Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-/Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement™) is entered
into this 21st day of March, 2023, by and between Aldersgate Madison County United

Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §§ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffilialion Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing ahd all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decisior 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”).. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ji. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $11,038.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $33,111.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $59,299.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary éteps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are ‘
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all ot}uer damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

% «;:_7;:‘(/% Chair, Administrative Board Date\>/Z/ /07 3
m < C%ZQ\'_; Chair, Board of Trustees Date 3 /2 /’/ 2023

Representatives of the Annual Conference

4@ d"/ District Superintendent Date 3{21 /2023

Kﬁj’:j —E ! aq\[)\/ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ?/ Zc/ 2923
ar L 2/, 2oz

LenrFrea Feepe M&% @rstescliren” 4‘57
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE ALDERSGATE MADISON COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

1050 N. PARKWAY JACKSON TN 38305

1, Be 74-57/ ;Dg - e v , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
/4 /e Vs/d,'eré /. _ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on _March 21 2023 at a meeting duly

called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were A= .2 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is é g .

3. 3 ? voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 29 55 /
F3 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; 7O, 45 7

/g abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Bk Dot < CQL 0

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

Dg RICT SUPERINTENDENT







(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

_REGGIE BUCKLEY
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

Ly B

s

{02224756.1 }



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO §] 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 4th day of January, 2023, by and between Bear Creek United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

Page 2 of 6



3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until afier Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following;:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $958.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2300.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4946.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their ofﬁciai and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

iwes of the Local Church
, Chair, Administrative Board Date / / %/Z 3
/ L,%/-;a/x / 5 /23
LS Lon Chair, Board of Trustees Date l )

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date

fﬁMM ’/w/-:/:z
EM%B df&%ﬁw T@""’%L‘ﬁ—/ T"‘Jh S'//‘7"/'20 23
)
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE BEAR CREEK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 8231 CEDARFIELD RD PINSON TN 38366

SULS) P m \ul}u =) I\) , as the undersigned officer or authorized

de&gnee of Bear Creek United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Wednesday, January 4,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were b[ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragr7ph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
—O—  voted “No;” against disaffiliation; voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and (b—  abstained. Copies of the ballots are avallable for inspection upon request.

DAY Yot b

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

ﬁ“ﬂk—/

e




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transfersed (Attach copies
of deeds containing property descnption Ifmultiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be
é@ar CreeH Charch Rk 3% %) 210
fzz Ledor field R~ ,

Pinson_In 35364

BANK/FINANCIALACCOUNTS Listb POBO A [poo8

be released. in wtfnT“ B530Y
'\

PERSONAL PROPERTY- mém B < 3830

‘\/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

NoNE

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N ‘70‘
SECURED/UNSECUREDNOTES: N ) A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N ) A"

successoreNTITY: Do Creell  Commuoity Churcdh and Trub‘\'efb

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPOKATED ENTITY, D’? 504
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL +b
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) Ch U r(h

be poassSal
1CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT e usteesS
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFOR M,yﬂonm BELIEF. - 05

GE i" ICERIAUTH; ;R IZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement™) is entered

into this 27" day of Kebruary, by and between Bath Springs Decatur County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, ¥ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 7 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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‘3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disdffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church's completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local

Church’s authorized ’representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal

area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $984.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2363.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the curmrent year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4232.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to seitle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are ‘
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or- other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -
inthe real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants 10t to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where Jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date e 4. 77 Roz 3

_ZZ %_\Chair, Board of Trustees Date L ~2/7 - 33

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date 24 27 2o 23
“————-—ﬁ‘_

&/ 0 7? ' aQ-zQOM\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date j// 4 C// 2022
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BATH SPRINGS DECATUR COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2683 HIGHWAY 114 W. BATH SPRINGS TN 38311

/’
I, Sutanve jﬂﬂr Voun32 W , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Beb Spriws United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 27, 2023 at a

meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of |

Discipline.
2. There were / 3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

) voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 13 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and 7 abstained. Copies of the ballots are gvailable for inspection upon request.

Y v

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

5



-

- MORTGAGES:

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
' ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

olached

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released. M. bacley
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Tryclause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodisfc Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the followingi
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

“wnl

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY): "

£

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: (\l A‘ |

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATM
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: @\/
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

X Ao (22 c 0&(0‘\)
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
T / Czcrelf (smid I







Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference

As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 22"¢ day of March, 2023, by and between Beech Bluff Madison County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a

change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, Y 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements -
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

9. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date

shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local

Church’s completion of its local church conference vole and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any cOsts relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,638.00;

{ii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $4,914.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggfegate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $8,801.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church .
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

C. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary stéps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation, The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above propérties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys” fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

, Chair, Administrative Board Date ; -22 -2v23

40‘///7 ""/g/ Chair, Board of Trustees Date J—22~R2227
7

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%4&/ KQ @ District Superintendent Date mcz 22 2023

/
V Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / 2& / 2v 23

\
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE BEECH BLUFF MADISON COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

29 LUurRAY RD BEECH BLUFF TN 38313

I, ﬁﬁﬁ oc YN SHheeiar * , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
&a{ 5’ Yoe United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of

Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on _Mareh 22, 2023 at a meeting duly

called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were /ﬁ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is /.2 .

3. ,@/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/5 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

/@’ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT






Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 23" day of March, 2023, by and between Big Springs Hardeman County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to 92501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS,  2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing énd all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted -
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and Y 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor Jfor that period of time or .
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $361.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2151.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $3852.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof; are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all do cumentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary sieps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are .
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

-

77 %f é) éé;@ 1,477 Chair, Administrative Board Date I-.7 5‘2025

Chair, Board of Trustees Date 3 -4 Z ‘éﬂia

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/ /& ﬂ District Superintendent Date %{é .33 Zoz3

Kﬁu& B /) — Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / z g’/ 2423
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE BIG SPRINGS HARDEMAN COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

3825 BiG SPRINGS Rb MEDON TN 38356

I, /‘:%GA/C €s CoreInS , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
Bl SFPR/! AN & S United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on March 23, 2023 at a meeting duly

called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is

3. /,‘d voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ -§/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,@/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Dt B uty,. /M

OFFICER]AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF 'I%STEES

tormeedl) g

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT







Standard Form Disaffiliation A2reement—Name Conference
As mandated by 92553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 12553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26th day of January, by and between Bolivar First United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, 72553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of € 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.16(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
1o continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote fo the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question,

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church,

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $8396.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $20,151.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $36,089.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. QOrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

1 ﬁ ,}%a /7 " 4 Chair, Administrative Board Date /- Zé '}3
/ / %é’ Chair, Board of Trustees Date /~Zle 2<

7 7

Representatives of the Annual Conference

BPItED 40@4?& District Superintendent Date 4/2& zr2 3

gJV Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / 2

&<ﬂ) «K : % Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date V//Z %/ Zezs



EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE

OF THE M
MEMBERS OF THE @@NTReReper Bolivar Fresr UMC-

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
315 HONLROSS R LEXINGFON-TIN-38351
218 W. MaRikkeT ST/’, Bov VAR, N

, as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of ethodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
embers that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

i
Bd vak I can certify that the following events transpired as described: / /
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on 2 Cf 2 3
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as re 1red by t){e Book of
Discipline.

2. There were é 3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; LS voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and __9_——— abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE






Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 92553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 25th day of January, 2023, by and between Center Ridge United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 99 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 92553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1266.00;,

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3039.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5443.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation, The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the cf)mpletion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

.re Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Administrative Board Date /-2523

Chair, Board of Trustees Date l; 2522

Representatjves of the Annual Conference

RP7¢E W District Superintendent Date //25 /Z o2 5

M Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date L 2 ( 2 3
p— 7 7

%Q@K- Qﬁ\é—s T Wk [ hurtees Y/Z@/Zozg
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE CENTER RIDGE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
315 UNION CROSS RD LEXINGTON TN 38351

I, /ngfn a ?? fp‘ue :27 , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of €enter Ridge United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described: / /
23

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on s 202, >
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were Y (‘( ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 25536t the Book 0fRiscipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation, Y4 voted “Yes ” to disaffiliate;

and Q _— __abstained. Copies of the ballgtsare




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

@ﬁ _axtaphy n_a,»:t).

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released. Sz ot pdmo <.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust f:lause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: ﬂ 110

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: 7 | 5710

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION ﬂ DL

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVEIS
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFOR}L §! ANDR

.




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 9th day of January, 2023, by and between Concord (Decatur County) United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 49 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local
Church voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience
regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the
practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals
as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual

conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can
be released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from

The United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s
interest, on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and
intangible property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and

Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or
the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and
adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual
conference related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide
documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result
of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be
certified by an authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT
A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become

null and void.

2. Applicability of  2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 4 2501 of

the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in
trust for the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective

on the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by
Local Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the
Episcopal area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local
Church have any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said
date, solely responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church
choose not to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the
local church conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for
paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period
of time or until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is

afforded to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to

the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $688.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as

calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1649.00;

iv.  Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of
church’s Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual
Conference’s aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a

commercial annuity provider, totaling $2633.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was
received within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not
limited to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital
improvements, shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the

Disaffiliation Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and
liabilities, or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans
and liabilities, and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this
Agreement. Local Church must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual
Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B,
all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity

and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the
Cross & Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and

Annual Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all
documentation stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax
exemption ruling administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration
of The United Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have
been included in the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the

Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual
Conference and its officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs
(including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for
damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps

as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit
C hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church
shall be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim
Deed is accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property.
Local Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim
Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation.
The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above
properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers
or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate
with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions
convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United

Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members,
trustees, employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to
sue each other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees,
officers, representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities,
from any liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common
law cause of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all

other damages, whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference
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or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the
above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The
parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against
each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take
action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are

proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable

or contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date 7= 5 - adMQ®

hair, Board of Trustees Date l - q - ab A D

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date

?”U > 4 E_ %\ Authorized Member, B ate /// ?/ '2,3

: ;
/,ﬂ><1 xfj B . &ﬁ—‘z\« Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date l// Z'(e{/ 20723



EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE CONCORD DECATUR COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
715 CONCORD RD DECATURVILLE TN 38329

I, QOL )<& o I , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee @¥ Concord United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on January 9, 2023 | at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were _ 9 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
) voted “No;” against disaffiliation; Q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and 0 abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
ﬂm koo o
e Ca

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N ow-e

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Nove

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N O/

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: COncoed  hurch

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATIOI\&,T\!D BELIEF.

Ipe . K a5

‘QFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20th day of March, 2023, by and between Harris Grove Madison County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9§ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 4 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (f2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS,  2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 9§ 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted -
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null
and void.
2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
| (“Disaffiliation Date”). -The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized i;epresentative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual
Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $(1,475.00);

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $5,589.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $14,123.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement, Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. .
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Qrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are ’
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where Jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
Representatives of the Local Church

Y. m Chair, Administrative Board Date .3 - 20 - ,27 .
! /;

&~
' M @zy(&ﬁxu/(j}f{/;ﬁ%/ Chair, Board of Trustees Date 3— A0 -A.3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/4’”&/ AQ @ District Superintendent Date %&é L2 2023
A/J, \5 \ dﬁqéu_ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date j/ 24/ Zs23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE HARRIS GROVE MADISON COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

58 HARRIS GROVE RD HUMBOLDT TN 38343

I, /Ié v/'e Dz’ ’ :??'E’/'s , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
Aherers Egove United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on /%a_w% ZL at a meeting duly called
) o235 :

by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were /.5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is O

3. /d voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
pd

/5 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

é’ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

@7“ WQMQ@'MM

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF gRUSTEES
47{44 M‘?ﬂ

STRICT SUPERINTENDENT




ATTENTTON: DIV CHLE, Digh it Supermiendent=

- . e L o /6/LCDC
/ﬁ/egzé@ g’&/qcf,@,/w/é ol Gha q< Conterence &FJM%C{’;/) e

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT 77, /1 . Y.
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(ie., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided. '

Covoder, H poneop e = Deed Bl 44 frge-

Sz, S Ozl A

BANK/FINAPI” CIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Sy ue . attoe e :

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

\/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: MIA

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _A/, /B

‘ , 7,
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: }Zm@/ ;f“/f, e ﬂ/fuuc/r\,,
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMAT AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED PESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 30t day of March, 2023, by and between Henderson First Chester County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annuai Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation o accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $4322.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $17290.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $30965.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and labilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not
become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual
Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
Page 4 of 6



to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, frustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representativyocal Church
: Chair, Administrative Board Date_J -39 .3

f

Chair, Board of Trustees Date 3.3 2.0

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date _/_fg;fgal 30 2022
, ‘ .
B ‘ % Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ?/// Z(e,/ 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE HENDERSON FIRST CHESTER COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

131 NORTH AVENUE HENDERSON TN 38340

L C’ rasg Ca ey , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
fewPe /ngvd / i United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on March 30, 2023 at a meeting duly
called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

P There were &Z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is 5 Z "

3. / 3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

Q@ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; B4, o /

la/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

A5

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

- OL& Brrgenep disr —
') f'ﬂﬂf-)l. Pﬂwpggry

2) P liveend £ :;c},rf:r:

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X Al personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: -6~

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: f“‘él’

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION "@/

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: /57 7 Verponis 7 (Jypcy 0F Mewowes oo

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND

CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO/2,§ND BELIEF.

W i
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Nane Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement™) is entered

into this 16" day of March, 2023, by and between Liberty Decatur County United Methodist
Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United

Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of -
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local_Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted -
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). - The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized .representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $245.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $588.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $131.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1053.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are ‘
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing_as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

ﬂ]é QE)S g»&i A (.Q Chair, Administrative Board Date eet 14,205
%on@u% &‘@ N\h’m&%(:hair, Board of Trustees Datew‘l_(gi_g@ﬁ 3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

AQ @ District Superintendent Date %cé / é 2023

ﬂ(qj g y aﬂez/u\, Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date (// Zé / 2623
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE LIBERTY DECATUR COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
4921 LIBERTY ROAD ScoTTs HILL TN 38374

I El'enbeth Sco # , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of _< ¢B8g£.7°Y _United Methodist Church (“Church®) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on %54 / é/ Z02%

at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of |
Discipline.

2. There were __ 7/ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and 24 abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

~ .
Z,
Z W R a

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by | 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26" day of February, by and between Maggie Jones United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 4§ 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, ] 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to §2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1241.00;

ifi. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3073.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $9817.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

%/.(ZP) Chair, Administrative Board Date &) - 2L~ 23

?Me K/M,YDAChair, Board of Trustees Date_J.~3/~3 %

Representatives of the Annual Conference
%’ZM /{ﬂ / District Superintendent Date 2/25 / 2023

/@\Aﬁ@ é ﬂd‘\,\.\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ? 2% 2723
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MAGGIE JONES
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
8138 FINGER-LEAPWOOD RD FINGER TN 38334

L J‘é’? oW Chrper , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of /Hdssre FENES nited Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 26, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were /G ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
. voted “No;” against disaffiliation; /6 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and 4 abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

%m (Z%{fé?/wwb
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

8138 Finger L?—CL.OLuood R4 808 FHLQHJL/ L&Lmdr)oz] ﬁcf
FH'LQ?—RT)"L F3334. MC'NUU&M dbun’f'q fmqefw‘!/ 22321 MQN(U&\(/ (@LUTI‘7

DEED Beole, I )ﬂao:_ 389 _LDEED Aook ‘{-'JL 5wf<b‘+‘f DEED Book N7 Fee 4AH- DeeDn Book 44 pﬂc;ﬂ H-
 Ohue o — DeED Pook 129 Fages 631,683, @85
C,e,m?‘féﬂ

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: C; bank and t&of each account inw /} j trust clause is
be released. Home. wnkin '.’. C/’ecfinq N !:L@S whohe

Hom e an k: o: e,,@ /-’ unp
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Tiust clause is to be re?eased 1n: 7

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N ONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Alone

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N aHe..

Maaose Jopes MemoR iak /Ve,#z@q’zs+ Chuken
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: TR udlees: Rennie. PlunKk , Gingeg Hill g O ile_ LWhitten
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE
BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN

WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

1 CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF

MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.
S inde 12 )
M/),Aé?/ // 7. / Fea /e
\ i 7
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 7th day of March, 2023, by and between Milledgeville United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (Y 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of ¥ 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 12529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date

shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local

Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church'’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Pagymenis. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $3887.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3703.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $6632.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

C. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

1
i ,4:\&"«\ u%,vﬂ&\&g) Chair, Administrative Board Date 2 *ﬁw A3

air, Board of Trustees Datg_g -7~ 2

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%ﬁc&a K,& / District Superintendent Dat 27 o2
7 Zye_Distia e e tarck 7 2023
\M 1& N ﬂjﬁzﬁ.\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 9;/ ZC(/ zo 28

S
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MILLEDGEVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
98 MAIN ST. MILLEDGEVILLE TN 38359

I, 9&’? MDA ES' SARY , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Milledgeville United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

¥ The Church Council and members of the Church met on _March 7, 2023 at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were ! ? ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

( . voted “No;” against disaffiliation; / ¢ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and s abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

% M/f/v@c}ﬁ 24285 eq”)
5 Wiad - \.':_.-’ 4 [ 7
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

BH? Pné,:d qu Dp:ml Bk Sy Da 59z
Phjb 1qu [\k‘l&if"QS& Qg mQ{ui \J_t] E:\L j(gnc(f

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
_ Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

~.| All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: / /Q'

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES U/ 4

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION (U / /4

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: 0) /ﬂ

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

“Mareis Gluardie
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 19th day of February, by and between Morris Chapel Hardin County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline’), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, ¥ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 1 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local .Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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-3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $520.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1248.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2235.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
'referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
pérties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above propéfties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all

of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this-Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
Pt L.

\D on ?‘(2 r?d | Deurenee Chair, Administrative Board Date Feb. | e‘ 202 "

W ‘{/M:/ W Chair, Board of Trustees Date Z// 9 //2- 3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

IS /& g/)w District Superintendent Date % / q Zaéi'
@ ﬂ . aé’w»\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date iz/?(,/ Z°B
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFrFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MORRIS CHAPEL HARDIN COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
880 COFFEE LANDING RD. MORRIS CHAPEL, TN 38361

I, o(m'zl LGMEWCf,aS the undersigned officer or authorized designee of Morris Chapel
Hardin Courity United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 19, 2023 at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were Z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and i /@/ abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 5th day of January, 2023, by and between Mt. Carmel (Decatur County) United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist"éhurch within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, ¢ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 9 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Diséfﬁliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $530.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1273.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2522.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

’ AT Chair, Adm}nistrative Board Date | -5 - 2.3
"' T :
Q ‘ N “D U\Qj) Chair, Board of Trustees Date }» $=-273

Representatives of the Annual Conference
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, Wtendent Date ; g >
5W’V ~Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date f Yi
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MT. CARMEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

7WMT CARMEL ROAD, DECATURVILLE TN 38329
LN\ v Mm , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the
Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to
Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on

l Zg 23 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
noticé€ as réquirea'by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were ﬂ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Parggraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
' voted “No;” against disaftiliation; % voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and & abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

8740 Mt Carme | Youd
Decaturviile , TN 28224
DUEAr County, Toiresaels
Detcd Aole 30, rage 998
BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
bereleased. ¢ ¢ (,L,\Pi-ﬁ'{(.‘.‘lkéc‘;‘-b
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “Umited
Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N j A

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _N /P(

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

N

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

~ OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 11" day of October, 2022, by and between Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church
(Madison Co) (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United
Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 4 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Disézpliﬁe; Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church'’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the 'Diiajfiliation ;Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.
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ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately pnor to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling Q?_(LLﬁ_@

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

-4
by Annual Conference, totaling 3Y85w;
iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments O -

v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

H
provider, totaling Qs).on

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date. Tota/: #7175 25). ©
b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease

to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been

Page 4 of 6



included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5. .

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information ;equired by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed .prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from.such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as ‘needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
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employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

M W Chair, Administrative Board Date { 0//‘::/ WL

o v 7/
&W Chair, Board of Trustees Date / ol/[ / / 22,

Representatjves of the Annual Conference

/?77@& I(Q @ District Superintendent Date ﬂc/ // PO 22
6 ,u,ll B . Q/Z\O‘_L Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date (// Z<¢ / ZO 23
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MT. CARMEL (MADISON C0O) UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 3259 HIGHWAY 70 E. JACKSON TN
38305

ge) r , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on October 11, 2022, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were / ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; / 7  voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and /@' abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

y
W cac ///?}’L Jﬂ&?}ﬁ%
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

/;@e EXunm

fldtr




ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.
y 70E \)ack&on; | n.

N\Qi‘.e-—%ook # 8 Fbge 177 Bosk 59
No Dﬁ;er }OfOPe,r'\’i&S

BANK/FINANCIAL A .C(Ll;NTS: List bank and type of each account i which trust clause is
be released. BEnk of Javksen Simmons-CD (2

hetking  Mmon
PERSONAL %ROPER%‘Y: Trusf’(‘:,la&e is to be released in:

t/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N oNeE
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N ane

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: /0 jx /)/e —f@rm {neJ
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

TCERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF .

‘ ¥ 7_/3 !/?,L.
FFICER/AUYHORIZED DFESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-/Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 8" day of February, 2023, by and between Mt. Lebanon Decatur County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 9§ 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $611.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1464.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2622.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
/\
cﬁg e, P&A&L&[my . Chair, Administrative Board Date ,Q - ¥ 23

9
\/y\/\*ﬁ\v M‘J\\ Chair, Board of Trustees Date od - 823

P
Representatives of the Annual Conference P (e '/42, 5[ Dene Q// q )
% Brstrict Superintendent Date

%. z Zii Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 2/%/’7&1
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE MT. LEBANON DECATUR COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3255 MT. LEBANON RD. DECATURVILLE TN 38329

GCﬁLL \C? 4] )" (V4 , as the undersigned officer or authorized

demgnee of United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were [ 3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragre‘lgh 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; l voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and /@/ abstained. Copies of the ballots are gvailable for inspegtion upon request.

/ A

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

:z,/%/ 23



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

ﬂ'H‘cm}\uL , 1 st a‘F "Rm[ loﬁbpcr+: ene.[a.s;d

BANK/FINANC ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released. fttathed |ist ot Bank/Finanainl Recounts enclpsed.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Non e,

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _[\o ne

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION
None

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

W M OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
7\ M Lebanon United mﬁﬂﬁiﬁ Chwreh

3255 Mt Lebanon 2282 00 - uge

Decaturville, TN



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
: As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 29th day of March, 2023, by and between Mt. Pleasant Chester County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”). :

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

—_—

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 1 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
Jeast two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.1 of the Dz‘scip[ine, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released ﬁom the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the mterests of credltors and other thn’d parties only to the extent authonty is
given by the Discipline.” (]2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a speciﬁd circumstance in which prdperty subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requlres the terms and condmons of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Dlsaﬂiha'aon Agreement.” '
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
‘authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement. |

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 7 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Dlsafﬁhatmn Agreement shall immediately become nuﬂ

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 92501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tang:ble and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth hefein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”) . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance ofa pastor appozm‘ed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Dtsaﬁ" liation Date, Local Church shall be responszble for paying to
C’onference a sum equal fo the cost of salary and beneﬁts for the pastor for that perzod of time or .
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensatzon is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

--a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
- retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpald connectional for the twelve (12) months 1mmechate1y prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference totahng $979.00;

. iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated
by Annual Conference, totaling $2937.00; »

-iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00. .
Page 3 of 6



\.r. An amount equél to Local Church’s pro rata share, based dn a ratio of church’s
" Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual

} Conference’s unfunded pension obhgatlons based on the Annual Conference’s
' ‘ aggregate funding obhganons as determined by the General Board of Pension
‘and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5260.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received

within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited

to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

“shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall elther satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or a551gn or transfer such obligations to xts new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
" and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
.must prbvide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all Liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not
- become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “Uﬁited Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual
Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

‘d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease

~ to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been

included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation

, stating that Local Church is included in the denommatlon s group tax exemption ruling

| ‘administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United

‘Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in
~the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are ‘
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church ~
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agénis, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Q&'QM A o] 2% Lon Chair, Adﬁlirxistraﬁve Board Date 3-29-2023
Mq/uzjzwjl/ Qm Chair, Board of Trustees Date 3/ < 9// RIXY3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date ﬂﬁv) K 27 2023
x;[/ B ‘ aﬁz)\ v Authorized Merriber, Board of Trustées Date g/ ZS/ 20723

\
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE MT. PLEASANT CHESTER COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

1585 MT1. PLEASANT RD. BEECH BLUFF TN 38313

I, A//?ng(/ @4 rke/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
M p@ggpw" /Qgiorﬂnited Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Dz‘scz'pfz’ne of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Mareh 29, 2023 at a meeting duly

called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were /2. ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is ] .

3. @/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7

/2. voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,@’ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

%\MK keau&&uw— 7/)/)5&(?@/@4 379— M_\

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LYABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.c., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

Mount- Plessent W) 505 Mot Phesant P,
Feech BIuFP TH 38353

Deed Book 242  thae, 448149
Deed Beok 304 Pa;%e.. 643

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of eacc}ll'ﬂajgount in which trust clause is
be released. dﬁ,d&n e BW - ahg,e,k .(:uj aico

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released m;

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR EN TITY):

MORTGAGES: 5

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: -6

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION 5

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: 001395730
(F CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

r\/@ﬁd’({ma ;ﬁf{m

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26th day of March, by and between Nebo Henderson County United Methodist
Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United
Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null
and void.
2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible Jor paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pasior for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and

intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s

retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $2032.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $4876.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $8733.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement, Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectnate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of actipn for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,

employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each

other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,

representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any

liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common Jaw cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys® fees, expenses and all other damages,

whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church

ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or

persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing_as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Date_3 -2 4~27
Date 3 "% "}3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%ﬁéﬂ /(Q @ District Superintendent Date %o{ Zé/ 2022
/ (
%\eﬂ /‘? . ﬂﬂaﬁ‘“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 5”/ 2¢ / 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE NEBO HENDERSON COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

305 WHITE FERN RD BEECH BLUFF TN 38313

I, /6‘4 #f}'ﬁ/uﬂ g Y REFIEL D , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
/1/ g_éo United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on _March 26, 2023 at a meeting duly

called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were Z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is ’F .

3. 9/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

29 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,@/ abstained.

7

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

frnzs L) Coomp

DIS’IKCT SUPERINTENDENT




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

305 (Vhire Fem el Hendeon (Ou&”Z
Reech Bluft TN 383)3
OQ‘-J Boo ’J\OL] fa.}e_ 775

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUN

be released. (&e{j"”‘& ReaKl
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Tru AUSC D D€ TCICASCA 111, %

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

r (List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

—

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION
_VONL

sUCCESSOR ENTITY: Nebo Methedist Chore &

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) S he/ly 0 verman
Ceystel Meddans | Tessie Hals Casey Bleir

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

‘%Cé o T

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

ESTRIBBTONRSANa g N8 AT & Y8 % 4 g ~N g | -~ \ .




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 21% day of February, by and between New Bethel Henderson County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 4 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing.homose?cuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted -
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date™). . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized }‘epresentative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $628.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2332.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4176.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursnant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are .
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -
_ in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Rélease of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where Jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

EQ/% C?&’Q‘L Chair, Administrative Board Date ZMZ / MZB :
] 1
jémgj /% g QAQ? Chair, Board of Trustees Date 2 -2 } - N g

Representatives of the Annual Conference

WA &/ﬂf District Superintendent Date £ebs 2/ 2023

-

7

%&{[ B . Q& 0,\ = Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 95/ Z2¢ /Z © 23
[ / .
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE NEW BETHEL HENDERSON COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

6920 HiGEWAY 200 LEXINGTON TN 38351

1, {ﬂ?’/ € 22 A ton/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of New Bethel Henderson County United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote
of the Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant
to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 21, 2023, ata

meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were A / ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Mgthodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

@e -~ voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 21 voted “Yes,” to djsaffiliate;
and /Iﬂ abstained. Copies of the ballots are ayailable for inspection upo

z N
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use

(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

6T Wy 300, Lagindlon T 38551 .Uniarch ¥
Q&X\t\ﬁ{ﬁﬂww
3L Do S (ool TR 385
ISRV \-hvw\gu;ga_
BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
bereleased. ~ \ oSt N cichoed

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

/Al personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N 1 &

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NJ j A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION [\l’ } A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATIONAND BELI

YAy

' 0 FIC F‘RfAUTHORILP D l)lLSIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 19th day of February, by and between New Hope Henderson County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 4 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 1 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by 2 simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, I ocal Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disqffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligatior: to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Pavments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i, Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1546.00;

ili. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $4639.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $8308.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debits, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/__,, /%,,/__- Chair, Administrative Board Datg;;/ / 7]/ )—3

% Chair, Board of Trustees Date X /A3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%mcw /‘-& é/)_((f_ District Superintendent Date Fed / z 2023
7/
%i»/ B ) %f\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date y/ ZC/ 2023
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE NEW HOPE HENDERSON COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

4770 SHADY HILL RD LEXINGTON TN 38351

L &]44/ /O‘j—g:l”z , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of New Hope
Henderson County United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 19, 2023 at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were Qz_é ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
/ . voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 2.5  yoted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

and ) /ﬂ abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

4470 SHDY Hive Road Lex;ﬂﬁ“"ﬁh TN 3935/

37 gumpy )oungerman Road

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NowN&E

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: TEWTATWVE ‘“Necw fope Methodist (hurch *
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

TRus T6€ Pl Wy e .
W (ygER/A IORIZED DESIGNEE
TREASURE Q.. DAV 7 ’/20/2.015
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 19th day of February, by and between Old Center Decatur County United Methodist
Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United
Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (1 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple

majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). - The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized .representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
to continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from z‘hé date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -

until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i, Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $929.00;

ili. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3717.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as détermined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $6657.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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‘to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are .
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or- other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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_Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date oI —/ 2~ R -

Chair, Board of Trustees Date g"’/q .—07 3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

vf%«—w KQ 4»74 District Superintendent Date %é 7 % Loz 3
~
/ ;M B \ &\DL » Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date %/24( / 202 ?
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE OLD CENTER DECATUR COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
7980 THREE WAY RD BATH SPRINGS, TN 38311

I, Janice Smart, as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of Qld Center Decatur
County United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church members that was
taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on February 19, 2023 at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2 There were /5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United l\fléhodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
and

rl

voted “No;” against disaffiliation; /5 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Qo ot
i

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. Ifmultiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

014 CouterMethodist Chucch 79 ao/}"\mmﬁé}
Decatar Cou »dm w\fgs N

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List

be released. I . %) e CD‘ 6 w v\/\l
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause

All personal property, other than property bearing
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES:

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVEIS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

st

OFFICER/AUTHORJLILD DESIGNEE"




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 13" day of February, by and between Pleasant Springs Chester County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, Y 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS,. Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 9§ 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ¥ 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 92501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE:" Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference'’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church'’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Pagyments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1670.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1600.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2865.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to setle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,

employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way atising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

YU, Chair, Administrative Board Date 47~ 22
/ 1‘ /\,@ Chair, Board of Trustees DateQ\~~ / 3 - Q\Z)

Representatives ‘ﬁ.c Annual Conference
,/Zﬂw d’:yé District Superintendent Date Z{% 3 /2— 3

WQ {{ @ X V&)ﬂ\ N Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date %/ 24/20 23
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

__85 Bear Creek Road Chester County, Pinson, Tn. 38366
__Deed book CC Pages 283-284 Hardeman County
Deed book 130 pg 211 2 ACRES. Chester County

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

_ XX All personal property, other than property bearing
“United Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

__ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: __ NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _PLEASANT SPRINGS CHURCH

_TRUSTEE:BOB TULLEY (CHRM),TONY HARRIS,JUDI CONCIALDI,

SHIRLEY MAINERS AND. NORMA TULLEY.

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF. 5

f\/ /mf)rb#t?/;,& 2\/)
OFRICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 13th day of March, 2023, by and between Potts Chapel Madison County United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the

United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of '
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). . The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop jor the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or -
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1325.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3181.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5697.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
éarties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are .
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

de/léu;f C%‘ézr élg;#ﬁ:Chair, Administrative Board Date 3./3.23
. ‘T‘l/c /;/fc—f;t Q %/@\{/ tl)m Chair, Board of Trustees Date S5 )7~ 2 ‘3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/ j 4”9? District Superintendent Date %a{ /3 2oz
m B aﬂ\[‘— Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 7/ ZC/ 2323

\
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE POTTS CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3475 BEECH BLUFF RD JACKSON TN 38301

I, ’4‘/4 ja LN som— , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of 2s “Chnpoe/  United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on %ﬂ c LZ 2823
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of ~
Discipline.

2. There were M ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

2. voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 22 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and 2. abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request. ,

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

/%mz ’Z 2023



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided. Barll docon fchi -

Jarkson  TM.
PoHs chapdl 3495 Buck Blul{ Rd
Jacksen , 7MW “a8301

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: /9/

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: /9/

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION /@/

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: 2
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Ry e

OFFICER/AUTHORIZEDDESIGNEE
We ply hars & bark accosd.

Le land LAz
0 o ot oWt VAl
¥ Chuteck Akt ot —




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 29th day of January, 2023, by and between Shady Grove (Henderson County) United
Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the
United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting™ at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above. LANGUAGE TO BE USED IF LOCAL CHURCH
CHOOSES NOT TO CONTINUE WITH APPOINTED CLERGY FROM CHURCH
CONFERENCE TO DISAFFILIATION DATE: Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date
shall not occur until after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local
Church’s completion of its local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local
Church’s authorized representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal
area shall have any obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have
any obligation to accept clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely
responsible for selection and supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not
fo continue its acceptance of a pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church
conference vote to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to
Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or
until such time as another appointment providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded

to the pastor in question.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $967.00;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2322.00;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00.
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4156.00;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
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to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause
of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent

they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
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Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

J/gﬁ’ W Chair, Administrative Board Date / —& q ’0’2\5

_&%&_QM_CMH, Board of Trustees Date / ~29-23%

Representatlves of the ual Conferepce /2, D
2?\/ fet /{—- (=04 é/ }q
Dlstnct Supenntendent Date )

M& Authorized Member, BéiSiSisssssbat //ZZ/I 3

N E ~ d%‘-\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date C /7o 22



EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE SHADY GROVE HENDERSON COUNTY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

3700 HIGHWAY 412 WEST LEXINGTON TN 38351

P +& /’2/’)015 , as the undersigned officer or authorized
demgnee of Shady Grove United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on January 29, 2023 ,ata
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were / é ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Parggraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 2é voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and _&— abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

e Lgni

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be __Provided.

Jhody, Husvt UMC
fiotore gL 5668 phug. 121
A 38351 R sfinitsn ) TH 38351 |
Bk it~ Feit 3 ) M%l 40t MﬁMM dauth ( Dee ijk

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is _ 7 }
bereleased. See affa chment f? r IR (=

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v~ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: HNeorw

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION I e

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Q% Jg@ @ W

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

- S
Wi L 22 / /mM ZM .
OFFICER!?UTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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