Saint Paul School of Theology
Neil Blair, President

Educating tomorrow's leaders by offering on-campus, online, and hybrid learning courses at a FLEXible schedule,
Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary serving a diverse community committed to the formation of people for
innovative, creative ministry through rigorous academic life. Grounded in the academic study of faith and ministry,
theology is practiced in a traditional classroom and in remote spaces. Our contextual curriculum features Ministry
Collaboration Groups, Practicums, Spiritual Formation Retreats, and Seminars. Students learn from dedicated
faculty, experienced pastors, and community leaders about best ministry practices leaving our graduates with the
tools and first-hand experience necessary to meet the needs of a changing world.

We continue to implement the changes the last few years have integrated into our daily lives. Our weekly chapel
service utilizes a hybrid format, where participants may join in-person or online, allowing staff and students to come
together as one institution where all are invited to create a sacred atmosphere from wherever they are. In addition,
Saint Paul offers weekly Spiritual Formation allowing students to engage in spiritual practices led by Rev. Jen
Logsdon-Kellogg. Some practices will take us outdoors or to other sacred spaces, and others will have us connect
with community leaders.

Saint Paul welcomed over 30 new students for the 2022-2023 academic year. Enrollment remained solid for the
Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree program with promising growth on our Oklahoma campus. With COVID-19
restrictions lifted yet monitored, prospective students returned to in-person visits on both campuses, experiencing
community meals, worship, and the newly implemented "Hammock ministry" on the Oklahoma campus. The
admissions team continues to expand travel to meet new students, including the Carolinas, Washington, D.C., and
various parts of Texas.

This year we have focused on strengthening the Master of Arts in Christian Ministry (MACM) by creating two
specializations: Women, Society, and Church; and Social Justice and Advocacy. In each case, the student takes 22
hours of MACM required courses, and then the remaining 12 hours of the degree are feature courses focusing upon
the specialization. The two existing specializations, Prophetic Witness and Service and Deacon Ministries, will
continue to be offered as well. The Women, Society, and Church Studies specialization is also available in the MDiv
program, as is a specialization in Wesleyan Studies.

Saint Paul Board of Trustees changed leadership this year as long-time faculty and board member Rev. Dr. Tex
Sample concluded his term as chair of the Board. Dr. Amy Hogan, Professor of Education and Dean of the School of
Education at Ottawa University, has succeeded him as chair. Dr. Hogan possesses a deep reservoir of experience in
teaching, research, and accreditation. In response to President Neil Blair's announcement that he will retire on
December 31, 2023, Dr. Hogan appointed a search committee composed of faculty, staff, students, and trustees
charged with identifying Saint Paul's next president. The search committee is currently conferring with Saint Paul's
constituent groups to prepare the position prospectus that will describe Saint Paul's needs and aspirations to
candidates.

In September 2022, Saint Paul School of Theology hosted a review team from the Higher Learning Commission
(HLC), one of Saint Paul's primary accreditation agencies, as part of the seminary's regular reaffirmation cycle. On
November 18, 2022, the Higher Learning Commission notified Saint Paul that the commission "continued the
accreditation of Saint Paul School of Theology with the next Reaffirmation of Accreditation in 2028-2029." The
Seminary's Board of Trustees also devoted considerable time to improving its governance capacity. For example, in
April 2022, trustees invested a significant portion of their meeting in a facilitated Emotional Intelligence and
Trust-Building workshop.

Saint Paul School of Theology is blessed to be your partner in ministry and help those seeking to discover more and
answer the call. We are grateful for your support of our students and our seminary. May we continue to live into the
call of Jesus Christ to be faithful witnesses for generations to come.



