Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 4 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 29tk day of July, 2023, by and between Bumpus Mills United Methodist Church (“Local

Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “i trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority 1S

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, € 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS. 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Locz! Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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7 Applicability of $2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 92501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property., real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3 Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

v.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any cOSts relating to Local Church’s

retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $2,615;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $5.781;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $9.368:;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation hof same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Oreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim déed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7 Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attormneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by

December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of/ﬂ}% Local Church

A
// ' / * s ¢
/‘/ ;i,e/e:«; ég/ Chair, Administrative Board Date /-2 f"»,? 1
— a ‘e /Ei/vv ~ Chair, Board of Trustees Date /— 2G-2 ;>

Representatives of the Annual Conference

¢

C Jrand /,Mf?{// 7 District Superintendent Date 0,‘)47(4{%& 52
Q \//"\/’“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date S.22-23
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EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BUMPUS MILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
120 ANTIOCH ROoAD, Bumprus Mi1LLs, TN 37028

? ‘
I, é‘/ﬁé? /4'@2?15 ] , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Bumpus Mills United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on July 29, 2023, at a
meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were I ] ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

(}  voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

[ ‘7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

[  abstained

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

i20 Antigch Road ; BMM9us M{Hsgﬂ\/ 3702%¢
Qov\nh‘«:smwark Use: Church bu{ld(nj
Doed Bosk [Poge: 308) YU

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
bereleased. F and M Bank  Type of Account: C;hcckinj

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

J Al personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nowne

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:  nNone

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ Ngne

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:  Buwmpus  Mills  Communidy  Churcly

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Lenpments M

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 16th day of September, 2023, by and between Dickson First UMC (“Local Church”)

and Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, ¢ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s retention

of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately prior

to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $21,999;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated by

Annual Conference, totaling $62.,045;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments __-0-

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual Conference’s
unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s aggregate funding
obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits

using market factors similar to a commercial annuity provider, totaling $93,760;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received within

two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited to grants for
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Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements, shall be treated as a

loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the Disaffiliation
Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary and benefits for
the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30, 2024, notwithstanding
that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023, unless another appointment
of equal or greater salary and benefits is available to the pastor at the time of the
Church’s disaffiliation:

Appointed Clergy Plan Compensation (Salary/Housing) Dec-June: $70,316
Appointed Clergy Benefits (Medical/Pension) Dec-June: $9,141

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

V/l,ji 5'14 ,%/,? Chair, Administrative Board Date 4/\{//!’/ 27
(7<,(/3@\, W Chair, Board of Trustees Date Cf/ [G / 23

Representatives of the Annual Conference

'P JWMW/ District Superintendent Date /¢ J‘a{ T 5

ﬂ u/ 1 @ . aﬁe?,u, Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /2 / 20 / 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE DICKSON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
215 NORTH MAIN STREET, DICKSON TN. 37055

I, 73 (Q Z>7/ew( 4 , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Dickson First United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday,

September 16, 2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice
as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There werea L{? ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
7 \ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

l 7 / voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; \L(o " J v

l abstained.

./i— N@T‘%‘r“"/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

BT Prek 7}% W,

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE DICKSON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
215 NORTH MAIN STREET, DICKSON TN. 37055

L F /Lt C»l/UfLea{ O C(/iVC ](0 , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Dickson First United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday,

September 16, 2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice
as required by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were 2 L{K ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
N r voted “No;” against disaffiliation; ‘

/ ) / voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; \u SO

l abstained.
L noT s '76"’/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

///%/fV W27,

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE

ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use

(1.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of de.eds c?ntaining property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

5?6 otached lick of parcels and copy
0{' @uak&\&;m Deed wita de.sur'\ P\thf'\s ﬂ'p

HAe. _PQY‘C_ e\S

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause 1s
bereleased. See oMacthed \igk of banK accovnts

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released 1n:

; \/ ~ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

e T m— — = == —r - =

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: See aHaclied \eHer G Rank of Dickson re! naoriga
held o Shhnshian Lile Cenler .\-5 ﬂi,

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N /A L

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N /A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:  Dic¥son Firdd Metodish Chuvrch  Torc.
IF CORPORATION. PROVIDE._ CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tenenssee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 16" day of September, 2023 by and between Mt. Lebanon UMC (“Local Church”) and
the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and  2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iii.

v.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$1.271;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $6,007;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $7,226;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Arinual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date f// G}Afg

Chair, Board of Trustees Date T/ (£ / el

Representatives of the Annual Conference

Z g \{4&@(@1 é?g District Superintendent Date ?//6/ 25

J
?M 18 . ﬁﬂ& {j.ix Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / 0/ 20 / 2073
‘) T [

Page 6 of 6



EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE MT. LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2901 Hwy. 48 NORTH, DICKSON, TN. 37055

I, ADO ﬂﬂﬂ/ L/ SO\/\/{/{/L , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of ;EZZSéZﬂKZM United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday, September 16,

2023 at 2:00pm, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendeﬁt after notice as required
by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were / ? ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
0 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ 9 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

ol ol Coppictoatmsg
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Movember 2022

EXHEIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LASTOF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and E'se (ic.. church
building. parsonage. cemctery ete.) ol Real Property 1o be transferred (Atach copies of deeds containing
properiy description. [t multple propertics. attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed information must be
provided,

o  Church, Cemetery & Community Center: 2901 Highway 48 North. Dickson, TN 37053

Church & Cemetery: Deed Book W, Page 344
YVolume 469, Pares 610 & 611
Velume 1217, Pages 32 - 33
Comimunity Center: Book 99, Pape 3
«  Parsonage: | Creer Court, Charlotte, TH 37036
Volume 460, Pages 261 - 2163

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and tvpe of each account in which trust clause is be released

s Iirst Federal Bank: Checking Account

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust olagse is to be eleased in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist
Chureh™ or the Cross and Flame

X All persomal property, swith the exception of the following:

(Listany property that will be retamed Iy the Annual Conference)

EXINTING LIABILITIES {FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOEF OF SAVETSFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILTTY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGACHES: NONTE
SECURLED UNSECURED NOTES: NONE
THREATENED QR PENDING LITHOATION: NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ML LEBANON METHODIST CHIRCH

DAVID STEELE - CHAIRMAN

SCOTT DAWSON ANDRIW ROBINSOHN RICHARD ROBINSON

MICKEY SELF WARREN VAUGHN TERRY WIRES

{1 CORPORATION, PROVIN CORPORATE NAME. 7 UNIKCORPORATED ENTITY, PRONIDE BOTEH THIE
SNAMEOF THE NEW EXNTITY AND THE NAMES OF INTIIVIDU AL TRUSTERS 1N WHOSE NAME TRANSFER
SHOLULII L MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABQWYL [S TRUL AND (CORRECT 10O TIIE

BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BEI %
Dfd_ﬁfﬁ

Of1 1CER/AL THORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement- Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 26th day of August, 2023, by and between New Johnsonville United Methodist Church

(“Local Church™) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaftfiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of éclf—avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,820%;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $6,704.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments -0-

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $10,350.00;

* Reflects revision of Financial Obligations on 8/29/2023.

Page 3 of 6



vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date.

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

MM(/’L]L&QCMH, Administrative Board Date 8 - A>
ov ’ [I]
Chair, Board of Trustees Date S"Z b — _23

Representatives of the Annual Conference

P é.o&d&/(z_ﬁ/ District Superintendent Date OD' / < é/é 3
@, Q u~f\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date  G-27-20273
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE _NEW JOHNSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
724 WOODLAND DR., NEW JOHNSONVILLE, TN 37134

I <Don nA, “‘F a’r\‘w.sl)n , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of New Johnsonville United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday, August 26,
2023 at 2:00pm, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required
by the Book of Discipline.

2. There werel L/ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

'2* "{ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

Q&/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

il o 57 5]
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November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

ﬁns?"‘ (// r?‘ﬁ Mf.—”wo =
719 WSO 7Jd'!'!d Dr. MNew Johnsonuille . T 37/34

RooK. 77 B 790

Method 57 £ema+e CyY N8 Wordlond or.New Johasonorlie T 3734

I
DA%K/FI‘\IANLIAL ACCG’lj ‘?TS List | o%k and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing ™
Methodjst Church” or the Cross and Flame

v~ All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

No propecty 15 to be cetuined

by the comferemce.

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NowE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NonE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION V0 WE

COCP. Neme Wil be

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Wood l Q nd ;[ELLO WS H/D Chuf‘cfu
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTI TIHE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PR()VIDED VE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMA ON ND BﬁIEF
‘—7 s e u’fﬁg{/’/d’ "

OFFICER]AUTHORIZED DE§IGNEF
/ %KW& ya/rwﬁ% me




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement- T ennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 92553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 27th day of August, 2023, by and between Oakwood UMC (“Local Church”) and the

Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 99 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 12501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting™ at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits /A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

fétives of the Local Church

Rep
/ / ) 4 %@Iﬁﬁl&ministraﬁve Board Date V{’ ,/;? Z’jg
M &A, ,W Chair, Board of Trustees Date <B/ 27 / 23

Representatives of the Annual Conference

? @/W District Superintendent Date V//"#/??

(VD. . ﬂ \/M Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date q -27-2027%
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE OAKWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
1001 Old Pinnacle Road, Joelton, TN 37080

L - .
L cg“l'\@ i IOKL{L(,U enl<t , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Oakwood United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday., August 27, 2023,

at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.
2. There were ;i ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

Q’ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

{') abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Deed 1
Deed 2

Tract 1
Tract 2

November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

1001 OId Pinnacle Rd Joelton, TN 37080, Cheatham Co (Deed Bk M / Page 579) CHURCH

1012 Homestead Trail Joeltor, TN-37080; Cheattrarm Co(Deed Bk 2817 Page 183) PARSONAGE
1012 Homestead Trail Joelton, TN 37080, Cheatham Co (Deed Bk 310 / Page 441) PARSONAGE

Pinnacle Rd Joelton, TN 37080 Cheatham Co (Deed Bk 42 / Pg 455) CEMETERY Tract 1
Pinnacle Rd Joelton, TN 37080 Cheatham Co (Deed Bk169 / Pg 677) CEMETERY Tract 2

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X Allpersonal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: I

N/A
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION VA

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Oakwood Church (Deborah Linder, Sharen Bracy, Sheila Lawrence)

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, (Trustees)
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMARION AND BELIEF.

srah Lo

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement- Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by | 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26th day of August, 2023, by and between Stone Chapel United Methodist Church

(“Local Church”) and the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to§ 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 42553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to 4 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should cither of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 4 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as sct

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section | above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1

il.

1il.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s

retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $760.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $761.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments -0-

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1,363.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $18,580

vii. Ifthe Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities

of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flarne insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease touse, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
admumistered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property descn'ption contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully coopérate with Local
Church, as nceded and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all

of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
cmployees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability forany and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims forattorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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officers, representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities,
from any liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common
law cause of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all
other damages, whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference
or Local Church ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the
above-named entities or persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The
parties further represent they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against
each other. Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take
action to enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are

proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and

integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable

or contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Repyesentatives of the Local Church

p M%ﬂ /{ M Chair, Administrative Board Date g / Zls / 23
M . \ Chair, Board of Trustees Date Z Z;E (e [‘gz 2

Representatives of the Annual Conference

E AW"Q District Superintendent Date “ze \ z3

f%gu;l 8. @Lu?gu TTrstees Twi o] 2o |23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE _STONE CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2071 WASHER HOLLOW RD, CUMBERLAND FURNACE, TN. 37051

I Lamdaa. Pri irm\,, Jam}m, l/l/&l[hf as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Stone Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday, August 26,
2023 at 10:00am, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required

by the Book of Discipline. )

2. There were Z 9 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Mgthodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

é voted “No;” against disaffiliation; @
[ l“ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; \
/b—/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.
% Qﬁ/\/ 2 /

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

See Deed Attachment
Stone’s Chapel UMC- 2071 Washer Hollow Rd. Cumberland Fce, TN BK- 31
Dickson Parish Parsonage- 901 West 5* St. Dickson, TN BK-87

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. First Federal Bank of TN, Checking type on each account- see attachment

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing
“United Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N/A

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N/A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: STONE’S CHAPEL CHURCH (PENDING UNINCORPORATION)
TRUSTEES: ALBERT W. PRIMM, FRED PRIMM, TIMOTHY VAUGHN, TROY EDMONDSON

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF. "

/LLL*U\Q\ (- \J /wm,m

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 10th day of September, 2023, by and between Wilee’s Chapel (“Local Church”) and

Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 7 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 9 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

%/ #-113)

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2,462;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2,935;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debits, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
Gﬁ\/k W Chair, Administrative Board Date q - i D - 7/0 7»3

[ W )/ W )"Chalr Board of Trustees Date 7 ’/"/ (2 ‘"7’3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

}. dw&ej[‘/u 2 District Superintendent Date T-(O-2 3
%M B . @2‘«0/*—)\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / "/ Z"/ 2623
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE WILEE’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3650 COOPER CREEK RD., WOODLAWN, TN. 37191

L i \e Yrondy Y nel| as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Wilee’s Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, September 10,
2023 at 12:00pm, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required
by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were LD ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

|71 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

WNand / , 4

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE

ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(1.c., church building, parsonage, cemetery ctc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

3650 Cooper Creck Rd. Woodlawn, TN 37191 S
Montgomery County T S A= =
Dced Book 131 Page 373 AU M.
church building and cemetery e

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause 1s
be released.

Regions Bank, General Fund Checking Account
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: R . - e . e Yo Tt - 3 X

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N/A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N/A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: WILEE'S CHAPEL

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)




[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

|
OFFICE AUM%@%&I:%!QS

(02224756.1
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