending online classes and in-person intensives, launches in Fall 2023, and our successful Doctor of Ministry—with
its high 87 percent completion rate—is 90 percent online. Hybrid and online options are also available in the Master of
Religious Leadership and the Master of Religion and Public Life programs. Plus, Candler’s Teaching Parish program
allows student pastors to earn contextual education credit as they serve their churches. We are excited that these flexible
learning formats make a first-rate Candler education possible for even more people who are called to ministry.

Alleviating student debt through generous financial aid is a top priority for Candler. In 2021-2022, we awarded $7.3
million in scholarship support, with 100 percent of Master of Divinity students receiving aid. All Master of Divinity
students who are certified candidates for ordained ministry in the UMC receive full-tuition scholarships, and all Master
of Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, Master of Religious Leadership, and Master of Theology students receive a
scholarship covering at least 50 percent of tuition. Master of Divinity students also complete a financial literacy
program to strengthen their financial and budgeting skills and reduce debt.

Candler was recently honored as one of 16 theological schools to receive a “Pathways to Tomorrow” grant from Lilly
Endowment Inc. The $5 million grant will support Candler in establishing a set of initiatives to create an interconnected
continuum of offerings for the education of pastoral leaders. This will position Candler as a hub of theological learning
with multiple entry points, including The Candler Foundry, our innovative program to make theological education
accessible to the public, the United Methodist Course of Study, undergraduate classes, and a new venture, La Mesa
Academy for Theological Studies. Set to launch in Fall 2023, La Mesa Academy will offer diplomas in pastoral
leadership via a two-year hybrid program with courses in Spanish and English. An optional third year of study will be
offered to those aspiring to continue to a graduate professional degree at Candler.

This year, we welcomed the Rev. Dr. Brett Opalinski as Assistant Dean of Methodist Studies, a position made available
by the retirement of the Rev. Dr. Anne Burkholder. Brett is an elder in full connection in the Florida Annual Conference
and most recently served for nine years as senior pastor of Christ Church United Methodist in Ft. Lauderdale. In
addition to other pastoral appointments, he has held a variety of leadership roles in the Florida Annual Conference,
including chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry. He is deeply committed to working with students in discerning their
call, spiritual formation, and guiding them through the commissioning and ordination process.

Candler’s ability to fulfill our mission to provide the church with the faithful and creative leaders it needs depends upon
your prayers, partnership, and support. Thank you for the countless ways you advance this essential ministry in the life
of our denomination. We invite you to visit us online at candler.emory.edu.

http://www.candler.emory.edu

