Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 12th day of August, 2023, by and between Cedar ValleyUnited Methodist Church (“Local
Church™) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the ‘United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9§ 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 4 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iil.

v.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $908;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $1,362;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$1,935;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another

appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the
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b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $

assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be bomme by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorney‘s, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

(E'QA,O L M Chair, Administrative Board Date 8 -ld~-a D
| ¥ J/LE M W Chair, Board of Trustees Date R- D - ;3

Representati Mual Conference
/db 5 District Superintendent Date - [222

%/ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees  Date Y-22-2%
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEeMBERS OF THE CEDAR VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 4941 Hicaway 128, LinpEN TN 37096

I, \_pl So. -L\u n+ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Cedar Valley United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 12, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were ‘O ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

1O voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

ot Wl Sone i /i
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use

(i-e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
Al listed information mustz.e provided. 4
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BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOU_NDTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. ‘%Qr\\( ofF erry Qaun‘h/ (CHF\CC:L/J r\j) La ﬂd@l’), TN

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust claise is to be released in:

v Al personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nene

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Nnne_

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION i\!o NeE.

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: [ edar Valley Chucch

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) Se¢e attache

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Lo Nt

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Exhibit B Attachment

NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE

Lisa Hunt
Michele Jones
Kathy Pevahouse




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 19th day of August, 2023, by and between Clifton United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (1 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, q 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and q 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

1v.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,745;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $7,663;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments, $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$7,439;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totalling $23,064.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

')( m Z’// ,70%% 2 / Chair, Administrative Board

ir, Board of Trustees

Representatives of the Annual Conference
% ﬂﬁé\A District Superintendent

?\ﬂu’,{ B.. Osﬁﬂbo//&- Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFrFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE CLIFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
304 WesT PriLLow STREET, CLIFTON TENNESSEE 38425

. .
I, a’ To , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Clifton United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

L. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 19, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were [/ 2 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

'é,, voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ 2 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

FFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
’ ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
Al listed information must be provided. '

C}\wd{\ 304 (,Uggﬂr Pillow SY. L1 e TR QYL
Pasncge. 306 AJesy Pillow SA. A1i1%en T 30425

Moo OSOR ﬁw? E‘S_ Pweel 021,00
Deed Reck. /5 poge 577 and Deed Book-N page 30|

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause-is
bereleased. CeNelar Fund CHECNG AccounT + Sunday Setool Fund AT

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in: Peofres Bnp 1N CuPron TN

N/# Al personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

N [ﬂ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: MONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NoNE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NoNe

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: CuproN  CommuniTd CHulcH
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

Mmige HALTup, Eddie Kew€eY, AuTlY Godbew, EARL CoolC
I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION %
. A

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
TRusTee CHAMLMAN




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 17th day of August, 2023, by and between College Grove (“Local Church”) and the
TEnnessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 47 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“*Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 4 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and

Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
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behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of

the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation
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Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

it.

11i.

1v.

V1.

Vil.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $4,324;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $14,753;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$18,428;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;

If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for

the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
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that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totalling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or

C.

assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property

and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
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Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
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that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with
The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/Q W/w W Chair, Administrative Board Date <‘?( \77 ) 23

\’\ D‘—wg e, % \Q%hair, Board of Trustees Date © L1 l k)
Represen;wes of/the Annual Conference
l"{ _ District Superintendent Date 8'/ [ 7/ (=4

e

9 , /Z L Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ¥ -272 - 23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
8568 HorToN Hwy, COLLEGE GROVE TN 37046

Dtna o . (-
I, E "“L}’N / Tt cATAcAdwme, as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of College Grove United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 17, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline. e ‘)}k

2. There were ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

7 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

S 2 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

{ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

G

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
N R ™=

N




_ Peggy | 'Augustine
. Makenzie ~ {Augustine
/[ Charlie | Augustine
«/ Janna Green  Augustine
. [Jimmy Baker

/ Sherry Baker

Stephanie Baker

| Samantha Baker
_/ Wayne Barnes

/| |Vicki Barnes
L .~ |Robert Battle
7 ulie 'Battle

Robert, Jr. ' Battle

____Joseph ‘Battle
./ |Dana Bauguess

./ Marty Bauguess

/. Stacy ~ Bell
./ an Bell

v~ | Delacy | Bellenfant
~/ |Sherry Bellenfant
Emy Joe Bellenfant Bilbrey
./ {Embreelr. Blackwell
-/ |Betty Jean Maxwell Brady
v/ |Hayes Brownlee
/. [im Cataiano
/. |Beverly Collins
‘Ruby Moran Covington
L/ [Jimmv ~ iCromer
| [ohn ~iCromer

20



_ [Culberson

“Lynn

~ | Dorris

(Claudia Smith

~IFlippen

Jerry

Flippen

Nancy Jean

Ford

David

Gill

SRR

Karin

Gill

Jamie

Goff

Gracie Jo

Goff

Jasper Whit |

Green

Ann

Haley

{Anne Stem

Harper )

Raymond

Harper

:Donna

Hazelwood

'Rebecca Dee Tackett

‘Hughes

Deborah Wilkinson

Jean

1 Zack

Johnson

SN

\Betsy Hyde

Johnson

FIRST NAME

LAST NAME

Debbie

‘Lorow

<

Renee

Martin

Robert

McMurray

Frankie Gene

McPeak

Robert (Bob) Jr.

Moran

' Diane

Neal

Kenneth

i Neal

Evelyn

Neal

' Leigh Crowell

i Pettus

AU

Bl

1



~ Rayann Waddey ‘Potocik
';\/‘ ‘Paige Mclain | Rams'eyy
/) Jay ' Ramsey
__.Kirby Reed
. Mary Margaret Tackett Reed
___iGary | Rumpp
| J Jackie | Rumpp
/| Maggie | Samolis
Mary Lizzie Sledge
./ Phoebe Smith
~/ |Donald Smith
_ |DrewBayley Smith
-/ [Erich Smith
____ Bobbie " Tackett
/| Teresa | Thoni
v/ Carllr. Thoni
_/Kristy Threet
v/ Chris Threet
'/ [Hudson Allen 'Threet
A/ Joan 'Veach
o Clifton Veach
o~ Georgann Thoni Waddey
‘, {Danny Waddey
~/ Mary Ann Warf
~ {Wendell Warf
\/ |Elaine Watkins
Jack | Wienser
f]j'_onna | Wienser

_wiliiam:

A AN



Mike

'Williams

Betty Lou

%Wilson

'Mike

'Woodside

‘Woodside

RN

Lynn




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

B5LE Notom Huay Co“PGPGrO\)C’ N 37004
W (liamson Cmr\N

Book Y4 5) Dama 19 &

use. Church! bulilbng & pacsomese

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. LS Pank th’(l,k'\/\ﬁ actount

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: —~0-

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _eon@€

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION (lone

SUCCESSORENTITY: _Jhe Church o3 College (T rove

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIFEF.



Bill Pettus, Finance Chair

(‘—\}acki Rumpp, Counci} Chair

{02224756.1 }

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

.9 L S0

David Gill, Trustee Chair

CHead bl

Leigh Pettus, SPRC Chair



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 8th day of August, 2023, by and between Elkton United Methodist Church (“Local Church”) and
the Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, q 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and

Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
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behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of

the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation
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Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iil.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$2,771; B 2216.00 .

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $3,949;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health

Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling:

8788 [

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;

If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation

Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for

Page 3 of 6



the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling: $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or
dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.
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6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.
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9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

M&Q’%&w Chair, Administrative Board
‘(‘\B\A_&xm &E@Wm Chair, Board of Trustees

Represﬁ/ll%ual Conference
M District Superintendent

O(/’- /2 VM\/\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED
REAL PROPERTY: Physical A?ddress, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property descfiption. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

See Schedule Attached

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. See Attached Schedule

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property. other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame

All personal property. with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: _NONE
SECURED/UNSECURE NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION: _NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ELKTON METHODIST CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY.
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) SEE ATTACHED
SCHEDULE

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

CAROL H. CARY @/uwj Ce oy

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO € 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 11th day of May 2023, by and between Eureka United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation
Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification
referenced in Section 1 above. Notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date shall not occur until
after Annual Conference’s ratification, the parties agree that upon Local Church’s completion of its
local church conference vote and execution of this Agreement by Local Church’s authorized
representative, neither Annual Conference nor the Bishop for the Episcopal area shall have any
obligation to appoint clergy to Local Church, nor shall Local Church have any obligation to accept
clergy so appointed, and Local Church shall be, from said date, solely responsible for selection and
supervision of its own clergy. Should the Local Church choose not to continue its acceptance of a
pastor appointed by the Bishop from the date of the local church conference vote to the Disaffiliation
Date, Local Church shall be responsible for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor for that period of time or until such time as another appointment

providing for equal or greater compensation is afforded to the pastor in question.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $ 4,908;

iii. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $ 5,029;

iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0;
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v. An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $

9,492;

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or
dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such

entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
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needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no

pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
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releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
Representatives of the Local Church
KMLZ( yZé~_ Chair, Administrative Board Date D X t>]

/
Ertign, / /VWM\ Chair, Board of Trustees Date J -/(~)<
S /

Represengatives of the Annual Conference
/‘) é/mm District Superintendent Date 5 '/ /'Z.B
Q{/. }Z \/L al Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ¥ -22-23
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEemBERS OF THE EUREKA (HARDIN CO.)
Unitep METHODIST CHURCH
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
1120 WAYNE RoAD. SAvANNAH, TN 38372

At

I, }Qnﬂ\gm\/ A ey Wl Uf \ :/)% 22 5 <. [/ff[ T the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Eureka United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph
2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on May 11, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were Z :g ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation; 25 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
and O abstained. Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

N
W2 Jey, 77200 [ [P

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

Jhis




EUREKA MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

" ’U’( Last Name

\ “AUSTIN
BAILEY
BAKER
BAKER

+BAKER
BAUGUS
BLACKSTOCK
BLANTON
BLANTON
BLANTON
BLANTON
BONEE

+BONEE
BONEE

_BONEE

BOSWELL
BURNS

BYERS
CARROLL
CARROLL
CARROLL
CARROLL

«CHRISTOPHER
CLEMENT
COSSEY
COUCH
COZART

L—~CROTTS

CROTTS
DAVIS
DAVIS
DESHAZIER
DESHAZIER
DUNCAN
FOSTER

First Name

LISA GAIL
KENNY
GLEN
LINDY
MARY
CHARLES LYNN
JEAN WHITE
BONNIE
CHAD
CRETIA
KERRY

JOE
MELINDA
QUAID
SHELBY
LORI

EMILY
CINDY
BRANDON
COURTNEY
GREGORY
JENNIFER LOUISE
JACKIE
MIKE

REBA
CHLOE STAMP
BRENDA J
CATHY
CHRIS
JESSIE
KRISTIN
JORDAN
MAZIE
LINDA
DOROTHY



EUREKA MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

Last Name

FOWLER
FOWLER
FOWLER
FRANK
FRANKS
FRANKS
FRANKS
FRANKS
FRANKS
FRANKS
GIBBS
GIBBS
+“GRAY
“—GRAY
GRINDER
GRISWELL
GRISWELL
GUINN
HANDLEY
HANDLEY
HANDLEY
HANDLEY
+HARMON
HARVILLE
HOSEA
HUNT MCCASLAND
HUTCHESON
HUTCHESON
LLANCASTER
LEECE
MANSELL
LMANSELL
MARSHOCK
MCFALL
MCFALL

First Name

BILLY

KAY
SHIRLEY
NATHAN
CODY
DANIEL
JIMMY MILLARD
KELCEY
MATTHEW
STANLEY
JEFF

PATSY
CRYSTAL
EMMA
JON

GARY
TERRY
DOROTHY
CARLA
KEAGAN
KELSEY
SHERRY
LINDA
CONNIE
RICKEY
ALLISHA DENISE
SAMANTHA
VIRGINIA
VICKY
CHERYL
GARY
GENEVA
PATTI
CASSIDY
CASSEY



EUREKA MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

Last Name

MCFALL
MILLER
MILLER
AMITCHELL
AVIORRIS
NICHOLSON
PARRISH
PAULK
«QUALLS
—REYNOLDS
REYNOLDS
REYNOLDS
ROBINSON
L-ROBINSON
ROBINSON
OBINSON
ROSE
SNODGRASS
SNODGRASS
STAMP
STANFILL
+L~SULLIVAN
AANNER
~TEDFORD
+USNER
WATERMAN
WHITE
WHITE

First Name

RIVER

CRYSTAL

KEITH

MASON

LINNY

ANNA

JAIME BLANTON
LEONARD
GRACIE
ANTHONY
KAILEAH
NORMA

AMY

CATHY

NATHAN

SARAH

JILL

JAMIE

JODY

JASON

KENNA

CHERRY

SAM

MARCIA

LiZ

DESTINY STAMP
DEBORAH YVETT
ZACK



November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

EUREKA UNITED METHODST CHHRCH
1120 WAYNE ROAD

SAVANNAH, TN 383472

HARDIN COUNTY

DEED BOOK 633 PAGE 56

MAP & PARCEL: 083BF 001.00 2.1 ACRES

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

X All personal property, with the exception of the
following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: CB & S BANK, SAVANNAH, TN
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: SECURED NOTE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION: N/A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _EUREKA METHODIST CHURCH
(UNICORPORATED ENTITY)
(VICKY LANCASTER, MARY BAKER, ANTHONY REYNOLDS--TRUSTEES)



(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

VICKY LANCASTER, LAY LEADER

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

{02224756.1 }



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 14th day of September, 2023, by and between Evans Chapel United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 4 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of

the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $546;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $596;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$847;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Oreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatjxes of the Local Church

)< r Chair, Administrative Board Date & /Y 2223

MJ\N/\[\C: @ S Chair, Board of Trustees Date Cl -(%-9 5

Repres?ives of the Annual Conference
M[L District Superintendent Date ?'/ 4”265

C(})Q ' /\-/“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 “(2 20273
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEeMBERS OF THE Evans CHAPEL UNiTED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3027 CLirToN Tpk, WAYNESBORO TN 38485

L },\ )Oﬂ G (\,\B( (O ) , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Evans Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 14, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were 4j ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

__6“ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

4’ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

é abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

ﬁ%@ﬂ& Ve %é ;

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e.,
chureh building, parsonage, cemetery eie.) of Real Property 1o be transferred {Astach copigs of deeds
containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed
information must be provided.,

N S

,M_%LMMMKQ
Cosery” | Jnne.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of cach account in which trust clausc is be
released.

Trust clause is to be released in:

\/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nore.

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Mo'-ﬂ./

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION }\\‘JWQ,

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: E:[mn thgl &uxﬁ_ t ;E(_M nLed ngg.)
(i CORPORATION, PROVIOE CORPORATE NAME. i UNINCGRPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION _ RELIEF.
I(us{’a- ) Elan.s CLFI CLWJZ. M %ﬂ/
]}; Q OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
n ¥ ]
fa Brnes Arr‘k" Kd‘lj Edm Lca#

1-5“& Mewoi
aymend Movrou

nclall Meorvord
canne Hoqcl




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by ] 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 23rd day of August, 2023, by and between Fullers Chapel United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, q 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ¥ 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9§ 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

i1i.

v,

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -101;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $1,203;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$1,709;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $1,575.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing_as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

)‘Q%ﬂ/?i&/Q{, %ﬁ Chair, Administrative Board Date } / ;23(/ gg

52_%/‘\ Lﬂjr )J\/R/\ M\ Chair, Board of Trustees Date 8 )3\7) )&5
o U

Represe;hﬁv%ﬂmual Conference
. g/ /
Mé District Superintendent Date 25 [

Cy] . ﬁ, \/L*-\' Authorized Member, Board of Trustees  Date Q.27-2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE FULLERS CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
68 FuLLERS CHAPEL Rp, LEoMA TN 38468

I, 4’\/ \ S"" \l par 's q 5 Len dq) as the undersigned officer or authorized
/o

designee of fFullers Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 23, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were E ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

[

O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
abstained.

Coples of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

W%f\ M

\ MY
OFFIC AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties. attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

ER Fullas CJ\G%L\ g Q\ L(-DMCK n 38FCET
Layyrence Cow \‘*T o
Deed KT %ﬁ & 1b2-IbY
Deed Pk J mejc,\} 2 Deed Beak Wy gﬁ
BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. YFU-\(SIY vatn@IS=C, e L@) tios< \Aor\?,pa\, ~Chee Kl t-(%
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

&/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame

~ All personal property. with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: _/\J_GNQ_,
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: M@

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION U oA

: - am Flat) Sg de\F[QH‘
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Fu ’ lGTS C‘QGD@\ Nos vy e h\v ; 'S«* Mieder Yqese
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATIF NAME. 1 UNINCORPORATED rq TITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICE

UTHORIZEDDESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9§ 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 19th day of September, 2023, by and between Highland United Methodist Church (*Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il

iil.

iv.

Vi

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $ (298);

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $3,325;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$5,075;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or

C.

assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing_as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

>( (‘ ,OXM 0 /ﬂQLUJb Chair, Administrative Board Date 9‘ / Ci' (Q\/j)

M_ Chair, Board of Trustees Date O\‘ Q-3
Representativ %n:ial Conference
¢ Is District Superintendent Date ?’/ 7’6

9 g w\_A Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _to -s0 - 2028
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFrFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEeMBERS OF THE HicHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2800 LAWRENCEBURG Hwy, LAWRENCEBURG TN 38464

I, Hﬁl\o / C( y()u V\S , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Highland United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 19, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were \E{ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
\ 4 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.

2800 Lawrence bure Hlue
Laire n(jj:_’_é Urg. W\ 5540 &
Wfbgl/w Co 1V

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference?

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY =

MORTGAGES: A/ﬁ/%é
SECURED/UNSECURED NoTES: /W07 Ne.

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION /V& He

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

1 CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CQRRE/T
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BE: :="

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESiioo-



HIGHLAND METHODIST CHURCH

Harpeth River District of the TWK Conference

Highland Methodist church here by request to begin the process to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church for reasons stated Below.

For the reason of actions or Inactions of its annual conference Related to the practice of
Homosexuality related to these issues.

Signed below

: (
Church /Administrative Chair ﬁﬂ Q‘,_ LSe Vs

</
Finance Chair n))yri Cfu,uz‘o
Trustee Chair C)L/C//yn@z, dﬂ‘ﬂ//m,

PPR Chair (!O%WLP C/ﬂwwd

Dated 5/31/2023



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 22nd day of August, 2023, by and between Loretto United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“*Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iil.

1v.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $7,511;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $21,081;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$32,017;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Date 5 "15’5
Date &-1z-2#

RepremAmual Conference
M D) District Superintendent Date g- ZZ"@

, S vy
&}Lﬁ 5. ﬁ/‘z{?ﬁ&'& Authorized Member, Board of Trustees  Date _<(/ 2% / >
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEeMBERS OF THE LoreETTO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
213 WEesT COMMERCE STREET, LORETTO TN 38469

I, / L ,64,91/ /% , as the undersigned officer or authorized

Lot Vil peor
designee of Loretté United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members

that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of

the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 22, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.
<

2. There were ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph
q voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7 }' voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

%bstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

)



November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

See E\c"\: l:f.'l' 1 'DQ(' '—DCCC(S

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released. 555 é,‘/l;lp c.’(' 2

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

K All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ,Lb ReETo METHEOIST Q HURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) §ee &vhibit 3

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEE.

r']

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 8th day of August , 2023, by and between Lynnville United Methodist Church (“Local Church™)
and the Tennesee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 9 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 4 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of

the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

VL.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation,Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $

255 $2291.% |,

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $ 6,844;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments, $ 0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health

Benefits using market facégrs similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling
s12259, #9775,

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date, $ 0;
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b.

C.

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, $0.

Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
Representatives of the Local Church
:Jﬁv/‘// /}/ﬂ /\jaq Yd Wy Chair, Administrative Board Date & g’ 2/3
¢

Chair, Board of Trustees Date 8/ “ L’\

ot

Repre7ﬁMnnual Conference
/“( District Superintendent Date 6’g 'Z}

Q : ﬂ . M‘-L"“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees ~ Date ¥ - 23- &F

/4
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE LYNNVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 143 Bucc St, LYNNvVILLE, TN 38472

I, %M W [‘ZLIL ,// %@/ D /L/ld as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Lynnville United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 8, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.
iscipline -

2. There were 2/\ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
Q/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7\ <voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

&

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
. e
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 14th day of September, 2023, by and between Mt Hope Chapel United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 9 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, q 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and  2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of q 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,472;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $3,576;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$6,274;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
T & Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
. - Z
% - Chair, Administrative Board Date JZ%;/WS
X %W Chair, Board of Trustees Date 7”* / q" 2023

RepreserZ/es of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date ?’/ %'Z;

O LA\,\, Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 10 -10 2423
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VortE
OF THE
MEeMBERS OF THE M1 HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2510 Mr1{HorE Rp, WAYNESBORO TN 38485

I, Caﬂ d,L H 0 H/ lv /} /’)}f ce Rr CW/( s the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Mt Hope United ILlethodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 14, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were '/1g ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

/ ) 6 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

d abstained.

va

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.c.,
church building, parsonage, cemetery eie.) of Real Property fo be iransferred (Attach copies of deeds
containing property description. If multiple properties, atlached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed
information must be provided.

i uj.jx LnC
P,
0 b Hope K, Jdapesbon 0 3ES”

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of cach account in which trust clause is be
released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nove

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NCM/

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: <

(F CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. [F UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Teurkes It thpe Chunll k(é}?CER/AUTHORI/g{Ean%é‘;GNE
Sl—cplyﬁ uoﬂ‘ axlir )
My Mol

g&: Lol

fGinen &" ;(“:n

2):.'3 ’\f)«}wf\




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 29th day of August, 2023, by and between Mt Zion United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (““Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 4 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il.

iil.

iv.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $454;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $798;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$701;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such 'debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

)( y air, Administrative Board

XM@ /o g aﬁ[ Chair, Board of Trustees

Repre?ﬂves of the Annual Conference
/I/(é' 8 District Superintendent
Q. i M‘*———’ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE MT Z10N UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
1626 WEsT PointT Roap, WEST PoIinT TN 38486

I L; rn[/; 6kp‘ﬂ' ' \/ﬁ I lw,m 6’3})3\(&?%5 the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Mt Zion United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 29, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were Lﬁ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

(.0 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

O AAD et

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Locate

(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemelery etc.) o
of deeds containing property description. If multi ple propert

All listed information must be provided.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause 1S
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trustc

se is to be released 1n:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

———
—

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: _@_ -

ECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: sz

HREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION @(

“‘A ‘ A.\‘

OFFICER/AUTHOR




CHURCH ADDRESS-
1658 WEST POINT ROAD
LAWRENCEBURG, TN 38464

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS
EMPLOYEE RESOURCES CREDIT UNION
2135 NORTH LOCUST AVE

L AWRENCEBURG, TN 38464
CHECKING ACT

SAVINGS ACT

TRUSTEES
WILLIAM STEPHENSON
SHERRY HYDE

JAMES HYDE
MORGAN BROWN
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 9th day of August, 2023, by and between Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, q 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$1,916;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $ 1,250;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments, $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s

unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate

funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health

Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $

_3349; 8 20‘57-09144/, upddhed nuuloer.

VI

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date, $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or

C.

assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys” fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

‘ &
%&& ;\N\\R\\\\Q\N\\{\Ghair, Administrative Board Date Q\ (%&Q‘ 8}%
W y%;;x?ﬂhair, Board of Trustees Date  S(~Fv ? »Z}

Represent%of the Anpnypal Conference
//I -
ﬂ%\ _~__ District Superintendent Date @ 7" 3

@ . /2 ]v/[\fs Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ®-22-23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE . '

MEMBERS OF THE PLEASANT HiLL UNiTED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3025 PLEASANT HiLL RoAD, PROSPECT, TENNESSEE, 38477

: ~
@%\LL 1. \tﬂ(\( \QQ\NEI\} , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 9, 2023, at a

meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were l [ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
! l voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.,

Mgllied Bz ug,

OF F ICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

oy

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(1.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

3025 Pleasant Hill Road

Prospect, TN 38477

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and tvpe of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION None

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Trustees of Pleasant Hill Methodist Church

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEE.~
£ e/ o
OFFfCER/AGTHORIZED DESIGM::E\

(¢




Trustees of Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church

Paul T. VanManen
Kenneth Hargrove
Tracy Hicks

Dennis Skinner



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 10th day of August, 2023, by and between Prospect United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with ] 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, Y 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il.

iil.

iv.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $
1,806;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $ 5,397,
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health

Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $

9,599; ﬁ'},(plg,‘” W wada&fall}.

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $ 0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $ 0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Oreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Date // ¥ / 3
Date é‘ ;25

Representatives of the Local Ch

// %/fff%ﬁ// @%7/((2}@@ Administrative Board
%*u@b@ é&/ Chair, Board of Trustees

L

Reprc?ﬁives of the Annual Conference
M/ %\/\ District Superintendent

Ca) »’2 Mv Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEeMBERS OF THE ProsPECT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 235 MAIN STREET, PrOSPECT, TN 38477

I, E\ fwbﬁ“w\ §+an—Card , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Prospect United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 10, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.
2. There were 71 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
E voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; 2\ ;\lb
abstained. %
Copies of the ballots grg available for inspection upon request.

L Tt /@j [ g d %f

( \
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DZééNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




PROSPECT

MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

Last Name First Name
Bas Alana
e JoAnn
ee William "Bill"
Beecham Charles
Beecham Jan
Beecham Cory
Beecham Halley
Bingham Janice
irdsong Robert "Bobby"
Curtis Janice
Denny Robert "Bob"
Donnelly Darrell
Donnelly Janice
Donnelly Kelly
Dradt Mark
Dradt Christina
Dradt Cathy
Edgmon Paul
L—Edgmon Betsy
Edgmon Robin
Edgmon Phillip "Phil"
Edgmon Vickie
rwin David
Erwin Robert
 Erwin Susan
Fox Forrest
Gilbert Levi
(/Gilbert Brittney
Hanserd Virginia "Ginger"
\/Mrlanson Wendell
Hanson Rhessa
Harris Carey
\/Zarris William "Willie"
ickman John

Dist. notes

returned



PROSPECT

MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

Last Name First Name Dist. notes
(Hickman Colleen
v~ Jenkins Tiffany returned
Kelly Mae
Kelly Pamela
+—1.eDonne Linda
«éLiles Robert
Liles Stephen
Lirette
Lirette
McNeese
McMasters
McMasters
McMasters
McMasters .
Meadows Josh
v Meadows Kathy
— Mitchell Allison
t—Mitchell McKenzie
" Mitchell Emily
«~Norman John
e—Norman Kathleen
(MM Norman Johnny
Norman Heather
Norman William
Pope Betty
Powell Donna
Ramhold Richard
Ramhold Hung Cha
L~ Shackelford Joy
v~ Stanford Elizabeth "Lit"
States Mary
Steelman Diane
Thornton Mary

Walls Kay




PROSPECT

MEMBERSHIP ROLL CALL

Last Name

AVaybright
v+~ Waybright
v Waybright
Winkles
Wright
Wright

First Name

Jenny
Jaron
Shaynie
Flo
Sheree
Jimmy

Dist. notes

returned

returned
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

see d i, é//

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

" All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

NONVE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _tosnect  Methodist Chovch

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Zg%mé/%fj% -

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 19th day of August, 2023, by and between Riverside United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions br inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (f 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of  2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il.

iil.

1v.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,238;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $2,310;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$4,224;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totalling $16,122.

b. Other Liabilities. LocalChurch shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or

C.

assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.  Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

4/ Z’y / é Chair, Administrative Board
7< //4" e / % Q,/ halr Board of Trustees

Representatives of/the Annual Conference

-

i’/{ District Superintendent
\

?{M B . %A‘g Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE RIVERSIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 2120 LivxoeN Hwy, CrirroN TN 38425
L . \\,@V dO‘J’I H@WQ[(/ Iﬂ/ﬂ Zﬁ:?é“f%as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Riverside United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 19, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were lﬁ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
@ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

} 4 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copigs of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

IS ool e

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

e 2120 Linden Highway - Wayne County, Tennessee
e Deed: Book No. 8, Page 15 -—- Note Book 8, Page 266 (See statement on deed)
e Church Building, Unused Parsonage, Outdoor Pavilion, Cemetery

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):
MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH, INC.

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

1 CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

S Akt

OFFIZER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 28th day of August, 2023, by and between Triune United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 4 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, q 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

1ii.

1v.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $3,067;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $,954;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$13,070;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

™
.

}QV/:)M/%} /> :

Repre;t/aﬁves of the Annual Conference
Mj’%/ District Superintendent

CU)-. ﬂ (}W Authorized Member, Board of Trustees

Chair, Administrative Board

N //u,z/// Chair, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE TRIUNE UNiTED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
) 7906 NoLENSVILLE Rp, ARRINGTON TN 37014
en

W‘{'}?%M’W
! WM:‘ PN Lm&‘i‘ S5 536"6;{ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Triune United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members

that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of

the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 28, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

P
2. There were 5 > ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United l\é?hodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

[
> S/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request. /

@ e )’7{_ 7@(40/%[( .
@}?&A& %)\\\xm/ @J%f 1/
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 5th day of September, 2023, by and between Warren United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” ({2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of 9 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iil.

1v.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,325;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $1,254;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$1,847;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $6,519.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the

real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

r, Administrative Board Date7-65-2%

(4
“4-,34«—*-— /Wir, Board of Trustees Date 4-5-C%

Representatives ¢f'the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date 4 ~5"’é‘}

i/,
4 T Q [
CU]M [/(/\/‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 9 -&7 - Z¢Z2%
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE WARREN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
\1 0O —561 OvLp Rockuouske Loop, LINpEN, TN 37096-6620

I, L,a. rey C; -F o n , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Warren United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of

the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 5, 2023, ata
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were 5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

6 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

“é' abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

o il s

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (1.e
church building, parsonage., cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds

containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed
information must be provided.

LI0 /% = C.LJ_MZL:{&E )14 A ):Lf} = f:)fld&f’) ;7/\/ | o, "7@(}(#

' 7
E&VV s BL/L)L A *4 P@ s,)gi
Pev- ter — Book y - P9 -
BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be

released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released 1n:

All personal property, other than property bearing ° ‘United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

- — m ——

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N DN}

HREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION A AN/

JCCESSOR ENTITY: A YYEY u 10 (X NUY b

" CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
OVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
USTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

Trustee Chiarr - Wauyne Kil parrr

ERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

’ N R I Y )A v/
§)’ ICER/AUTHORI ED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 31st day of August, 2023, by and between Westview United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 1 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, ¢ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and  2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of  2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 4 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il.

iil.

iv.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $3,496;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $24,426;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$14,900;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;

Page 3 of 6



vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $55,953.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney

Page 4 of 6



fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided
that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Date 4/3) /23

( (
Date 8’/‘31 /7-’)
7 /

Represeﬁ,’ves of the Annual Conference
;‘v/ é / _ District Superintendent Date %/ 3 / / 23
g} . ﬂ [/A-;/L_/~ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees  Date g9 -.29-z02 3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE WESTVIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
7107 WesTvIEW DRIVE, FAIRVIEW TN 37062

I, &N b ﬂ' I ) / /)% C\JSJP b~ , as the undersigned officer or authorized
Doalot~ TeisbN

designee of Westview United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 31, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were %‘3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
(ﬂ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

hy
( Qj’\ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; 22 CZ/ -b)
@ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

W/}%v—w— = %22

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

$~3/-2.3
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ATN: D& VOUA wWitsoN, P
EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED
WUME.. , TRieVIed, TV 3762

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copics
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Tion wWeView PR, ,TkeIBJIgN, BK, 1078 Pe 31, 3%, 3T
NG GuERHRVE j»e..ﬁc:@//én TN BK 22382 Po £25
Wit AmMSoD Co, (GRT, FILE phs BERL) SOBMITIED)

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. “

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Uo VS OF MY DAL Pee. CogeEnT (v
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: GASI(E gl?\fcuo Rhier ( sz/:l%z\ %

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION K&J 'ga;p;) af UﬂthM@KB&ﬁS‘
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: [U£S[V0 METHOP IST CHIRCH “TRNTEE SEHEIR. SVECES.

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BEL%F ;

OFFIC AUTHORJZED DESIGNEE
WoMe.., foUNE1L. CHA
"5-23-23




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement - Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 29th day of August, 2023, by and between Whitwell Chapel United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with  246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least
two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the
requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which

follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given

by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on
behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property
held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision
1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions
of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019
General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these
issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of
Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the
church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of

Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of
the Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
. the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the

last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation

Date”).  The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference,

in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iil.

iv.

V1.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $2,126;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $2,721;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments: $0;

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate
funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling

$3,708;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to
grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall

be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0;
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another
appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the

time of the Church’s disaffiliation, totaling $0.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and
the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must
provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding
whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall
remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual

Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to
use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that
Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered
by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church.
Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax

exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or

dissolve any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such
entities, or to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as
needed to effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its

officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
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fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting

from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties
shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all of
Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the
real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of
action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever
had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons
in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing
releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement

in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.
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8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided

that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with

The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of&hj Lqcal Church
QD‘ Oiz Chair, Administrative Board

www—Chair, Board of Trustees

Repremnnual Conference
District Superintendent

Qﬂw Q U"*"“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

OFrFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE WHITWELL CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
7328 MarsH Creexk Rp, LINDEN TN 37096

I, B Y ek Colven g’,_mg?g 15’4& émdzﬁ:dié’, as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Whitwell Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 29, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were S ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

ﬁ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
? voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Agz M&% Do M /k,/

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.

7528 Marsh Creek Road, Linden TN 37096

Church Building and adjoining Land (Church Deed -Whitwell Chapel Church Trustees; Perry
County Trustee Note Book L Page 101 Recorded 15, 1957). (Property Description from deed:
“North 345 degrees West 165 LF North 305 degrees to West 122 LF North 282 degrees to West
173 LF to South 212 degrees to west 320 LF to South 109 degrees East 315 LF South 185 degrees
West 186 LF North 27 degrees East 324 LF to point of beginning”.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS:

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X JAW All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

NONE

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N/A NONE

" SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N/A NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N/A NONE_






	Cedar Valley.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Cedar Valley.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Cedar Valley.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Cedar Valley.pdf
	Cedar Valley Roll Call.pdf

	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Cedar Valley.pdf

	Clifton.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Clifton.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Clifton.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Clifton.pdf

	College Grove.pdf
	AGREEMENT - College Grove.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - College Grove.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - College Grove.pdf

	Elkton.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Elkton.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Elkton.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Elkton.pdf

	Eureka.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Eureka.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Eureka.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Eureka.pdf

	Evans Chapel.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Evans Chapel.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Evans Chapel.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Evans Chapel.pdf

	Fullers Chapel.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Fullers Chapel.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Fuller's Chapel.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Fullers Chapel.pdf

	Highland.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Highland..pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Highland..pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Highland.pdf

	Loretto.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Loretto.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Loretto.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Loretto.pdf

	Lynnville.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Lynnville.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Lynnville.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Lynnville.pdf
	Exhibit B - signed copy w/attachments
	Exhibit B - signed copy w/attachments



	Mt. Hope.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Mt. Hope.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Mt. Hope.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Mt. Hope.pdf

	Mt. Zion.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Mt. Zion.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Mt. Zion.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Mt. Zion.pdf

	Pleasant Hill.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Pleasant Hill.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Pleasant Hill.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Pleasant Hill.pdf

	Prospect.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Prospect.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Prospect.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Prospect.pdf

	Riverside.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Riverside.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Riverside.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Riverside.pdf

	Triune.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Triune.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Triune.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Triune.pdf

	Warren.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Warren.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Warren.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Warren.pdf

	Westview.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Westview.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Westview.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Westview.pdf

	Whitwell.pdf
	AGREEMENT - Whitwell.pdf
	EXHIBIT A - Whitwell.pdf
	Redacted_EXHIBIT B - Whitwell Chapel.pdf




