Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into

this 24th day of September, 2023, by and between Antioch United Methodist Church (“Local

Church™) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).
WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-
.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (*“Discipline”), at which at least two-thirds
(2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal, tangible
and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its

Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given by
the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on behalf
of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property held by Local
Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein contained,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby

acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of
the Book of Discipline related o the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which
follow. " Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church
conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of Local Church

and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null and

void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for the

benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set forth

herein. Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the last day

of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date™).

The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification referenced in

Section | above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified. Local Church shall. by no later than

the Disaftiliation Date, do the following:

Puyments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference, in a

manner specified by Annual Conference. the following:

i

iil.

iv.

Vi.

LLocal Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention of

its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date. as calculated by Annual Conference. totaling $614.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference. totaling $610.00
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year's budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using

market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider. totaling $867.00

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within
two (2) years prior to the Disaftiliation Date, including but not limited to grants for
Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date: $0.00
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b.

C.

d.

vii. I the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible. prior to the Disaffiliation
Date. for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the
pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024. notwithstanding that the
Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another appointment of equal
or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the Church’s

disaffiliation. Salary/Housing: $0.00 Medical/Pension: $0.00

vili. Total due for disaffiliation: $2.091.00

Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and the
disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must provide
sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such
liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of

Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist.” the Cross &
Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference. including the removal of all signage containing the same.™

Group Tux Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to use.
and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in the
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use. any and all documentation stating that Local
Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Local
Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax exemption ruling

will be removed as of the Disattiliation Date.

Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve any

legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or to establish
any new legal entities. or to modify its current organizing documents. as needed to effectuate its
disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satistaction of Annual Conference. Local Church

shall indemnify, defend. and hold harmless Annual Conference and its officers, directors. agents. and
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employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim,
action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to

take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property and
assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local Church,
Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C hereto, for
signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the Conference in the
real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall be solely responsible
for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is accurate, and Conference
shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local Church shall provide the
information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the
date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or
other transactions relating to the above properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any
costs resulting from such transfers or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual
Conference shall fully cooperate with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such
transfers and other transactions convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on
behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of
Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each other,
and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, representatives,
employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any liability for any and all
causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of action, tort or contractual
claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages, whether known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may
have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their
relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge,

complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not
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to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where

jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisty all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disalfiliation Agreement shall prevent Local Church,

after the Disaftiliation Date. from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General Board of
Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law. and provided that Local
Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with The United

Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral part

hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or contrary to law,

the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
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Representatives of the Annual Conference
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EXHIBIT ATO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE
ANTIOCH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

5530 FEATHERS CHAPEL DR.
SOMERVILLE, TN 38068

l, 70 [ Y: \etone il , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Antioch United Methodist Church (Fayette Co.) (“Church”) certify the vote of the
Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to
Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

| can certify that the following events transpired as described:

16 The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 24, 2023 at
11a.m. at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were ) ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United

Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 maijority is Q’

3. 0 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
WL voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
4\ abstained.

/(Q(ﬂ/'z j{/p/ﬁ/ fots, fﬁm—ﬂ/if—\

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR‘OF-TRUSTEES.-

F\ NCGuce
DISTRICT SUPERINTENp’)ECI/




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.c., church
building, parsonage, cemetery ete.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds containing property
description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Church property, sanctuary building, and Springer (fellowship) Hall located at:
5530 Feather's Chapel Dr. Somerville, TN 38068
Fayette County Book 88, page 518

Additional property immediately behind the church buildinos deeded to the
church from George Young listed in Fayette County Book 161, page 167

Deeds and Property Descriptions are attached.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of ecach account in which trust clause is be released.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ANTIOCH METHODIST CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY. PROVIDE BOTH

THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME
TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED AB()VF IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF

Y, FU—

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 27th day of August, 2023, by and between Arlington United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).
WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with ] 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-
3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least two-thirds
(2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal, tangible
and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its

Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given by
the Discipline.” (1 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on behalf
of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property held by Local
Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 4 2553 and Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein contained,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby

acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of
the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which
follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church
conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of Local Church

and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null and

void.

2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for the
benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set forth

herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the last day

of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date”).

The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification referenced in

Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no later than

the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference, in a

manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention of

its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $4,050.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $9,10400
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using

market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $17.536.00

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within
two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to grants for
Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date; $0.00
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the
pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding that the
Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another appointment of equal
or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the Church’s
disaffiliation. (At her prior request, Reverend Virginia Jones-Finzel asked that the
local church only pay her ONE additional month of salary, through December 31,
2023) Salary/Housing: $4,000.00 Medical/Pension: m

viii. Total due for disaffiliation:

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and the
disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must provide
sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such
liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of

Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross &
Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to use,
and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in the
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that Local
Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Local
Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax exemption ruling

will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve any

legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or to establish

any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to effectuate its
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disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual Conference. Local Church
shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its officers, directors, agents, and
employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim,
action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to

take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property and
assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local Church,
Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C hereto, for
signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the Conference in the
real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall be solely responsible
for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is accurate, and Conference
shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local Church shall provide the
information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the
date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or
other transactions relating to the above properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any
costs resulting from such transfers or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual
Conference shall fully cooperate with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such
transfers and other transactions convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on
behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of
Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each other,
and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, representatives,
employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any liability for any and all
causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of action, tort or contractual
claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages, whether known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may
have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their

relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge,
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complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not
to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where

jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local Church,

after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General Board of
Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided that Local
Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with The United
Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral part

hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or contrary to law,

the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

%3 / Vs [ el
Q/M / / Chair, Administrative Board Date g/"l / /Z l) (o

Jé&dfm/ ﬁaﬁz&’é’o Chair, Board of Trustees Date fw A7-10 %5

s

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/) ﬁ//f# District Superintendent Date 8/”27 ’"2?
CVZ % lt — Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 7-27.2023
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EXHIBIT ATO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
ofF THE MEMBERS OF THE
ARLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
6145 QUINTARD STREET

ARLINGTON, TN 38002

l, \/Z?Dtjf M.) 7/’1 I, Ov , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Arlington United Methodlst Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

| can certify that the following events transpired as described:

y A The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 27, 2023 at 5:00p.m.
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were %; ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is Zé :

3. /\p voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

:32/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

/ abstained.

(z}//w/f //%// W e e

ICERIAUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

e /L/ég;f

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church
building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds containing property
description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Church and Fellowship Hall; 6145 Quintard Street, Arlington TN. 38002
Shelby County Tennessee Book ©140; Page 589

Parsonage; 6165 Chester Street, Arlington TN. 38002
Shelby County Tennessee Book 3734; Page 403

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be released.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist Church” or the Cross/Flame.
All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:  ngne

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION pone

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: First Methodist Church of Arlington

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE BOTH
THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME
TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

N,

ﬂlCER/AUTl‘IORIZED DE@[G




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO € 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 24th day of September, 2023, by and between Chambers Chapel United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“‘Annual Conference”).
WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-
.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least two-thirds
(2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal, tangible
and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its

Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given by

the Discipline.” (Y 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on behalf
of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property held by Local
Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein contained,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby

acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of
the Book of Discipline related 1o the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

| C‘onference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which
follow. " Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church
conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of Local Church

and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaftfiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null and

void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for the

benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set forth

herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the last day

of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date™).

The Disaftfiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification referenced in

Section | above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified. Local Church shall. by no later than

the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference, in a

manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Vi,

Loocal Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal. tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention of

its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date. as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -$244.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $2,706.00
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share. based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year's budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations. based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using

market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $4,163.00

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within
two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date. including but not limited to grants for
Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements. shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date; $0.00
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b.

vii. 11 the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1. 2023, the Church shall be responsible. prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the
pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30. 2024, notwithstanding that the
Disaffiliation Date will be November 30. 2023, unless another appointment of equal
or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the Church’s

disaffiliation. Salary/Housing: $0.00 Medical/Pension: $0.00

viii. Total due for disaffiliation: $6.625.60

Other Liabilities. 1.ocal Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts. loans and liabilities, and the
disposition thereot, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must provide
sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such
liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of

Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross &
Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference. including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to use,
and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in the
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that Local
Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Local
Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax exemption ruling

will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. OQOrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve any

legal entities and to settle. liquidate. or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or to establish
any new legal entities. or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to effectuate its
disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction ot Annual Conference. Local Church

shall indemnify, defend. and hold harmless Annual Conference and its officers, directors, agents, and
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employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim,
action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to

take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaftfiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property and
assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local Church,
Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C hereto, for
signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the Conference in the
real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall be solely responsible
for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is accurate, and Conference
shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local Church shall provide the
information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the
date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or
other transactions relating to the above properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any
costs resulting from such transfers or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual
Conference shall fully cooperate with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such
transfers and other transactions convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on
behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of
Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each other,
and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, representatives,
employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any liability for any and all
causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of action, tort or contractual
claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages, whether known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may
have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their
relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge,

complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not
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to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where

jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisty all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local Church.

after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General Board of
Pension and Health Benetits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law. and provided that Local
Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with The United

Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agrcement is a material and integral part

hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or contrary to law,

the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

(S Ay B
%\?i 9’{/;44/5}24/%#/ Chair, Administrative Board Date ]/</'/ \7/>

Dbnaes e . éﬁ'éﬁ‘“'f/ bl v Date /= XY - 27
77
Rem‘esentativcs of the Annual Conference

\ <, / L\M,

L 1 W&««M’/ 4 Z

(-
’&"‘j B ) % Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /O/ZQ /ZG 3

District Superintendent Date ? L7~
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EXHIBIT ATO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE
CHAMBERS CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

3185 CHAMBERS CHAPEL RD.
LAKELAND, TN 38002

)L/&éwb /‘(/ ﬁ N 7({ ﬂ , as the undersigned officer or authorized
de3|gnee of Chambers Chapel Umted Methodist Church (Shelby Co.) (“Church”) certify the vote of
the Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to
Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

| can certify that the following events transpired as described:

il The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 24, 2023 at

1:30p.m. at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2 There were /ﬁ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United

Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is __/ O :

9 O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
/5" voted “Yes” to disaffiliate:
O abstained.

Loz Al fow 177V

OFII-'ICER/AUTHORIZE ?ESIGNEE

9\0_@)@‘
DISTRICT SUPERINTEN /é




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

3185 Chambers Chapel RE: Lafte land TN 7p002.
Shelby Countty - Clhuveh and Cemetery
*Decd Mtached # !

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. *ﬁnnk Tn€ormetion Aftache.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

\,/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

** MORTGAGES: e NONE
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION ___ NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DE{E&NEE

T S e h—wé%‘s“‘%‘l



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into

this 24th day of September, 2023, by and between Eads United Methodist Church (“Local Church™)

and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).
WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-
.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least two-thirds
(2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements

“and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal, tangible
and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its

Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given by
the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on behalf
of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property held by Local
Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein contained,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby

acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of
the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which
follow. ” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church
conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of Local Church

and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting™ at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null and

void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for the
benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set forth

herein. Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the last day
of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date™).
The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification referenced in

Section | above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified. Local Church shall, by no later than

the Disaffiliation Date. do the following:

Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference, in a

manner specified by Annual Conference. the following:

i. Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and

intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention of

its property will be borne by Local Church.

ii. Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,864.00

iti. An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $1,505.00
iv. Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

v. Anamount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share. based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year's budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using

market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider. totaling $2,890.00

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within
two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date. including but not limited to grants for
Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements. shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaftiliation Date: $0.00
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b.

o

d.

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1. 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date. for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the
pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding that the
Disaffiliation Date will be November 30. 2023, unless another appointment of equal
or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the Church’s

disaffiliation. Salary/Housing: $0.00 Medical/Pension: $0.00

viii. Total due for disaffiliation: $6,259.00

Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts. loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and the
disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must provide
sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such
liability is disclosed in EXHIBTT B. all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of

Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross &
Flame insignia. and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference. including the removal of all signage containing the same.™

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to use.
and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in the
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use. any and all documentation stating that Local
Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Local
Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax exemption ruling

will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Qrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve any

legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or to establish
any new legal entities. or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to eftectuate its
disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual Conference. Local Church

shall indemnify. defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its officers. directors, agents, and
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employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim,
action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to

take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property and
assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local Church,
Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C hereto, for
signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the Conference in the
real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall be solely responsible
for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is accurate, and Conference
shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local Church shall provide the
information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the
date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or
other transactions relating to the above properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any
costs resulting from such transfers or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual
Conference shall fully cooperate with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such
transfers and other transactions convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on
behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of
Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each other,
and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, representatives,
employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any liability for any and all
causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of action, tort or contractual
claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages, whether known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may
have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their
relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge,

complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not
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to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where

jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaftiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local Church.,
after the DisafTiliation Date. from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General Board of
Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided that Local
Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with The United

Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral part

hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or contrary to law,

the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/\\"; ;/ } /i ~ N
AN\ ] _ : . : G Iy >
{'Z &/ \ﬁ} Ly Chair, Administrative Board Date 7[ J / 71 N

v ¥ ».a_;f )
A
{ -t 4
'\\» s/ X » §
S (. K@}n Chair, Board of Trustees Date 5;/,52%%2 3
v
"\,/

Representatives of the Annual Conference

P — /
N A — a
LW J%;: /7 District Superintendent Date ? 2l ) §>

AN
1B
/;%\'U‘j : &Q&Z}P“\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / O/ Zc’/ 2073
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
ofF THE MEMBERS OF THE
EADS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

2917 JEFFERSON ST.
EAaps, TN 38028

I, Hﬂl c’ L S; I’\ wWso , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Eads United Methodist Church (Shelby Co.) (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553
of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

| can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on September 24, 2023 at
12:30p.m. at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book

of Discipline.

2. There were Cf ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United

Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is 6 .

3. @ voted “No;" against disaffiliation,;

C{ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

ﬁmp /J]QW*\—’ d//uc”/ 71 /} leon/

OFFICERIAUTHOJQIZED DESIGNEE CI(I?[IR OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT SUPERINTEhEDéNT




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

291 Jefferson Koad Fads TN 38028-ShelbyCo un‘b{
Prope_w"'\/ [oecation and £0py ot bﬂJA"‘H"QC th*

C}HJ\NJ'\ Bm ‘clm:ﬁ

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. & NTTACKED*

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

Y/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NoNE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NO NE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: + ATTACHE D %

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

(e

OFFiCER/AU@lHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered into
this 27th day of August, 2023, by and between St. Stephen United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 99 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-
.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at least two-thirds
(2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church voted to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General

Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to §2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal, tangible
and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its

Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust or
subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is given by
the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them, and
Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest, on behalf
of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property held by Local
Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein contained,
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby

acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at a
church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of
the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which
Jollow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation vote taken at the church
conference. Such documentation must be certified by an authorized officer of Local Church

and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null and

void.

2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for the
benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set forth

herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on the last day

of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date”).

The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification referenced in

Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no later than

the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual Conference, in a

manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention of

its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling 2372708‘09

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by
Annual Conference, totaling $10,837.00

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits using

market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $16,595.00

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within
two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to grants for
Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date; $0.00
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vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for the
pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding that the
Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another appointment of equal
or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the Church’s
disaffiliation. Salary/Housing: $20,708.00

Medical/Pension: $0.00

viii. Total due for disaffiliation:

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities, or
assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities, and the
disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church must provide
sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference. Notwithstanding whether any such
liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities of Local Church shall remain liabilities of

Local Church’s new entity and shall not become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross &
Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease to use,
and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been included in the
group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation stating that Local
Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Local
Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in the group tax exemption ruling

will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve any
legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or to establish
any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to effectuate its
disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual Conference. Local Church

shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its officers, directors, agents, and
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employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney fees) resulting from any claim,
action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property resulting from Local Church’s failure to

take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property and
assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local Church,
Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C hereto, for
signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the Conference in the
real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall be solely responsible
for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is accurate, and Conference
shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local Church shall provide the
information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed referenced in Exhibit C prior to the
date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or
other transactions relating to the above properties are completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any
costs resulting from such transfers or other transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual
Conference shall fully cooperate with Local Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such
transfers and other transactions convey all of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on
behalf of The United Methodist Church — in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of
Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each other,
and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, representatives,
employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any liability for any and all
causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause of action, tort or contractual
claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages, whether known or unknown,
foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church ever had, now has, héreaﬁer may
have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their
relationship with each other. The parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge,

complaint, or other action against each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not
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to sue, the parties may take action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where

jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local Church,

after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General Board of
Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and provided that Local

Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious bonds with The United
Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral part

3

hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or contrary to law

the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

-
»52‘:4 7 é(/ bé&owmj Chair, Administrative Board Date j%:; / 23
7

Chair, Board of Trustees Date % /27 /2%
C ‘@%w?f % 2 “‘? 7

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/i/ % District Superintendent Date X -2 7-23

Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ?-27.z02 5
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EXHIBIT ATO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
ofF THE MEMBERS OF THE
ST. STEPHEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3981 MIACON ROAD

MEmPHIS, TN 38122

I, Bfuc e ég/,‘//’,‘ am ¢ , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of St. Stephen United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553
of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

| can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on August 27, 2023 at 1:30p.m.
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were %3 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is A9 ,

3. <~ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;
=7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
[ abstained.

P X / - ) i

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church
building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed information must be

provided.
3(7‘8/ MACOI’I K’([ Nlem D/ 'f o, 39722 §L()/}’;7; Bek 3993 /)0 59 ()/\uva A)Lh/f/ nt‘

3987 Maceon Rd me,,mm m 382, SAU/Aq Bk 3121 pyg “/ot” /’mmqsm

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be released.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
___\é* All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist Church” or the Cross/Flame.
All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES:

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: .S+ Stephen Hleths Lesr Chuve k

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE
BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN WHOSE

NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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