Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 3" day of May, 2023, by and between Atwood UMC (“Local Church”) and Tennessee
Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with  246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, ] 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

Page 2 of 6



2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 92501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $21 16.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2692.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5686.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representétives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date J ~F-4.3

Chair, Board of Trustees Date S-3-o3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

j @ District Superintendent Date %’c/ 3 202 2

éLu,Q B N ﬂf\ A Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date _/: 5/ 25/ 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE ATWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

1350 W MAIN ST ATWOOD TN 38220

I, /é' el Herrae , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
Atwood United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members that was taken to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the
United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on May 3, 2023 at a meeting duly called
by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were Q ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is

3. @/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

9 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,@ abstained.
-

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

g oo

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

CT SUPERINTENDENT



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

/350 Moin ST W, fTweed, 7TV 382D

Lorrol La TV, Deed back 9, 0. A23
Church .5(4:’/4/’»;2

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. See ﬂfrac}zed /Oaje .

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

A All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: SNone

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: /}/aﬂf_.

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ foxne.

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: /? 7 @oaa/ Co rpuersiope f/f.e.faL

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO ION AND BELIEF.

FYCER/AUTTTORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
' As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 26 day of September, 2023, by and between Bethlehem (Hardin County) (“Local
Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9§ 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation
(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual
Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$209.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $560.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1183.00;

Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited

to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
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shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date; $4300.00

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.
viii. Total for disaffiliation: $6252.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to setfle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
~ be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

" 7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers, |
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

resentatives of the Local Church

: (E\N; » Q&A:;\Mgmmv Chair, Administrative Board Date C? l .D\h‘;é\?)

+

‘,Q_%am%a_Chair, Board of Trustees Date Z /96/23

Representatives of the Annual Conference

PPN ia 4}6/ District Superintendent Date Jéﬁ / Z{' 20273

L4 P

‘g “ a"eéb('ﬂ'v Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date 70 /2o / 2623

(
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE BETHLEHEM HARDIN COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 250 BETHLEHEM RD ADAMSVILLE TN
38310

I, P" /iq A// ChEL , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Bethlehem United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1 The Church Council and members of the Church met on

Je,o 7 = é, 202 2 ,atameeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were % ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
52 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

rd

Q voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

Q/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

e 902 fotg bk

OFF}ICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

7-;4(5/&; ﬁ@a B

]F Oz gt Fdr e
4 o B




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet. )

All listed information must be provided.
_A50 BerHilenem Roap

LoomsVILLE  Ta. 38310

A,K,é)/fﬂn\f ﬁau'y\fff7/

LED Lok il

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and tvpe of

be released.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in: _

v Al personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):
MORTGAGES: N / y/i

/
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: ,,qf/ ok
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ A/

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _ A/, /_4 :
(IF CORPORATION. PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY.
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AVTHORYZED DESIGNEE /.,




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 6" day of September, 2023, by and between Carter’s Chapel (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with § 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (f2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all propetty, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual ”

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$1352.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3212.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments 0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $5195.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Chuxch shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/’/r . & / 4 <—"‘ r o - f\.?
%ﬁ% Chair, Administrative Board Date )/Q"Z'% '5 ) 02' T

WMChair, Board of Trustees Date é@{{ é 222 %

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%ma KQ @ District Superintendent Date J@O/ 6 2023

I
) 20l g . ﬂaﬂo Aré__ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 / ol / 2023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE CARTER’S CAHPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 65 CARTES CHAPEL LANE
HUNTINGDON TN 38344

I ﬂ%‘? Y 7Ot/ ATER , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Carter’s Chapel United Methodist Church (“Church”™) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on
J €L ’z . é/, 2023 ,atameeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were 2 & ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
ﬁ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

20  voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

@’ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

/49@@ ,LV / Zrar” \"“f/)/lbcd’églk UpsIng,

FICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

ere Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
Property to be transferred (Attach copies
ies, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County wh
(i.e., church building, parsonage. cemetery etc.) of Real
of deeds containing property description. If multiple propert

All listed information must be provided.
*

LS Cariers Cjhapel |an
_Huarngdon TH SBHE

[ )

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is

be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
v’ Al personal property. other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (E OR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NonNne
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NoNe

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _YNONE
rchh

 SUCCESSOR ENTITY:

 (IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME, IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

~ PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
 TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE) -

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO

- THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

IGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement™) is entered
into this 7" day of May, 2023, by and between East Trinity UMC (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The ﬁnited
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $5053.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $9000.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $15513.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
partiesv shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
‘Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General

Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church,.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Represéntatives of the Local Church
\ Q(Q,w 4va_ Chair, Administrative Board Date 120 273
Chair, Board of Trustees Date _ C -7-27023

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/%za J @29/ District Superintendent Date {_%}/z 7 Zo Zj
E)Ku 2 w@ . %«L Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /2 / 29 / 2027253
7 7
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
oF THE MEMBERS OF THE EAST TRINITY _ UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

3291 PAUL COFFMAN DR JACKSON TN 38301

2)0,«?/5 ﬂf H77HE &S , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
East Trinity United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members that was taken to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the
United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on May 7, 2023 at a meeting duly called
by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were 23 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is /. 5 .

3. { voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

Z Z voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

ﬁ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFF ICER/AUTH yﬁSIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES
ey 7 2023

D%ICT SUPERINTENDENT
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Address, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.c., church building, parsonage,
cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds or survey containing
property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
1[.:’._.'._‘;-,:')‘"\"' ‘(tt \\_'r\- kl\ [(rxl Lc{ p’(‘&_\‘(ﬂa\’ Ai }'{' (ﬂ t\:.( r"CT..L\
5)&1 ‘& 'PCJ__L\_ C;._C'"(;'(;*ﬂql__ck D ™, ‘\‘_Sjﬁ'( _lﬁ Sam "'{NE\{ e -j((',!

- . \ v e
Deed Dok -Tog . Yaqe. §YI—F50

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. *

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

Vil - All personal property, other than property bearing “United
e p prop i
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

Al personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES:

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: =45 jr 1 r@@l«( Clare - ﬁ""bc;» L3a99 14
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE NAMES OF TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFIGER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 14th day of August, 2023, by and between Ebenezer UMC (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 42553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ¥ 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1652.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1867.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2560.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary

and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.

Page 4 of 6



5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives e Local Church
%7 Chair, Administrative Board Date g / / L} / 2 ;
{

| /2 W Chair, Board of Trustees Date ?/{//(7// /25

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/ .60 () District Superintendent Dat / o
BN Lo M»yﬁ istrict Superintenden ate /d«ég,', 5// 202 j
(/ /2, (/z’¥——\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ¥ -23-2027%
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 3515 EBENEZER ROAD REAGAN TN
38368

15(7(‘ K L’I L‘k“/\(i {7 , as the undersigned officer or authorized

—
designee of 4= e~ ex— United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Monday, August 14,
2023, at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book
of Discipline.

2. There were <( ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
G voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

3/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;
N

s

—€>  abstained.

Copies of the ballots are vailable for inspection upon request.

?//(//z)

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery efc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list-on ‘a_separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided. :

3505 Fhpnezer Ko Reagan T/
Henderss . Cou Preol YL .
?’ﬁg 324 Chuch wemedery

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
bereleased. 3¢ Gdtach

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trustc

se is to be released in:

‘ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROCF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSCR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: lonc

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: rliovie

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION
rloyic

successorEnTTY: _E ben e zer (Methodisy Church Tipes

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

éﬁéixb‘(% fz@é"fﬁl@f?‘f{j
Church Council Cheai FPerson

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 8th day of August, 2023, by and between Enville UMC (“Local Church™) and Tennessee
Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual
Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline’), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property «iny trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 42553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to €2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Condi

tions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple

majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $2401.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $6176.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $10942.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If'the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church -
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
Jiability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date Y-£ "Z?

Chair, Board of Trustees Date S( 5 I3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

% Z\ﬂ @ District Superintendent Date Azcﬁzgﬁ éj, Lo 2.3

1]
w 3 . O’Q**U/\)“ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date fo/ ze / 2028
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE ENVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 8505 MAIN ST. ENVILLE TN 38332

i FRAN f /£ A~NLE /\/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of £/’\/ Vit ¢ E  United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, August 8, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were 2'7 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

£
2 7 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

E abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED D%IGNEE FICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.c., church building, parsonage. cemetery cle.) ol Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. Ifmultiple propertics, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
Alllisted information must be provided.

8505 Main St, Enville, Tn 38332; Chureh Building, Reereation Building, Parsonage

Deed Book 35, Page 211; Deed book 35, Page 299; Deed Book 74, Page 373; Deed book 271, Page
448; Deed Book 285, page 461; Deed Book 294, Page 536

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of cach account in which trust clausc is
be released.  See attached form with routing and account numbers

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

3 All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any propesty that will be retained by the Annual Conterence)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOYF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: None

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES;  None

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION None

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Enville Methodist Church, Inc,

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTII TIIE NAME OF TIIE NEW ENTITY AND TITE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRU
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION Al

AND CORRECT
O

I
EXHIBIT C HAS BEEN PROVIDED CER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

BY ATTORNEY DONALD GLENN



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO §] 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 19" day of September, 2023, by and between Liberty (Benton County) (“Local
Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 1 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$466.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $6206.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $7936.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. [Intellectual Property.Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatjves of the Local Church

PUshinse S/

’

Chair, Administrative Board Date é:/ ? //0 Z 3

./
%Chair, Board of Trustees Date 9 "/ 9 "%Q:B

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/d&@ /{6 dm;,a District Superintendent Date &%p/ 05720 ‘2/?

e

i g Lé\_——\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date Q4. 2¢ 2028
1
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE LIBERTY BENTON COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3185 HwY 62%A Camoen, TN
PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 131-MEADOWBROOK-CAMDEN-TN
38320

TN
L, /o ,dﬂﬁ{/of on/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Liberty United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the

Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on
(__5—(::; ) i 4 i Z o 23 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2z There were 2 7 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

2 y voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,d abstained.

7

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

ICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
W 5Ol



November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet. )
All listed information must be provided. M’“ u. ld D”.

31%5 ku(ﬂH !3! Wes rwk

‘B&Vﬂ'ﬁh; Co .
Deed Book | p.q0

?fdd"boak i g “'{71&3

W 1ch t st clause 15

be released,

PERSONA lrust clause is to be released in:

_ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: h‘ one.

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: __Nowe

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION ’\b\ﬂ L

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: Li be*"['\-! UUU‘C}\

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE ANDCORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO TION AND BELIE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9] 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 5% day of September, 2023, by and between Liberty All (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with  246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and 9 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
-$53.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1578.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments 0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1888.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. Ifthe Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.
esentatives of the Local Church

// M ﬁﬁA Chair, Administrative Board Date q ”5/’ Z 5

- . __Chair, Board of Trustees Date (? - /'\j =

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date gé;é # 5, 2023
/. g M—\/ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date lcz'gxgzozz

7
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE LIBERTY ALL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 2415 OLD STAGE RD HUNTINGDON TN
38344

I, pq/é, b Se. , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of Liberty All United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

The Church Council and members of the Church met on

35@422@#{5!/ 5 pal , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were ./ é ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
/,@/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

£ ¢ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,0’ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

%w Moo P Naee

FICER!AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred {Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheel) All listed information must be provided.

LisT ATrACHED

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. LrsT A‘TTA@H'EJO
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v~ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES {(FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: /\( ONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION
NONE

SUGCESSOR ENTITY: L t1BERTY At MeTHODIST O Hu Q0+

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BEMADE) & (R Pl 4T 16N

{ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by Y 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 15th day of August, 2023, by and between Middleton UMC (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (*Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ( 2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and ¥ 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $1094.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $3282.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $4663.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

A,LW Og\lA oo B Chair, Administrative Board Date 8_ /9 - 2.3

“@Q/%\, &M)&/\ Chair, Board of Trustees Date & - \5 ‘“13

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%m&d ,(O @.yd District Superintendent Date 4“(74 /_é‘ 202 3

@. @ W Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date ¢ - 23-202 3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MIDDLETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 429 MAIN STREET NORTH MIDDLETON
TN 38052

L _Guweuw Speck , as the undersigned officer or authorized
7

designee of m- 00‘-2/“"“/ United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Tuesday, August 15 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of

Discipline.

2. There were l ( ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
6 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

_/ / voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

€
ﬂstain@d.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

Husew Hpcel 9/ S/v 2

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided. '

Middleton United Methodist Church
429 North Main, Middleton TN 38052

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:
X All personal property, other than property bearing “United

Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame
X All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE



THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _ MIDDLETON COMMUNITY CHURCH INC.__

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

ICERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND_BELIEF.
4/1/2023 ELC@-*

RECA SEEVER
‘ CHAIRMAN TRUSTEES
(ﬁf-@/)}uﬂ _ A.w-?/ru M
LOUISE THIGP GWEN SPECK J

CHAIRMAN FINANCE COMMITTEE 2 CHAIRMAN CHURCH COUNCIL

gaY4 N NomPSer

EENA THOMPSON DEAN'
CHAIRMAN PPRC

{02224756.1 }
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
: As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 92553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered

into this 20 day of September, 2023, by and between Mt. Vinson (McNairy County) (“Local
Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church

(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ({2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, ] 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of 12501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$614.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2389.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $2614.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. QOrganizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps hecessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to setfle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representativés, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and

provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/A{v/ Z f? f:é)%f) Chair, Administrative Board Date 5’} - A0~ ’“‘v
Z%é %/W Chair, Board of Trustees Date ?7 2 0. 20?75

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/éw ﬁ (]’m,O District Superintendent Date &;0/ 20 202}
/ £ 7
6? /
. dul g . %ﬁt& Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /¢ / Ead / 273
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MT. VINSON MCNAIRY COUNTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 2100 ToMMY SANDERS RD
STANTONVILLE TN 38379

I, 32’7%/1/4 /‘ﬁ/}fofc/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Mt. Vinson United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the Church

members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1 The Church Council and members of the Church met on

J-QO / 20, Ze2 3 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
e 7
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were .3{ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
T voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

Z 2. voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,’@/ abstained.

7

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

kG afftu L)l

ICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

s 1

('/M o/ [ Nees Aec‘s




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of
deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)

All listed information must be provided.

2100 Tommy Sanders Road, Stantonville, Tennessee in the 4" Civil District of MeNairy County, Tennessee

Parcel 1: Map 76 Parcel 19.00

Tract 1 Deed Book 41 Page 557 and Deed Book 41 Page 188 in the Register’s Office of MeNairy County, Tennesses — Cemetery

Tract 2 Deed Book Z Page 16 in the Register’s Office of McNairy County, Tennessee. Also see Deed Book  Page 70. — Church, Fellowship Hall &
Pavilion

Tract 3 Deed Book 153 Page 406 in the Register’s Office of McNairy County, Tennessee — Cemetery

Parcel 2: Map 76 Parce] 21.23 in the 4™ Civil District of McNairy County, Tennessee — Cemetery

Deed Book 179 Page 24 in the Register's Office of McNairy County, Tennessee

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be

released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: MT. VINSON METHODIST CHURCH
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMAFION AND BELIE
L g :

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DES[$NEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 20" day of August, 2023, by and between Mt. Zion (Carroll Co) (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee_Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {7 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
Jeast two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved

and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferrec_i free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” ({2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of 9§ 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist-Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$1887.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $6347.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments _$0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $8043.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. Ifthe Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satiéfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
“accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed pnor to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

M 5 M =) Chair, Administrative Board Date 8 -QQ—»Q. %
)121\4’\&3\ 7’/ ul/(&:a-—wf Chair, Board of Trustees Date & 2.0 ~ 3

Representatives of the Annual Conference

District Superintendent Date 4%_(&40/ 2023

/ 2
Wi B . 01&7;& Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /2 / Zs / AN =1
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE MT. ZION (CARROLL C0) UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 120 MT. Z1ON CHURCH RD.
HUNTINGDON TN 38344

L_ Lisa {)illiard , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of mf , Ziory  United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

| The Church Council and members of the Church met on
/%A Aus F 99/, 2023 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were <A ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

S c? voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

S abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

} 7
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

~r



EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. Ifmultiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Mt Zion United Methodist Church
120 Mt. Zion Road

Huntingdon, TN 38344

Carrolt County

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. Attachment included

PIERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION __ NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: MT ZION CHURCH HUNTINGDON, TN

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

L)

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

B oaan a0



Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement—Ndme Conference
: As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO {2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 18™ day of September, 2023, by and between Post Oak (“Local Church”) and Tennessee
Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with §f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, § 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
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on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by' Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling
$1652.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $4644.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $7041.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disafﬁliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to setﬂe, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
" Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representati\}es, members, trustees,
emi)loyees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral
part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Chair, Administrative Board Date e’;ﬂf‘ /£ 2023

m Chair, Board of Trustees Date S€&. /8 ~Zo~ZF

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%ﬂt‘ﬂlg M District Superintendent Date M /8 2025

;’ ;QIL,Z 5 Q/Q‘ZW Authonzed Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 / 20 / 7023
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE POST OAK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 1610 PosT OAK RD CAMDEN TN 38320

Lk d-?.e oL 2)4 Vi2Sok/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Post Qak United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on
Jep s 8/ , 2oZS , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were 2'2— ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline. .
0/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation; ‘

2 2 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

Q/ abstained.
re

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

_@_rcz&nQ,w

FFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE

gfm 2/ s asr{r’es;/g/f'y, p /@




November 2022

EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use (i.e.,
church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies of deeds

containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.) All listed
information must be provided.

Church Building — 1610 Post Oak Rd, Camden, TN 38320, Benton County, Book 6 Page 313

Church Property — 1610 Post Oak Rd, Camden, TN 38320, Benton County Book 134 Page 748
Parsonage — 131 Meadowbrook St, Camden, TN 38320, Benton County Book 133 Page 123

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is be
released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

__ X All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF LIABILITY OR
TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NONE

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NONE

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: CORPORATE NAME — POST OAK CHURCH

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY, PROVIDE
BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL TRUSTEES IN
WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

/3:1&“{,"‘&0 , 7,-’ ,’L; V(v:i- &'7-,(‘\
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 4 day of May, 2023, by and between Powell’s Chapel UMC (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee _Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with Y 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Di’scz’pline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§2501.2)

WHEREAS, 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4, Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $517.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $1004.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1850.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
- Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and fore\}er covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

/
M } g;é Chair, Administrative Board Date %fy{{ 75
) J\\ LHG? & 7/14 %’V{QI/\M) Chair, Board of Trustees Date ?Kq,{? g23 APA A

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%naw %Q @w District Superintendent Date 7%«4/ "7/ 202 3
=74

Ve
g . &,\ P Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /o / ze / 2023
! /
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE POWELL’S CHAPELUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH:

210 GOOCH STORE RD HORNSBY TN 38044

I, 7’3.4 Aricia COK é 1/24C , as the undersigned officer or authorized designee of
United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church members
that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:
1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on May 4, 2023 at a meeting duly called
by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were é ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
The number of votes needed to meet the required 2/3 majority is

3. Q/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

7
o voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

,@/ abstained.
7

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

@nﬁ\mm I8 \,LJL “Funda ‘VY\”WZMW\)

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

o f) Bonigor

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage. cemetery ete.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. It multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Powells Chapel United Methodist Church, Inc.

155 ¢ ooch Store Road, Hornsby, Hardeman County, TN. 38044

Deed Book 42, Page 26-28, ( 11/29/08 quitelaim deed when church was incorporated)
Register’s Office of Hardeman County TN, 100 North Main, Bolivar, TN, 38008

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in: |
X All personal property. other than property bearing

:ﬁlil;g Methodist Church™ or the Cross and Flame
b. S All personal property. with the exception of the

following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conlerence)




EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: ___NONE
SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: ___NONE
THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION __NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _ POWELL CHAPEL COMMUNITY CHURCH, INC.__

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INF ORMATION AND BELIEF.

A s n w7 AR B AT
TIMOTHY,COX .
FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR
PPRC CHAIR
CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIR

4 z—z%

BOB GRANTHAM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR

LQ(UT\UAMMJ

PATRICIA KIRK
SECRETARY/TREASURER

Fude MMahas) M%
LINDA MCMAHAHAN GARY ELFYFR (NEW MEMBER)
ATTENDING MEMBER

q€ ﬁrém C%zl-’L

PP FHANAELFNER (NEW MEMBER)
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 6th day of August 2023, by and between Reaves UMC(“Local Church”) and the
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {{ 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conférence

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (§ 2501.2)

WHEREAS, {2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no
later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $-51.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $608.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $864.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church ~
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

Y ) .
M oo A Chair, Administrative Board Date C?,/,(/,. (.
7 -

72//» 7/54%9,{,4 _/ ___Chair, Board of Trustees Date [Z/g’ A 92023
- 7

Representatives of tIZ—Aénual Conference
%W 42? District Superintendent Date '?"’( Vi 4 J Z 02 T
@@J B : &Q&Z«x Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /2 /2o /Zo 23
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE REAVES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 110 REEVES CHAPEL LANE
MipDLETON TN 38052

Ry ARoser

, as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of ; ;é AVES United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Sunday, August 6, 2024,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were 5 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

,@/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

5 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

@/ abstained.
/

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

S‘ RNk~ 3R zoé

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE ER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physigal Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.} of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

DQQ_ QLRBOK t#@ ‘ gegy’e& Um_; +FJ_ M%’{“éé‘lf&‘l{; éj\wf‘c-l«-\
~ i 0 Reeves Church [ n
Pooe 1€THSE M {{letan 7o 3800

HQA"& e Ay CO \L’r\"l“q

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. '

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
odist Church” or the Cross and Flame ‘

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
t any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

XISTING L OR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: N 0NMNe,

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NO ne

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION \\\ ONQ, '

1. ~
SUCCESSOR ENTITY: RQ&\( e Chureh qu \h QKQFS‘ *_.’%Sxi“\a)% a

Co
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.




Koy loaon

OFFICYR/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
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Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO { 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 7th day of August, 2023, by and between Sardis UMC (“Local Church™) and Tennessee
Waestern Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference™).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual
Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline™), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property «ip trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (] 2501.2)

WHEREAS, 92553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, § 2553 .4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The
United Methodist Church to be «“memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual
Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of § 2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3 Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional for the twelve (12) months immediately prior to the

Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling $900.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $955.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $1705.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation

Date;

vii, If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available
to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

¢. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious
bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

\!iﬁlies of the Local Church
Chair, Administrative Board Date ?'«7 - Q/.B

(77 WJ /‘p% Chair, Board of Trustees Date g - 7 - ;L%

Representatives of the Annual Conference

/ i
st L] cﬁ*)W‘Q District Superintendent Date 4{ W/ 7,2(? Z)
\ g @ﬁw& Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / 0 / 2 / 20 %3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE SARDIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 55 CRAIG ROAD SARDIS TN 38371

f," ,
L é é’ﬁ?/ e AFe % /é’/\/ £ . as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of DARD /S United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on Monday, August 7, 2023,
at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after notice as required by the Book of
Discipline.

2. There were Z ?Z ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.

/ voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

A 3 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

/ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

nas L) Comp A Q,mg«é@h) ZQQ—Q&QW‘J?
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferred (Attach copies

of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must l:sprovided.

ﬂ- démﬁ; b f\’f“kh‘\ L'fi_ = Bcck 14‘4 ) L:_‘-\"]'CS i—'-l() "‘14. | L},
SS C:"a,b po«,.l Q\\u_nc\\ = Q_J)c;o\K (?;S'\ H{-’SL’S blo - (.'n
-.SC?\J SN 883’“ (‘%"SG"GQCZ - Q)&'f\'\ {23 ; Hf\g(’ = 206-317 ‘ ] 3«-“'—}

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Tms:?use is to be released in:

All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following;:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NCN\Q

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: WNerne

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NGPQ-

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: ga‘ré_\s Gl huegly
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,

PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

[ CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORM AND BELIjF. I

\

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form f)isaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
' As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO § 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement™) is entered
into this 27" day of August, 2023, by and between Shiloh (Hardin Co) (“Local Church”) and
Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual

Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with {f 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust

or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, ¥ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to § 2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”

Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an

authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this
Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and §2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

Page 2 of 6



2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on
the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

il

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately

prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$2177.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2580.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00
An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s

Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension

and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $3711.00;

Total $8468.00
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,

shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve
any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual
. Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,

Page 5 of 6



whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

&Uz’g[ )4&/(/) &) Chair, Administrative Board Date S, /9 7 /9 3

s hair, Board of Trustees Date & / 27 / Z75

Representatives of the Annual Conference

WAQW District Superintendent Date /‘7&?“4/ Z 72023
’
/
V; ‘fpﬂ 73 : @5‘« Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date / D/ 20/ ZoA3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE SHILOH (HARDIN C0) UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 38376 RESTRICTED CONFEDERATE RD
SHILOH TN 38376

I; ?6 ver/ r /‘/ enNs 90\/ , as the undersigned officer or authorized

I
designee of éé’ /’ '{-— United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

I The Church Council and members of the Church met on
dﬁﬁfcéy, /44{4' 27 'ﬁé—" , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after
r= i

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2 There were 2 @ ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
=, voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

e (/ voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

d abstained.
—

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

AQ ﬂa‘ryﬂ ﬁuﬂj z%'/wcw
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Lucated, Deed Book/Page and [?se
{(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property 1o be transferrgd (Anach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate
sheet.) All listed information must be provided.

Cll i [} ll- TSy e ..

_¢ CNE1T

f
A 1acres  Mall

ACYe Qf. & Tid M topd R

BANK/FIN
be released.

ERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

v All personal property, other than property beaeig ™ Umt
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:
(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOE OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: Nane

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES:  Aane

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION _ Algné

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: _Shileh Methodid  Ch weh | The

(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME, IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY,
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL,
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE 1S TRUE AND CORRECT TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.

Llenons)

OFFICER/ATHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO ¢ 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to 9 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 28™ day of August, 2023, by and between Trezevant (“Local Church”) and Tennessee
Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church (“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with | 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to 4 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to § 2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (2501.2)

WHEREAS, 4 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,

and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,

on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible

property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial
Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein

contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a.

b.

Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and § 2529.156(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.
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2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the

Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for

the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set
forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date™). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i.

il.

iil.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$1549.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $5913.00;

Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00
An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s

Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $8807.00;

Total $16269.00

Page 3 of 6



vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation.

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
40ther and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local
Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

j?@um,q % buwﬂ@/u Chair, Administrative Board Date R-2AR-2D=2

5%”‘  _Chair, Board of Trust Date % - -
72 ‘L/‘m air, Board of Trustees ate 8 -8 ,13\

Representatives of the Annual Conference

%f’w dmyo District Superintendent Date /4«4' 2L 2023
(4 J /
. % V/.«./L/\ Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date G -27- Z#€2 3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE TREZEVANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 80 CHURCH STREET TREZEVANT TN
38258

I, 77;( 4&« A/ao/a/;aﬂ , as the undersigned officer or authorized
designee of W United Methodist Church (“Church™) certify the vote of the

Church members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to

Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1 The Church Council and members of the Church met on

/t‘(‘/qu # ,28/ 2023 , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.

2. There were (, i ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
3 voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

¥4 voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate; 12 7'{3
‘2’— abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE
» >
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT
LIST OF ASSETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE
ASSUMED

REAL PROPERTY: Physical Address, County where Located, Deed Book/Page and Use
(i.e., church building, parsonage, cemetery etc.) of Real Property to be transferved (Attach copies
of deeds containing property description. If multiple properties, attached a list on a separate sheet.)
All listed information must be provided.

Trezevant United Methodist Chuirch
80 Church Street, Trezevant, TN 38238

See Aftachment A for description of properties

BANIK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: List bank and type of each account in which trust clause is
be released. See attachment A

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Trust clause is to be released in:

__X__ All personal property, other than property bearing “United
Methodist Church” or the Cross and Flame

All personal property, with the exception of the following:

(List any property that will be retained by the Annual Conference)

EXISTING LIABILITIES (FOR EACH, PROVIDE PROOF OF SATISFACTION OF
LIABILITY OR TRANSFER OF LIABILITY TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY):

MORTGAGES: NO MORTGAGES

SECURED/UNSECURED NOTES: NO LOANS

THREATENED OR PENDING LITIGATION NONE

SUCCESSOR ENTITY: TREZE VANT METHODIST CHURCH, INC .
(IF CORPORATION, PROVIDE CORPORATE NAME. IF UNINCORPORATED ENTITY;.
PROVIDE BOTH THE NAME OF THE NEW ENTITY AND THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL
TRUSTEES IN WHOSE NAME TRANSFER SHOULD BE MADE)

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND CORRECT
1O THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIEF.
' Q‘L/)fr 1 9) 1 YNNG
OFFICER/AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE




Standard Form Disaffiliation Agreement-Name Conference
As mandated by § 2553

DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 9 2553

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant to § 2553 (“Disaffiliation Agreement”) is entered
into this 10*h day of September, 2023, by and between Union Grove McNairy County (“Local
Church”) and Tennessee Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church
(“Annual Conference”).

WHEREAS, Local Church is a United Methodist church within the boundaries of Annual

Conference;

WHEREAS, Local Church has held a church conference, in compliance with 9 246.8, 248, and
2553.2-.3 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (“Discipline”), at which at
least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present at the church conference of Local Church
voted to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference

related to these issues which follow.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2501.1 of the Discipline, Local Church holds its real and personal,
tangible and intangible property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and subject to the

provisions of its Discipline.”

WHEREAS, property subject to §2501.1 “can be released from the trust, transferred free of trust
or subordinated to the interests of creditors and other third parties only to the extent authority is

given by the Discipline.” (12501.2)

WHEREAS, 9§ 2553 provides a specific circumstance in which property subject to §2501.1 can be
released from the trust imposed by that paragraph.

WHEREAS, 9 2553.4 requires the terms and conditions of Local Church’s disaffiliation from The

United Methodist Church to be “memorialized in a binding Disaffiliation Agreement.”
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WHEREAS, Local Church and Annual Conference wish to (1) resolve all matters between them,
and Local Church wishes to acquire from Annual Conference all of Annual Conference’s interest,
on behalf of The United Methodist Church, in the real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held by Local Church and (2) comply with the requirements of § 2553 and Judicial

Council Decision 1379.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and all the mutual covenants herein
contained, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is

hereby acknowledged, Local Church and Annual Conference agree as follows:

1. Conditions Precedent. Local Church and Annual Conference acknowledge and agree:

a. Church Conference Vote. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the professing members present
at a church conference of Local Church must vote to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference
related to these issues which follow.” Local Church must provide documentation, to
the satisfaction of Annual Conference, which evidences the result of the disaffiliation
vote taken at the church conference. Such documentation must be certified by an
authorized officer of Local Church and shall be included as EXHIBIT A to this

Disaffiliation Agreement.

b. Annual Conference Vote. This Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple
majority of the members . . . present and voting” at a duly-called session of Annual

Conference, as required by Judicial Council Decision 1379 and  2529.15(3).

Should either of the above not occur, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall immediately become null

and void.

Page 2 of 6



2. Applicability of §2501. Local Church acknowledges and agrees that pursuant to § 2501 of the
Discipline, Local Church holds all property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, in trust for
the benefit of The United Methodist Church.

3. Date of Disaffiliation. Should Local Church timely comply with all of its obligations as set

forth herein, Local Church’s disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church will be effective on

the last day of the month in which the Annual Conference votes to approve disaffiliation

(“Disaffiliation Date”). The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Annual Conference’s

ratification referenced in Section 1 above.

4. Local Church’s Obligations. Unless a different date is specified, Local Church shall, by no

later than the Disaffiliation Date, do the following:

a. Payments. Prior to the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall pay to Annual

Conference, in a manner specified by Annual Conference, the following:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

Local Church shall have the right to retain its real and personal, tangible and
intangible property without charge. Any costs relating to Local Church’s
retention of its property will be borne by Local Church.

Any unpaid connectional commitment for the twelve (12) months immediately
prior to the Disaffiliation Date, as calculated by Annual Conference, totaling

$882.00;

An additional twelve (12) months of connectional commitment, as calculated

by Annual Conference, totaling $2119.00;
Any past due Direct Bill Pension or Health Insurance payments $0.00

An amount equal to Local Church’s pro rata share, based on a ratio of church’s
Connectional Commitment to the current year’s budget, of Annual
Conference’s unfunded pension obligations, based on the Annual Conference’s
aggregate funding obligations as determined by the General Board of Pension
and Health Benefits using market factors similar to a commercial annuity

provider, totaling $3010.00;
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vi. Any grant from the Annual Conference to the Local Church that was received
within two (2) years prior to the Disaffiliation Date, including but not limited
to grants for Equitable Compensation or small church capital improvements,
shall be treated as a loan and shall be repaid in full prior to the Disaffiliation
Date;

vii. If the Bishop has appointed a pastor to serve a local church for the church year
beginning July 1, 2023, the Church shall be responsible, prior to the
Disaffiliation Date, for paying to Conference a sum equal to the cost of salary
and benefits for the pastor until the end of the Conference year on June 30,
2024, notwithstanding that the Disaffiliation Date will be November 30, 2023,
unless another appointment of equal or greater salary and benefits is available

to the pastor at the time of the Church’s disaffiliation. $3792.00

b. Other Liabilities. Local Church shall either satisfy all of its debts, loans, and liabilities,
or assign or transfer such obligations to its new entity. Such debts, loans and liabilities,
and the disposition thereof, are listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. Local Church
must provide sufficient documentation of same to Annual Conference.
Notwithstanding whether any such liability is disclosed in EXHIBIT B, all liabilities
of Local Church shall remain liabilities of Local Church’s new entity and shall not

become liabilities of Annual Conference.

c. Intellectual Property. Local Church shall cease all use of “United Methodist,” the Cross
& Flame insignia, and any other intellectual property of the denomination and Annual

Conference, including the removal of all signage containing the same.”

d. Group Tax Exemption Ruling. As of the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church shall cease
to use, and also shall ensure that any affiliates of Local Church which have been
included in the group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use, any and all documentation
stating that Local Church is included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling
administered by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United
Methodist Church. Local Church and any of its affiliates which have been included in

the group tax exemption ruling will be removed as of the Disaffiliation Date.
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5. Organizational Transition. Local Church shall take all steps necessary to close and/or dissolve

any legal entities and to settle, liquidate, or transfer all assets and obligations of such entities, or
to establish any new legal entities, or to modify its current organizing documents, as needed to
effectuate its disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church to the satisfaction of Annual
Conference. Local Church shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Annual Conference and its
officers, directors, agents, and employees from any liability or costs (including reasonable attorney
fees) resulting from any claim, action, or cause of action for damages to persons or property

resulting from Local Church’s failure to take all necessary steps as required by this Section 5.

6. Property. On the Disaffiliation Date, Local Church will have full ownership of the property
and assets listed in EXHIBIT B to this Agreement. For any real property to be retained by Local
Church, Local Church shall cause to be prepared a quitclaim deed in the form shown in Exhibit C
hereto, for signature by two Conference Trustees, which deed shall disclaim any interest of the
Conference in the real property pursuant to the UMC trust clause or otherwise. Local Church shall
be solely responsible for ensuring that the property description contained in the Quitclaim Deed is
accurate, and Conference shall make no warranty of title as to Local Church’s property. Local
Church shall provide the information required by Exhibits A and B and the Quitclaim Deed
referenced in Exhibit C prior to the date of the Annual Conference vote on disaffiliation. The
parties shall ensure all necessary transfers or other transactions relating to the above properties are
completed prior to the Disaffiliation Date. Any costs resulting from such transfers or other
transactions shall be borne by Local Church. Annual Conference shall fully cooperate with Local
Church, as needed and applicable, to ensure that such transfers and other transactions convey all
of Annual Conference’s interest — both for itself and on behalf of The United Methodist Church —
in the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of Local Church.

7. Release of Claims. Upon the completion of all of their respective obligations herein, Annual

Conference and Local Church, for themselves and their agents, representatives, members, trustees,
employees, successors, attorneys, and assigns, hereby fully and forever covenant not to sue each
other, and release and discharge each other, and their current and former trustees, officers,
representatives, employees, and assigns, in both their official and individual capacities, from any
liability for any and all causes of action and claims, including any statutory or common law cause

of action, tort or contractual claims, any claims for attorneys’ fees, expenses and all other damages,
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whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, which Annual Conference or Local Church
ever had, now has, hereafter may have or claim to have against any of the above-named entities or
persons in any way arising out of their relationship with each other. The parties further represent
they have no pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against each other.
Notwithstanding the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take action to

enforce this Disaffiliation Agreement in any court where jurisdiction and venue are proper.

8. Time Limit. Should the Local Church fail to satisfy all of its obligations set forth herein by
December 31, 2023, this Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and void.

9. Continuing as Plan Sponsor. Nothing in this Disaffiliation Agreement shall prevent Local

Church, after the Disaffiliation Date, from continuing to sponsor benefit plans from the General
Board of Pension and Health Benefits (Wespath) to the extent permitted by federal law, and
provided that Local Church has not expressly resolved that it no longer shares common religious

bonds with The United Methodist Church.

10. Non-Severability. Each of the terms of this Disaffiliation Agreement is a material and integral

part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held unenforceable or

contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed null and void.

Representatives of the Local Church

ng/) % W Chair, Administrative Board Date 9-17-23
(EIM%—W“‘%CMH Board of Trustees Date,;.,; //7./ 2=

Representatives of the Annual Conference

W L& 4::% District Superintendent DateW’ /0 202.}

@u/ R ﬂ ng 35, Authorized Member, Board of Trustees Date /0 / z©° / 20 7——3
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November 2022

EXHIBIT A TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEEMENT

OFFICER’S CERTIFICATE OF THE DISAFFILIATION VOTE
OF THE

MEMBERS OF THE UNION GROVE MCNAIRY COUNTY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH: 85 PLEASANT SITE RD SELMER TN
38375

L ?f ool e /%MM&:(/S , as the undersigned officer or authorized

designee of Union Grove United Methodist Church (“Church”) certify the vote of the Church
members that was taken to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church pursuant to Paragraph

2553 of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.
I can certify that the following events transpired as described:

1. The Church Council and members of the Church met on
/0 o Z , at a meeting duly called by the District Superintendent after

notice as required by the Book of Discipline.
2. There were 2 ballots cast on the issue of whether to disaffiliate from the

United Methodist Church subject to the provision of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline.
,@l voted “No;” against disaffiliation;

? voted “Yes,” to disaffiliate;

ﬂ abstained.

Copies of the ballots are available for inspection upon request.

/ L2~ @U)Wm
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EXHIBIT B TO DISAFFILIATION AGREEMENT

LIST OF ASSEETS TO BE TRANSFERRED AND LIABILITIES TO BE ASSUM

REAL PROPERTY:

Physical Address: Union Grove United Methodist Church is located at 85
Pleasant Site Rd., Selmer, TN 38375, in McNairy County

Deed can be found in Deed book 9 on page 611.

Use: It a church building where services are held each week

BANK/FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS:

PERSONAL PROPERTY:

List 1. All personal property, other than property bearing “United Methodist
Church” or the Cross and Flame. (Retained by church)

List 2. All personal property, with the exception of the following list of
property retained by Annual Conference.



LIST # 1 Property retained by the church, and does NOT bear “United Methodist
Church” or the Cross and Flame logo.

Iltems dedicated/given in memory/honor of former members.
Mirror in vestibule, table in vestibule, flags, candelabra, offering plates,
Karakoe machine, large cross on stage, baptismal fountain

Pictures, wreaths, and other items attached to walls

Christmas tree and all decorations

Three six ft. book cases, books on the shelves,

New nursery furniture and supplies

Wooden flower stands

Wicker flower stands

Clothes rack

Bric-a-Brac on vestibule table

Pots, pans, coffee pots, dishes, flatware, glassware, trays,

Boxes of foil, cellophane wrap, garbage bags

Paper products

Two filing cabinets

Two tables in back room

Yard sale items

Two craft cabinets

Two plaster plant stands

Two artificial trees

Piano in dining room



List1cont’d

‘Seasonal cloths for pulpit and table

Bibles 25

'Heavenly Highway hymns 1% and 2™ editions-100
‘Methodist Hymnal-46

Children’s table and 14 chairs
S ey




List 2. Property retained by Annual Conference
Pews—15

Pulpit

Pulpit chairs (2)

Baptismal fount
Communion table

Piano on stage

Stove

Refrigerator

Dining Tables (12)

Chairs -72 (cloth covered)
Vacuum cleaner

Sound system

Pevey speakers (2)

Fire extinguisher
Microwave

Security Cameras



EXISTING LIABILITIES

Mortgages—None—— Union Grove United Methodist Church has no mortgages.

Secured/Unsecured Notes—Union Grove United Methodist Church has no notes either
secured or unsecured.

Threatened or Pending Litigation—None
SUCCESSOR ENTITY
Union Grove Methodist Church

Trustees in whose name transfer will be made.

Greg Chevalier—President

James Vernon Huckabee—Vice pres.

Doris Ashe—Secretary

Judy Hammons—Treasurer

Judy Chevalier—Committee Member

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND
CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION, AND BELIEF.
Aunond. Titasins th UHUME
7 U
D /IGNEE OFFICER/AUTHORIZED
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