Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20" day of August, 2023 by and between Bell Springs United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with [ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ] 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $2,744.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated
by Annual Conference, totaling $8,736.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $11,697.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

VH/UM% S{é% &Q/V\LQ/Q Chair, Administrative Board Date 8’&0 /;13
(QWM\\‘, M M&hain Board of Trustees Date % -20- 7\3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

< 7 . . T N
District Superintendent Date 20 C—B

!é/
{) p [./{~ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date )& /o - ZJ

7

Page 6 of 6



November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BELL SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
9607 MURFREESBORO HWY.
MANCHESTER, TN 37355

I, r A\ N - , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Bell Springs United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, August 20, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were 5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation,

3 ?> voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

Q abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

O?FICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Property 1S divided oy a public voad .
(See Map) ‘

Deeds ave attached 4o email.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Peopl(s Ban\( Q\!\A _('YMS"' o ChQCkiﬂj) Savi njs)Bm I&IY\S "_uhti

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

_ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: ‘\l ) ,\

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: N J A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N ! A

successorentiry: )| Springs Methodist Chuvc b CLLC

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATIEE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

&wmw

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 227 day of August, 2023 by and between Blanche United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

1.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling (-$243.00);

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2,904.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4,148.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $5,560.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

]
‘Wg ((/g/% Chair, Administrative Board Date  ¥-22-23

Chair, Board of Trustees Dafe €- 22~2 3

RepresWnual Conference
District Superintendent Date - 20~ 2537

Q‘/ }/Z—/—\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 10 - (0 - 20273

Rejentatives of the Loc hurch -
4
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BLANCHE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
28 BLANCHE ROAD

E TAFT, TN 38488
I, BREFCT \DUSS , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Old Lebanon United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

L. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, August 22, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were g ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

%7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

REeo Sy fF=

OFEICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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July 2023

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

28 Blanche Road, Taft, TN 38488, Lincoln Co, BK/PG:G2/207, 208 Church Building
11 Blanche Cir., Taft, TN 38488, Lincoln Co. BK/PG:K2/380-381 Parsonage

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

First National Bank, Checking (Church)
First National Bank, Savings (Church)

First National Bank, Checking (Parsonage)
CD

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

X All personal property, with the exception of the
following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE



THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

{02224756.1 }

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: BLANCHE METHODIST CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFOR?TION AND BELIEF.

SR =

FICER/AUTHORIZED-DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 7™ day of September, 2023 by and between Blankenship United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.16(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totalin 00 o
. bb’ =

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $&3420, 6’ 221.9¢
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $#&65569. 7/ 372. X
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Properiy. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

%/&Z) /&éﬂM Chair, Administrative Board Date 1~7~20273
/ L
N
Whair, Board of Trustees Date _J- /- A0

Represeggatives of the Annual Conference
/ o . 9-7.20z ;
/ District Superintendent Date

/}\ uv—\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 ~f0 ~2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BLANKENSHIP UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3602 MIDLAND ROAD
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160

I, DAU / O /4 E?// E?Z , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Beekerd United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
Biﬁﬂ Kf'\f""\?“

that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the

Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, September 7,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were 3 L/ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

l voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

3 % voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Blankenship United Methodist Church,
3602 Midland Rd, Shelbyville, TN 37160 Bedford County
Deed BK JJ Pg 130, Deed BK 294 Pg 921 Plat Cabinet F, Env 107 _

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

All accounts are at Regions Bank. See attached for account numbers.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

_ XX All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: = NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ NONE




SUCCESSOR ENTITY: __ BLANKENSHIP CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

TODD BLALOCK TYSON FREEMAN
MARK KILPATRICK RYAN ADAMS
FRANK PATTON JOSEPH PATTON
TERRY BARRETT MIKE PATE

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

el Blprte s

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

{02224756.1 }



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO € 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20" day of August, 2023 by and between Blanton’s Chapel United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, {2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $705.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated
by Annual Conference, totaling $1,994.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $3,008.00.
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b.

C.

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

W G %Q/é‘i) Chair, Administrative Board Date f v 20-2%

Chair, Board of Trustees Date % -ZG ~ Z3

/PN
U s e——

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/5\—!/0 / L —District Superintendent Date b -z 022

C(}s (_X/l/\/\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date __ 10 ~(0 - 2027

Page 6 of 6



November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BLANTON’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
4367 POWERS BRIDGE RD
MANCHESTER, TN 37355

L @ on M < QQQL}S , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Blanton’s Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, August 20, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were 2 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
Unit%ethodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ 7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
d abstained.
/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

%/m

CER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

K@/vcmé
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided. ,
Church Building Coffee Coonty
[

4367 Blanton's Chapel Rd.
Manchester, TN 37355
Deed Book 26 page 91

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N/A

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: ~ N/A

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION N/A
lanton's Chapel
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Blanton's Chapel Methodist Church

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

Ray Earls, Ronnie Jacobs, M. Clarice Landrum, Judith Nowlin
I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIE
la/ﬂ\, (Lk

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Aereement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20™ day of September, 2023 by and between Blooming Grove United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -$94.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,131.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year's budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1,607.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $2,604.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

(E)g 0 ora l;& %}2“ )A}Sg f Q Chair, Administrative Board Datew

: C Chair, Board of Trustees Date % ~ 2033

Representatives of the Annual Conference

- District Superintendent Date 9 -4 d-2 %

C&) /2 Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 10 -/0 -252 %,

Page 6 of 6



November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

285 BLOOMING GROVE ROAD
PuULASKI, TN 38478

/ ya
I &g‘a‘){d [7/ /{;(ﬂ(/b Fo l{g /(/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Blooming Grove United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Wednesday, September
20, 2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the
Book of Discipline.

2. There were l O ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

\ O voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

s Koibiiop U7

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.c., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing

description. If multiple properties, attached a list parate sheet.
D e v AL RoN e arel
red) properiy at A5 BloomingGvove Pd- Pulachi, Th 23473

Chuveh Structave burned ©2-06-33 and was a teta) loss
Deed_PecN lao?age 23l

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES:  None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: Newe.

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION Nove ,

‘ '&lmfnﬁﬁmChum\HNs\ees-\\h‘\\t&«‘i’o\\amk.?a-\—ﬁrm,?au“ev\ﬁ\\t\mwd,
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _Boranng Woodard, Deldpie e, Beloli¥ il
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CQRPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

- ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

BotusnradAaTa b, K’fﬁiﬁi‘i‘:j\“

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference

As mandated by § 2553

RENT PITRCITANT T € 2882
L x K T NE ENJ Lot wS I

LOS LG L UPE 8 il

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 18® day of September, 2023 by and between Brandon Chapel United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline relaied io the praciice of homosexuality of ilie
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,811.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,525.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2,557.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBI'l' B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any attiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. QOreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
eftectuate its disaftfiliation trom The United Methodist Church to the satistaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disattiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed 1s
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as-needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaftiliation Agreement 1s a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

§ iza‘a/_( o ; ;i & m Chair, Administrative Board Date §"”/ 5 ‘2<3

%Z/ A Chair, Board of Trustees Date 2 g '%/

Representatives of the Annual Conference

‘%%Mistn’ct Superintendent Dae 17— 23
C), /Z [/l‘b"‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _ [0 ~10 ~zo&5
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE BRANDON CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

3981 WINCHESTER HWY
LYNCHBURG, TN 37352
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designee of Brandon Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. - The Church Council and members of the Church met on Monday, September 18,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were H\) ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

1 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

W &M@w
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November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Beolk DS 1aaa/ (9-AT

Deed Beok 3~ 242 Chuven

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: _A}ane.

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ M o €

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

T CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO q 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 5 day of September, 2023 by and between Decherd United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 1 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, ] 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments” Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $7,220.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $7,536.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $10,706.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. FEEEae® =

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Oreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the L.ocal Church

Oﬁum@.& Chair, Administrative Board Date 9—— 5 «‘13

4’7’/, @ gQé ;!722 Chair, Board of Trustees Date J-S5~ A3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

Y2

C}.

7.5.2023

District Superintendent Date

{
A
\L/\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _f0 -~ to . 2027
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE DECHERD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
301 EAST MAIN STREET
DECHERD, TN 37324

I, M WV 0@ (]{ /U € ‘ , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Decherd United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the

Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, September 5,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were [SZ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
C> voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

79\ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

/%w@ /W //f/ﬂz/ N

}{Ié ICER/AUTHO DESIGNEE OFFICER/A THORIZED DESIGNEE




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

301 East Main Street, Decherd, TN 37324 - Church Building - Franklin County
202 Sunset Drive, Decherd, TN 37324 - Parsonage - Franklin County

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

—

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
X  All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:
NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: DECHERD METHODIST CHURCH__LARRY POWERS,
JERRY BROOME, DALE POWERS

IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.



For Uhe ticatiea — Qom/l/w/

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

{02224756.1 }



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9§ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 29 day of August, 2023 by and between Diana United Methodist Church (“Local Church”)
and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (f2501.2)

WHEREAS, 1 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS,  2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

1ii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,269.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2,776.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5,409.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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S. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fées) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Regpresentativeg of the Local Church
< d P
( 2] IALL, & Z(ILA Aé(\__“/ Chair, Administrative Board Date 5/ ?7 23

%‘«//4/ ﬁv&d Chair, Board of Trustees Date g g 2 ?‘ ?‘)?

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%ﬁ/ééx/( District Superintendent Date §-25- 207>

Vi
Q(/~. Q . (/L‘*—’—* Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ¢ -2¢- 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE DIANA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
141 ROSCO ROAD

. CORNERSVILLE, TN 37047
I, ; CA}CIJ\/ f\/\ \C/C)(f/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Diana United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members

that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of

the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, August 29,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were I ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United dist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

____voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

B

abstained.

p
429>
Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

e Y oo {

' L
OFFICQQIAUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

CHURCH BUILDING, STORAGE BUILDING, PAVILION — all on same property — See
attached

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

CB&S Bank — Checking account
United Methodist Development Fund

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

___X__ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: DANNY OLIVER., NICHOLAS GROVES. CARRIE WELDON,
DEANA FOWLER, SUSAN SHAW

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Doana Fowlor

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 23rd day of August, 2023 by and between Harms United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with | 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 9 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ] 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il

iil.

1v.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,065.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,059.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1,651.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $2,808.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
ﬁ 2 Q Chair, Administrative Board Date & 93. 23

W /5 /K Chair, Board of Trustees Date S Z3-23

Repres?atwes of the Annual Conference
ﬂé‘/ District Superintendent Date s 232 }

Q Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _ (0 ~(0 -2027
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE HARMS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
102 ABLE ROAD
FAYETTEVILLE, TN 37334

I C:\/\D\\S(DPQEP\L.KNOC;- , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Old Lebanon United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Wednesday, August 23,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.
2. There were 5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
o voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

5 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

TG .0 Ul

I
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November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

102 Able Road, Fayetteville, TN 37334; Lincoln County;
BK/PG; D-4/55-56; Church Building

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Bank of Lincoln County; Checking, US Bank; Checking

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

None

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Harms Methodist Church

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

W/@/L %,Chairman

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 10™ day of September, 2023 by and between Hickory Hill United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with [ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling (-128.00)

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,189.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2,182.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

\’pa’hd\ { A&Qﬁe /%Chair, Administrative Board Date C:?/ /Ci / 90&3
- > ~ T ] ’
/VA/Q/Z’ fg/ M Board of Trustees Date ; -0 ’Zr-g

Representatives of the Annual Conference

. oz
}/. District Superintendent Date CT” (D - 27 }

A4

/
/2 \ﬁM Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date [0 -to - 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE HICKORY HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2799 HICKORY HILL CHURCH ROAD
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160

I, ’)?Qr\ e€ \2 0€S , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Hickory Hill United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

L. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, September 10,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were 1O ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

g voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

| Q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

. ,@/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFF TLIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
‘ ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where
Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building,
parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred
(Attach copies of deeds containing property description. If

multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed
information must be provided.

2793 Lrekopy the Diye ot KbAD
SHELBIALLE, TN B0  —Beprord Adounry
DD jBook. KK K Pase 2777

FBoFerrs” JNaliDeS AHwleH Bt Dind-
A D A rery

C reieased

g All personal property, other than
property bearing “United Methodist Church”
or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the
exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by
the Annual Conference)

NorE

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF
OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF
LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nop E



SECURED/UNSECURED - NOTES:

N &
THREATE DM OR PENDING LITIGATION
N E
SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF
UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME
OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE
MADE) kuwmv H:u.@ CQMMLNW?}"‘ Zﬂam&ﬁﬁ

I CERTIF Y THAT THE INF ORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE
IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

’72’2’&:%54/2%
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED

DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 9 day of September, 2023 by and between Highland United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 1 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4 Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,498.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,675.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2,554.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Locai Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and aiso shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Qreanizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a materiai and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

o

s J . . -
T “*m/"‘"""“;)#‘ £ Chair, Administrative Board Date & . 7— 2.3
%AAM AA/\:V}@/\W* Chair, Board of Trustees Date ¢ ? -2

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/\{7% / %ct Superintendent Date ?— 9-20Z3
<VM

, / e _____Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date __ 10 -0 - 2223

v
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE HIGHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ?DDRESS OF CHURCH:
2934 HUNTSVILLE HWY
FAYETTEVILLE, TN 37334

I, U—." /f }/ / \1 J 0'7?. E , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Highland United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Saturday, September 9,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.
2. There were i ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
ﬂ/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

/d‘/ abstained.

/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

Qj Bl ob%és{




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TOBE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

High lond Upited Medod istCharch
257 /T Fagetevle T/20377

‘,;-2-._?.2 ’dcji s éc)rl-ecj'-&

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in;

{/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following;

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: 4

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: < /,4

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION A/ / A

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: [ yry 5o psoarSbeve Masve  Greg Dodson,Tany R .oddesk
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

N —F
OFFICER/AUTH ED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2853

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 27 day of August, 2023 by and between Hillsboro United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null
and void.
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2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iti.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling (-1 0% (1))

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated
by Annual Conference, totaling $16,622.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity
provider, totaling $22,309.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not
become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in
the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or
contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Represen@es of the Local Church

}Z@é?/ | ( / Chair, Administrative Board Date g’ ’27’;&723
M L@ (I anse_ Chair, Board of Trustees Date &-27-23

Representatives of the- Annual Conference
L 7 - ~ - > ? _ B
%is/ District Superintendent Date §-< <. 3

Cﬂ) . ﬂ M Authorized Member, Board of Trusiees Date G -27. 2ez 3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER'’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE HILLSBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
305 WINCHESTER HWY
HILLSBORO, TN 37342
wsoem

I, SMES Muu@a M;\.Mgé Y %@ZS , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Hillsboro United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, August 27,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were l l 4 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the of Discipline.

/ L( voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

q L voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

{ abstained.

Copies, of the ballgts ze available for inspection upon request.
Mﬁ;ﬂl&& )%/ ?}7 =

]d’YL SO~
OFFICERIAUTHORIZEDXESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



April 2023

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Church: 305 Winchester Hwy, Hillsboro, Tn 37342
Parsonage: 147 Lillie Road , Hillsboro, Tn. 37342
Deeds attached

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS:

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: _ NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ NONE KNOWN
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: HILLSBORO METHODIST CHURCH , WILL BE
CORPORATION IF VOTE PASSES

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

ROBERT HENLEY



OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TQO ¢ 2553

LUy x i

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 11™ day of September, 2023 by and between Lynchburg First United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline relaied to ihe praciice of homosexualiiy or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

Page 2 of 6



2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $4,352.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $13,749.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $18,549.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any aftiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation trom The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,

Page 5 of 6



whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaftiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church
= ' air, Administrative Board Date 67‘/ / ’9\3

=7 y j '
’;’{‘ M{/ /)/}:/ ’ /é% Chair, Board of Trustees Date 7) ~// i%c;ls

Representatives of the Annual Conference

ﬂ// /&L’C\ District Superintendent Date 7 —1)~2 v=>

Y v

g
QU) I., /(/\—\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 <10 ~2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE LYNCHBURG FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

65 MECHANIC STREET NORTH
LYNCHBURG, TN 37352

1 KABNGH  WarielD , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Lynchburg First United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Monday, September 11,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were 1 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

\ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

10 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

Condey R




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

%5 M&Cj\a;}l’b Sﬁeof‘ /\,&ﬂ% é“’{;;'ﬂa( czevz':[,’ /5/7)))
Deed Bk | page. Sl - Celso ethers = will be cfeched
Meere County, TN

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released. Mad,\ai - FO Y mevs ga ,Uk o/'l\/ vedbe ry' U:, st 5“’1‘9

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

@_ All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

NONE

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY ©R TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NON E

SECURED/UNSECURED NoTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NJON £

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: L\I/UL)\bum’ M@%AJ;S/’ d}(ﬁ"&l\

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TBUSTEESAIN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

Frowk Fleteker) Row Bradted, P/ Frame Reile ish tatfield

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABO IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.
e Z [
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

d/ra fo[« Covveld Chair !~




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20 day of August, 2023 by and between Old Lebanon United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553 .2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, ] 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called sesston of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1,893.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2065.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2934.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $5,799.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Page 4 of 6



5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

G,Q{MW Chair, Administrative Board Date 3[—? l! A6 3
/M«/%?AQ/ Chair, Board of Trustees Date b [ > ( RORS

Representatjyes of the Anpual Conference
/ Aﬁm Superintendent Date B - <1-23

Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date to -12- 23

Page 6 of 6



November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE OLD LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
9227 NEW Z1ION ROAD
CHRISTIANA, TN 37037

I, m /(/ 579 ( , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Old Lebanon United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, August 20, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were éz ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

é) voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

7/%~4/ £

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

Yt




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

See Attachment 1

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

See Attachment 2

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
x__ All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: OLD LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

CINDY AYERS
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

- DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 18" day of September, 2023 by and between Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist

Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with  246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $23.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $4,582.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5,200.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Logal Church
§ %mr Administrative Board Date %” / ? —-Zj

Chalr Board of Trustees Date q -‘/ ¥-23

Representatives of the Annual Conference

é‘ﬂ/f/ﬁ—\/ District Superintendent Date 7”’ 18- 2—3
Q {/ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _19- (0 -2027
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE PLEASANT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

1771 PLEASANT HILL ROAD
LYNCHBURG, TN 37352

I Mﬁtﬁssa qu ) , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Monday, September 18,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were 22 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

ZZ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

W




June 2023

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

1. Lot, Church Building, Storage Building, & Pleasant Hill Cemetery.
1771 Pleasant Hill Road, Lynchurg TN 37352

Deed Book 6, Page 124: Deed Book 8, Page 191; Quitclaim Deed - Book D48, Page 469,
470 & 471; Quitclaim Deed — Book D49, Page 285; Quitclaim Deed — Book D49, Page
287; Quitclaim Deed — Book D49, Page 289; Bellsouth Telecommunications Easement —
Book D53, Page 728. Aerial image Attachment A, dated June 7, 2023. All recorded with
the Moore County Register of Deeds, Lynchburg TN.

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

1. Moore County Bank (A Branch of First Community Bank — Shelbyville TN)

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION: NONE




SUCCESSOR ENTITY: PLEASANT HILL METHODIST CHURCH OF MOORE CO.

Trustees: Phyllis Brock
Anita Camp
Anthony Camp
Melissa Eslick
Douglas Hall
Bobby Sawyer
Patricia Stewart
Victor Stewart

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZEy’ﬁESIGNEE

{02224756.1 }



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9§ 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 27th day of September, 2023 by and between Ransom United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, {2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, q 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

ii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $9,706.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $9,848.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $15,042.00.
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b.

C.

vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new bentity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

A//W «7:7'2"—-\ Chair, Administrative Board Date 9"" a7 -2025

W % Chair, Board of Trustees Date /?/2 7/ 23

Representatives of th¢Z/Annual Conference
/%/ - District Superintendent Date 7 -27-20 2P

{&) ﬁ W« Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 10 -0 .22}
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE RANSOM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
3401 HWY 231 N
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160

I ﬂ ,,f/é e ﬁ K{ < \j}@zq/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Ransom United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members

that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the

Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Wednesday, September
27, 2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the
Book of Discipline.

2. There were ! (5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
O voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ '3 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE

ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. 1f multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.
Church Building 3401 Hwy 231 N__Shelbyville. TN 37160
Located in Book 2. pg. 248

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clanse is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
@ All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

Al

MORTGAGES:
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: [N/A]
] N/ﬂ

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

Currently the organization’s name is Ransom United Methodist (Nonprofit Corporation).

As of August 22, 2023, we filed the Articles of Amendment to the Charter with the State of
Tennessee to change the name to Ransom Church. We are waiting for the paperwork from the
State of Tennessee to confirm the name was officially changed.

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)




ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO ON AND BELIEF.

) %w\\

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

51}



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by 9 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26" day of September, 2023 by and between Singleton United Methodist Church (“Local
Church™) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” ({ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $264.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1,117.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1,499.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Represeqtatives of the Local Church

oy |
"%:f/ Chair, Administrative Board Date ?/ 2 62/ F=
/?Lz‘;(//(/ @&% Chair, Board of Trustees Date 1/ A 6/@\3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

KW /7[‘“/ District Superintendent Date 7" K4 é -273

N L—

Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 1©-10 -202.3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE SINGLETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
2705 Hwy 130 E
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160

I

, J()vf OQ 407N vb)r\Q %QS , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Singleton United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, September 26,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were & \ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

;Q l voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

A g

abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

‘rﬁ:lzm) DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

B




9/17/23, B.40 AM 20 23 Exhibit B Dis AQr-6 - Googe DocCs

November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separaie
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

- » , Ey |
' hurch Building, Deed Book 23 page 161, Map112, Parcel U UL

2705 Hwy. 130 E

Shelbyvill 7160

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
to be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trustclause is to be released in:

_X__ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE o
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _SINGLETON COMMUNITY CHURCH
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL

TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)
TRUSTEES: PAUL CATHEY, CHARLES CATHEY, PATRICK PHELPS

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEE

Drittney Ray

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

htps-/idocs.google .com/document/d/1D3x4E-ppSGecaSHTpYL2UoioNSQfyWBH4uSIrKiBig/edit
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26" day of September, 2023 by and between Smith Chapel United Methodist Church
(“Local Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist
Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 4 2553 4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -$209.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2,592.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $3,559.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
Representatives of the Local Church

u /)
/19&14\70@0 wo ﬁm@Chair, Administrative Board Date Q ~4bL~273

Qe L En i oap e Chair, Board of Trustees Date G_ ;.7 —+
T J‘ N

Representatives of the Annual Conference

: e . - P
%“/ {C)Z/V District Superintendent Date 7 Zé ?j
Q(/‘g , (/L—’-' Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date )0 - (0 ~ 29&2
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE SMITH CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

87 SMITH CHAPEL ROAD
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160
I, g\”@?\(\g\(\ﬁ, \ra;\ \ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Smith Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, September 26,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were /\i)( ) ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
\QQ\ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

20 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

&% abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

" / — . ) ,, ‘
Sedcnare el O /M
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

e |/ .



August 2023

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. if multiple properties, attach a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.
Church building and lot located at 87 Smith Chapel Road, Shelbyville, TN 37388.

Deed Book 78, Page 779, Deed Book 15, Page 282, Register’'s Office, Moore County,

Tennessee (copies of deeds attached)

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in;

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All perscnal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES {FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION: NONE




SUCCESSOR ENTITY: SMITH CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

Trustees: R. D. McKenzie, Jr.
Paul Waldrep
Stephanie Trail
Larry Moorehead
Josh Thrower
Brett Kennamer
Houston Lindsey
Bud Mullins
Linda Harris

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

.

JAUFHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to ¥ 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 1** day of October, 2023 by and between Wartrace United Methodist Church (“Local
Church”) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WIHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 1 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and iritangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is
given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, /2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, {2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 1 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 2501, Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 9 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023, The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

I

ii.

ii1.

iv,

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling -$460.00

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $5,291.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year's budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $7,848.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $12,085.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all sighage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Page 4 of 6



5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference 1n the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8 Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Date /@////(QOZ%
Date jp’ﬂ/ -02013

Representatives of the Annual Conference

@%’/\ District Superintendent Date /O~ [/~ 2022

Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE WARTRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
305 MAIN STREET
WARTRACE, TN 37183

L p /Y(/! § {/ﬂ/ W /4/5/ o , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Wartrace United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
1 can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, October 1, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were <~ l ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

/ r—? voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

O abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Lo
OF F}CER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

[ g UM g,

o
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e.. church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

- . . i Nz
LMeriebnr Lo sevpng Ciavnam Sovin I Wogipnce EN rhesi
Biviwwo Cevwry  LDiney Peox 31 Puri7i Mosnr Ao

. 4 . g’ LAY .
L Whaginee Mermpgisp  Frasonnzy S K b Sree).
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BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: Lj
be reieased.

PERSONA n released 1.

trust clause is

V/ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
B V/ All personal property, with the exception of the foliowing:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

o
Now iz

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Non =

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: /Yo

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION A0 A/ g=

SUCCESSORENTITY: tYARrinee /V) ETHepis; CHpicH

(IF CORPORATION. PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIFEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennesse-Western Kentucky Conference

As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 10 day of September, 2023 by and between Zion Hill United Methodist Church (“Local
Church™) and The Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with { 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be

released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, §2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annuai Conference acknowiedge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-calied session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 1 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation November

30, 2023. The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s ratification

referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

1.

ii.

1il.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totalin w

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $866.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1,547.00.
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $0

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $0

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and aiso shall ensure that any affiiiates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Qrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —

in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

@W , @ /),,,t,,”é{? Chair, Administrative Board Date ?40 /23
A; /—/L/ (e m Ap é/)/ ¢— Chair, Board of Trustees Date (77 -[§-273

#

Representagives of the Annual Conference

ML@’/ District Superintendent Date 7-/D-29Z [

o /1
O, ﬂ . Vﬂ /Q/\,—/‘ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 0 -10 - 222 %
U
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE ZION HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:
510 THOMPSON ROAD
UNIONVILLE, TN 37180

I, ﬁﬂ‘uﬂmm L9! %{% F\AC(A {( ,{[Y/’} , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Zion Hill United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, September 10,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.
2. There were / L/ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation; .

/ % voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

J(Q// abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

(tloptn g L™

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Si0 Tpemesed B,

UniodyiuL E ! TN 37180

W Boow i34 Page 896 , Boex 9 Bace 1%

FELL WL % ( ta i - . F
SR ULRST CommudiTy BANK.  Skep

‘ YU & I
BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each accour.{"n gn which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released 1n:

i~ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N / )t\

| [
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: r\ /

| .
\ / A
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION ,\‘

J——

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: PdinitP Dovgras | Co8y CRowle i , TRusTEES
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.



OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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