Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 30th day of September, 2023, by and between Bethpage United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.16(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

Page 2 of 6



2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$7.801;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $10.364:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $12.090;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. OQrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
Representatives of the Local Church

,%\74/ %M/Mhair, Administrative Board Date q £ A3

Chair, Board of Trustees Date Qﬁ N "’;'3’)

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/Q 0/\/'0”""6 /%\ ' \/\/“M “C—Pistrict Superintendent Date 7 - 3 v ‘)\3

/
Q(/ b("\/ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /"’//0/ 20z73
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BETHPAGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 3140 HIGHWAY 31 E, BETHPAGE TN
37022

18 ﬂ? (C})d (& :r@ &) NSO N , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of BCU\FA.%‘ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
[ can certify that the following events transpired as described:

he Church Council and members of the Church met on
5&4"‘ ?0 AN 2.2 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notlce as requlred by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were | { ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

l voted “No:” against disaffiliation;

/ ’ 7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

m abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

<} MZ@/&L/ . / W

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

340 Hwy 3\-E Be;fkpag& yIN 27027 — SumuesCs .,
Beok 144 fpg 738 and Book 3975 Aq gcq- 31|
~Chueeh hutlding pevilion and gplm{ gﬁofarné
- A storage bmHAZvLjA Gondents of all.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

x All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Non e

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:  Nan e

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION __ None

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: New name—= Bethpage CommuniTy Church
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) See addiTional page

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 16th day of September 2023, by and between Douglass Chapel (“Local Church”) and The

Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, ¢ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -
198;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2.408:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $3.552;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nching in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Repre}%s%ocal Church
Chair, Administrative Board Date ? ~/ [ -2 j

Chair, Board of Trustees Date q \ \@ ) 13

Representatives of the A ual Conference

/? W OMK N ‘”i/Lt‘—Dlstrlct Superintendent Date 1 I/ / / )

{%“—/‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date Q2720273
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE DOUGLASS CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 2141 LONGHOLLOW PIKE, GALLATIN
TN 37066

I, OM&/] %% , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of 00‘3{ é}_ %a{ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

I The Church Council and members of the Church met on
g ﬂvf)“f' }Lﬂﬂy ?022 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were @ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
D voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
CB voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

0 abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OIMO %aé( WX@

OFF%ZR/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

2141 Long Hollow Pike Gallatin, TN 37066

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Regions Checking and Savings

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
X All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NA

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NA

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NA

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: DOUGLASS CHAPEL METHODIST

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

é#FICER/AUT}fURIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 6th day of September 2023, by and between Gideon UMC (“Local Church™) and The
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual
Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual
Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local
Church voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience
regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the
practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals
as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual
conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the
provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can
be released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from
The United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s
interest, on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and
intangible property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and
Judicial Council Decision 1379,

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is
hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or
the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and
adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual
conference related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide
documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result
of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be
certified by an authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT
A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.



b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become
null and void.

2. Applicability of 9.2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in
trust for the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective
on the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s
ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

Q. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual
Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

il. Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months
immediately prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual
Conference, totaling $1,964; ' ’

ill. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as
calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $5,844;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

V. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of
church’s Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual
Conference’s aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a
commercial annuity provider, totaling $8,371;

V1. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was
received within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not
limited to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital
improvements, shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the
Disaffiliation Date;

VIi. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church
year beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and
liabilities, or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans
and liabilities, and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this
Agreement. Local Church must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual



Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B,
all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity
and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

C. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the
Cross & Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and
Annual Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all
documentation stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax
exemption ruling administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration
of The United Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have
been included in the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the
Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or
dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual
Conference and its officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs
(including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for
damages to persons or propetty resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps
as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit
C hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church
shall be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim
Deed is accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property.
Local Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim
Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation.
The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above
properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers
or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate
with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions
convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United
Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members,
trustees, employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to
sue each other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees,
officers, representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities,
from any liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common
law cause of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all
other damages, whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference
or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the
above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The
parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against
each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take
action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are
proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing_as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General




Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable
or contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

ywhe Local Church
A ﬂ Chair,  Administrative Board //I ZZ Date
Chair, Board of Trustees Date a ’ fé-) - Q 3

entatlve of thual Conference
District Superintendent Date ? - la - 13
% \2\; 2 B . A‘QX&/JJL Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / O{ 2o / Z° 23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
é OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE L (Lbuv\ UNITED METHOpIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: _ ) U2Y  G1dian ek
el 36793

I, /}%/ // ,/%’/ %? , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of o’)g/;aa/z/ United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1 The Church Council and members of the Church met on

, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were &L{ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
02 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

O'Z 9\ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

< Z i AR g F
/ & TE\LSTU_C/g

FFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
' LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building,
Parsonage, cemetery, etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds
or survey containing property description. If multiple properties, attach a list on a
Separate sheet.) : X

Gideon Methodist Church ~ /  Heed Bwd /Uy " /744t g

2428 Gideon Rd 2 Deed Bk ¢ ‘ﬁm; G077
Greenbrier TN 37073 I Rebarlson fo.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust
clause is to be released.

SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

PERSNONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X_ All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist Church” or
the Cross and Flame
____ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property, that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

NOWE

EXISTING LIABILITIES: (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES:__NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:_NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION__NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: __ by Al hers/

(IF CORPORATION PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME, IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST

OF MY KNOWLEZ E, IIZ'RMATION AND BELIEF.

U
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED'DESIGNEE

Erilc SwlFE T
CRAIRMAN 0 F TRUSTRES




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 8th day of September 2023, by and between HAYSVILLE UMC (“Local Church”) and
THE TENNESSEE WESTERN KENTUCKY Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 4 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3 Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
372;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $405;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $575.00;
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above propetties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

@é\;‘ W‘?@ Chair, Administrative Board Date ?~ % - 2023
?@6 . M\OI\M €hair, Board of Trustees Date /o /Z,a /1,\,7;3

Leom T 1Yo/~

epresentatives of the Annual Conference

Ak Mé/%l MMW District Superintendent Date ﬁ - gﬂ Ao 9}?

/

</—) 2 DL\"‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date =% -2 7 - 202 3

C/Hﬁ" Q//) qul //L’ ‘ [O/L‘/’Y ~\

HALY
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE HAYSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 143 HAYSVILLE CIRCLE,
LAFAYETTE TN 37083

i @é& éM , as the undersigned officer or authorized
3 4
designee of :H(_Aeﬁ\n l ! ¢ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

The Church Council and members of the Church met on
Q W‘bm Y L) XY | at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notlce as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were _ z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

(/}—,Zéa%/ lLp Meaelog

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFF’iCER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e, church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

‘G\\ \’l)fCiu\_S\/”\e Clr‘c,\e, mea?)eﬂ'e‘—!’u 570%}
m\‘acoy éoo;u’\j \‘ —Tp/ -~ Deea) ook é V3 QPC*SQS kS “'17
Mo Deet beck ‘F pas< 22513

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
e e, [

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: M ONe

* SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N ONE.

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N 9) /J E

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: H asvi)e memoc)‘& Ch MO A
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) %—“‘r‘*ﬁ{e Sore ~p Bovnie Rauly

Sh?) e Dozier
1 CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Chuond Doy

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESJGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 19" day of September, 2023, by and between Key Stewart United Methodist Church

(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist
Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting™ at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$3.508:

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $15.543;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $19.932; |
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

/;my entatives ofthe Local Church
4 /T
m ‘QO/[& Chair, Administrative Board Date ? /7 ‘77 &
% / j‘»{’ Chair, Board of Trustees Date ? -/9-27

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/@ W )/\/AM’U-—‘ District Superintendent Date 7 - / ﬁ\hg\z
@ %) D/ — Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 9- 27~ 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE KEY STEWART UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 166 DOROTHY JORDAN AVE, GALLATIN,
TN 37076

0 épﬁéi W (f; 7,6,;» k , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Ke:)_g’l,lmhd‘ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

I The Church Council and members of the Church met on
S ‘/(’?’t‘bvw\«,\r ] q ) a\Q ’}\3 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were%‘3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7 CD\ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Ui ok R,

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i-e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All Iisted information must be provided. o e

lob Doeotuy(Jorzpa~N B

//d 7 Bfocﬁ\&: De .
/A/(C:S/— /)/')w’(,f]\/j/-

Blpthe JF -

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Volunteer State Bank-See Attached

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

__X__ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)
See attached

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: SEE ATTACHED

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: SEE ATTACHED

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N/A

MeTHooisT
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: KEY-STEWART METODIST CHURCH
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFOWON AIZ‘WF i
207/
bl : e

OFFICER/AUTHORIZE%E’ESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference

As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 18" day of September 2023, by and between Liberty United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 99 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vore. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 92529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il.

iii.

1v.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $

-138:

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2997;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s .
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $2356:
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,

2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. 3 HLLD. o Dhw

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Ijgaﬁves of the L
%g_] e s \ad e \ Chair, Board of Trustees Date 9. /2— <023

Representatives of the Annual Conference

G -
/QQ, Oﬁf\/vz\) K lﬂ ‘\MM&«— District Superintendent Date 7 - / g 9\3
C‘j\ [/}\A Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date § ~€2-Z 8253

Date 9“/'{:\/2023

Chair, Administrative Board
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE LIBERTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 1130 LIBERTY LANE, GALLATIN TN
37066

I f/&w Ve gf(:,_\,{f/l}m/)

>

, as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of L,\ lﬁ'@" [;) United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the
Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1 The Church Council and members of the Church met on

a1 : ” s
Bha r‘)/“' A b I &6 !, 9\\59% at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

<
2. There were 0/ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
& voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

o
=

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

S*;« l/w//éﬂ PNV

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFI(QZR/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided. )

& ,&W/ Methecd 15 5 C’/\/a/a S
/30 u//ﬁ@fﬂ/ ') (_pc /Ll &,ﬂfﬂd s S Dot

= 7
f,)etcyb} a '{j%&cl&p .

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trqyausc is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following;:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

{
MORTGAGES: AM/A

/
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: /\/'// A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION ___AJ ’[/ A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: A/ / A
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) ™\
ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE I}ND COBRE)CT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO AND BEL“}EF 574 g

/. *"\ /,/’;

TEAnlY St A Fronp  $EZ f)
~ OFF ICER/AUTHORIZE“ DESIGNEE

k‘

Jojred AeRtion .ngqu ope Nobase - §/s0/2)




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 9§ 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 27th day of August 2023, by and between New Chapel UMC (“Local Church”) and The

Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 99 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 4 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (9 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 92553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$3.860;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $9,910;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $16.452;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other fransactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

ﬁpresemaﬁves of the Local ghurch
N Pf ZW M\ Chair, Administrative Board Datecf 23 €7

Chair, Board of Trustees Date é/z '/7/2 7

epresentatives of the Agnual Conference

N m "(/L"'\"District Superintendent Date ?/ A 7/ 9\3
O 1 {
Q(/ Q M‘/\‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date Q[’_z_z[ 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE

New Chard
MEMBERS OF THE M UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
|

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 50 b HW"\ lﬂ LJ
Sl\w‘»w}-(fu)«t) N N7

s , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

The Church Council and members of the Church met on
A\A/\\/.m— 2_7 QPDNB , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as 1equ1red by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were 3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
q voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

,,? g/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

g

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

4

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

FICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

NEW CHAPEL UMC, 5016 HWY 49 SPRINGFIELD TN ROBERTSON COUNTY TE NN
MAP 090E GROUP A PARCEL 15
MAP 090E GROUP A PARCEL 16
MAP 090E GROUP A PARCEL 17

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released See attached list

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)
NONE NO EXCEPTIONS

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: SEE TRUSTEE LIST
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IN FORMATI?D BELIEF.

: o

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 29th day of September, 2023, by and between Old Hickory UMC (“Local Church”) and
The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il

1ii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$8.468:

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $9.239:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $13.126:
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

%{/ 5@2«4/4 Chair, Administrative Board Date ?é?{/ F3
V ’ { hair, Board of Trustees Date 7 - 2? ~ Qg

Representatives of the Annual Conference

PN C/7""7</<; L\LMM——District Superintendent Date ﬁ ~21~AP
- I

Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date __ (0~ 10 ~Z 3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE OLD HICKORY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 1216 HADLEY AVE, OLD HICKORY TN
37138

I 37:% 244/‘(;4 yAS , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

Ik The Church Council and members of the Church met on

, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were3 ) ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
S voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

9\ (.D voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

@ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Mc /Q/é;c/ //%M

C .+ /

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED IéSIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

ENeLosep — DEEDS For
CHUEecH BID&G — /216 HADLEY AVE OLD HickoRy TN

B 37737
VACKINT 0T~ [2IS MHADL EY AVE, OLD HickorY, TN 37/29

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
bereleased. Si=& ATTACUHED ~

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

l/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Aoz

SECURED/UNSECUREDNOTES: A/ O/ £

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION // O~

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ArTHCHAEd LUy CORPoRATEN L0 foremtiean
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE®AMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) ,,, aittachaoc/

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIFEF.



PR ia G

FFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO € 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20th day of September, 2023, by and between Palestine United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 4 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 42553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$2.979.

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3.847;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $5.078.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

W\W W W Chair, Administrative Board Date Q/ 2 0/ L3R
air, Board of Trustees Date éﬁf;ﬂz

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/@A/ OM,[ /( \/‘J‘IU*AADlstrlct Superintendent Date Q/__ p ~A3
C) /Z 2\.——\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date §-23 -2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE PALESTINE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 2715 OLD HiGHWAY 431-S,
SPRINGFIELD TN 37172

/%/ 7(7/ /ﬂ\k /Wéfd\/ { , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of pﬁﬂ 23 74&41 United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

il The Church Council and members of the Church met on

/ 0/ 20/23 . at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
7 7

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were / Q ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
< voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/. voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate:

"6" abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

- L N | o
/ TR BELTS
OF FIC R/@TITORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (1.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

Q118 Old US bHwu 43\ Sovth
H%_A%EMd - 37118
Deed ook 0-835 296 ; LY -56a

A\ @ cCcousrde foo.q,-‘eo\jr\ Srima*ﬁe,! ™

Ry 18l

BANK/FINANCIAL A

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause 1s to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: | A

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: {\s\ AN

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION pJ \Pc % _
Rickie Allen, Do+ Bos e, La.rrb C.DFFI:JC,E:J

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _Janus Juckson, Mawu Net| Magler, Sharon i bertson, Tt 9 .
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY!

PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 16th day of August 2023, by and between Pleasant Grove UMC (“Local Church”) and
The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 42553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
500:;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $938.:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $1705:

Page 3 of 6



vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debits, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 3.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church » )
. VAP S G/ 1p ) ot
7y g/ < {7¢»—"  Chair, Administrative Board Date / 4/ / 2.0 ,25
/T N . 2 / 7
, % %”/Q%/ “7&hair, Board of Trustees Date f// J S 21035

P>

Representatives of the Annual Conference

N - OIIWSK HM—‘Distﬁct Superintendent Date Y / l 6‘/ 9\\‘59\3

| 7 I
92 %‘»\f Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date %/27/202 51
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
t OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE P {M Gm v¢  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDR'BSS OF CHURCH: Y31 @W éﬁ” @J

WG TN 32188
/ No. M. BQ Mas the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of ?L{,wd é”w“KUmted Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
[ can certify that the following events transpired as described:

The Church Council and members of the Church met on
AMM"’." [ ‘o Ad 3\3 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notlce as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were /O ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Di cipline.

O voted “No;” against disaffiliation; p //Z/K

/ Q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

6 abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFT ER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a scparate sheet.)

Pleasant Grove United Meth

1
3851 Pleasant Grove Rd., White House, Robertson County, Tennessee 37188
Attachment: List of Real Property with Address, Book/Page and Use /copy of original Deeds.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

___ X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:  None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION: _None

Brenda Bilbrey, Jennifer Covington, Karl Covington, Betty Monaghan,

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: and Kay Covington, Trustees, Pleasant Grove Methodist Church

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IN FORMATION AND LlEF

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE BETTY yGNAcﬂAN nwéms CHAIR



Attachment to Exhibit B

Real Property: Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church, 3851 Pleasant Grove Road, White
House, Robertson County, TN 37188, Deed Book/Page and Use. Copy of Deeds attached.

Brief History:

This church was organized in 1821 by Rev. David Jernigan and Rev. Edward Edwards on the
property of Rev. David Jernigan, located on Jernigan Road in Robertson County, TN. It was
referred to as Jernigan Campground. Camp Meeting were held at that location until the
following land on Pleasant Grove Road (Deed 1. 1830) was acquired from David Jernigan and
his brother William Jernigan and transferred to the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and became known as Pleasant Grove Methodist Episcopal Church. By 1845 due to the divisive
issue of slavery the church became Pleasant Grove Methodist Episcopal Church, South and
remained so until 1939 when it became Pleasant Grove Methodist Church. To the best of our
knowledge in 1968 it became Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church.

Deed 1: 1830 Deed- Book W, Pages 302-303 from Rev. David Jernigan and William Jernigan-
Three and a half acres apx.-Camp Meetings were held until a log structure was built sometime in
the 1830’s. Within these three and a half acres a portion of the real property was established as
a Cemetery around 1840. The existing Church was built in 1857 on this land and is still in use.
This building was also used as a School until 1910. A fellowship hall was constructed in 1997,
loan fully repaid April 1998. Attached is a transcription of this Deed, due to it’s age it is difficult
to read.

Deed 2: 1921 Deed- Book 73, Pages 178-179 from H. S. Adamson-Two plus acres were purchased
as “burying ground” and established as a Cemetery in 1921. Over the years Pleasant Grove
Cemetery was established as a separate entity and operates as a Tennessee non-profit
Corporation independent of Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church providing maintenance
and improvements to these sections known as the Pleasant Grove Cemetery.

Deed 3: 1974 Deed-Book 179, PG. 269 from James F. Eddings-0.46 acres more or less conveyed
due to a change in the location of Pleasant Grove Road.

There is also a Deed to: Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church Cemetery Trustees, John W.
Cook, Trustee ET AL in Springfield, TN, recorded December 5, 2000, Record Book 647, Page 406,
from the Covington family for 15,664 square feet of unimproved property bordering the back of
the Cemetery. It is unclear whether you require a copy of this Deed. | will attach a copy from
my personal files for your review.

Betty Monaghan, Trustee



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference

As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 22" day of September, 2023, by and between Statesville United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist
Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 9§ 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.  Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

327

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $635;
iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $818:
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
u‘iﬂesfs;anothﬁr;appﬁinﬁnent of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Orher Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,

Page 5of 6



whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Repre tat S yf Logal Church
"7} Chair, Administrative Board Date 7’ 22-2 5““’*"‘“*
Chair, Board of Trustees Date 6) -7 / -2/ 2/3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

RW : C/7WZS K‘ ' (’\/“u”(" District Superintendent Date 3 ~ AL~ R
‘?%l\d 75 . dﬁ‘\ 6—-—»—« Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 7 C’/ Zo / 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 9¢ STATESVILLE MAIN ST,
WATERTOWN TN 37184

A :Z ‘
I, QN Ve d( , as the undersigned officer o authorized

designee of S’h\j‘Q V\)\‘L United Methodist C

hurch (“Church?) certify the vote of the

Church members that Wwas taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council
+MLLF &3\ QNQ\},atame

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2

and  members of the Church met on

eting duly called by the District Superintendent after

There were z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

ED DESIGNEE
FICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZ
OFF



November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

= (rv /fzfs ment ﬁ?%Sﬁ//c, QMC WiLSon CoanTy
§EK Pﬂhﬁﬂ;‘ 7/ 5“/1?51/ //e %&wm e
| WateZapn, T BTVT Y
ALl S . 55-4,,674:,4,- Gnd Fc//w).s’/ St /)

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in Wthh trust clause is
bereleased. SEF B TTHCHEL. ﬁﬁ'ﬂfk STHWTEMENTS:
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

¢ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER QF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: /), #

SECURED/UNSECUREDNOTES: /Y e

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION /]/// ﬁ

7
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: //0 ﬁe’ _/'ﬁ&ﬁ//ﬁ’"l ﬂfea(
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

;IC/}?’R/AUTHOQI%D DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference

As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 15th day of September 2023, by and between Walnut Grove UMC (“Local Church”) and
The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of € 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements

~ and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 92501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be ;:ffective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

it.

1ii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$5.741;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $5,933:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference's
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $8.899;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
_ or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities

of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

3 Ol
L‘)iu*':»\s ‘\'ﬁ %w"@«.’( Chair, Administrative Board Date | I5-23

M /%.,. Chair, Board of Trustees Date f’ —(f~2%

Representatives of the Annual Conference

P G =a0
j@a C/)‘: “ / %[({ District Superintendent Date /-l 3 LQ

ﬁuj 8 &Q—QW«. Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /°/ ’L"/ 2623
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE WALNUT GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 4101 HIGHWAY 76, COTTONTOWN TN
37048

I, 'D‘ilf.pll zn M liYe J(// e ) . as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of U&lnq} € feni< United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

ik The Church Council and members of the Church met on

Qc’p]n' mlpes (150020623 » at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were 3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
30 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
& abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

gﬂ?\,wk\/w\@ et O&jmw, e e,

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

4101 Hwy 76 (s toww 7w 32042 Lok Y, Page 13 Chorch
119 Dushy Loy Gthe Ans Tw 37095 Book 192 Poge [60 %/Smayc

¥ Nl ooy 7 Glhrtiws 7w 3204¢ Bosk 127 Dnge 3\ Comelar,
w ( NoY Leliqued + hewe lpeet Forned suwer 5 U/)/llf/ﬂlr/AJI/)

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in;:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

~ All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nowne,

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Mowt

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION Apwf

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: [Velwd Grove Chpred Tepslees Sheplen Maceil, Lynn tad el

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

TU,(/MI [4// P&//h(/ 7 ﬂog‘r/ Pon/
I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND

CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Sl V. e

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 30" day of September, 2023, by and between Willow Grove United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist
Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (1 2501.2)

WHEREAS, q 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
469;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1.295:
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $1,997;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Date 7 -3 2477
Date 7"3 O 3@4 g

Representatives of the Annual Conference

W C/}"}’ﬁé& ' L\/‘\l'[""*—[)istrict Superintendent Date q ~ ? v ;}
(&) W\/\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ~ / 0/ f"/ 25
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE WILLOW GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 340 HONEYSUCKLE LANE, BETHPAGE
TN 37022

il %Wﬁ(p/ W , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of b\l XW éfd\/*( United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

The Church Council and members of the Church met on

=
‘ . BD / AN 9\3 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were 1; ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

l voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

& fppoLocce Qococdieacss Biite émw

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church
building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed information must be
provided.

340 Honeysuckle Road Lane
Bethpage, TN 37022
Trousdale County

Church Building

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be released.
Farmers Bank, Westmoreland, TN Basic business checking account

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist
Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

NONE

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: WILLOW GROVE METHODIST CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE
BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN WHOSE
NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

CHARLENE JENKINS

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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