
TENNESSEE-WESTERN KENTUCKY CONFERENCE  
2025-2026 NOMINATIONS 

 
Resident Bishop: David Graves  
Conference Secretary: Jefferson Furtado  
Treasurer/Statistician: Mark Hagewood  
Lay Leader: Janice McCallen  
Chancellor/Parliamentarian: Lisa Carson  
Associate Chancellor:  Zack McMillen 
 

CONNECTIONAL TABLE 
 
Team Leader: David Graves 
Facilitator/Assistant to the Bishop: Vona Wilson 
Facilitator/ Connectional Ministry Officer: Melinda Young Britt  
Administrative Strategy Team Leader: Leslie Hotzfeld  
Connect Strategy Team Leader: Carlisle Jones 
Equip Strategy Team Leader: Bethany Huffman  
Communications Strategy Team Leader: Brian Sigmon 
Lay Leader: Janice McCallen 
Dean of the Cabinet: Pat Freudenthal 
Discover-Send Strategy Team Leaders: Toi King 
General Conference Delegate: Josh Shaw 
Conference Treasurer/Statistician: Mark Hagewood 
Director of Communications: Amy Hurd, APR 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson  
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRATEGY TEAM 
  
Leader: Leslie Hotzfeld 
 

T.J. Dixon  David Hayes  Abe Zimmerman
  
Director of Administrative Services: Mark Hagewood 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Class of 2026   Raúl Alegría, Haley Robinson  
Class of 2027  Jim Grove, Larry Newton, Edna Lee Borders 
Class of 2028  Don Terry, Jackson Henry, Leticia Mayberry-Wright 
Class of 2029  Gale Sharp, Martha Brooke Martin, Darryl Humphrey 

 
Cabinet Representative: BJ Brack 
Assistant to the Bishop: Vona Wilson 
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood 
Chancellor: Lisa Carson 
  



COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION (CFA) 
 
Officers:  John Pearce, President 
 

Class of 2026   Marianne Taylor, Mona Miller, Kylene McDonald, Anita Ransom  
Class of 2027  Sue Engle, Zach Moffatt, Mary Kate Myers, Michael Waldrop 
Class of 2028  Brenda Harlan, Kate Hinson, Judy Jones, JL Nave 
Class of 2029  Cary Pappas 

 
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood  
Assistant Treasurer without vote: Clare Wilson 
Bishop without vote: David Graves 
District Superintendent by Cabinet without vote: Vona Wilson  
Connectional Ministry Officer without vote: Melinda Young Britt  
Foundation Director without vote: David Weatherly  
 

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

Officer:  Jathaniel Cavitt, Chair 
 

Mary Alice Carfi   
Tanisha Chinoda 
Graham Matthews 

Gracie Dugan  
Kevin Hostler 
Ken Murray 

Wanda Spencer 

       
CFA Representative: Kylene McDonald  
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood 
Assistant Administrative Officer/Human Resources Specialist: Alice Grunau  
Connectional Ministry Officer: Melinda Young Britt 
Cabinet Representative: Deborah Smith 

 
COMMISSION ON EQUITABLE COMPENSATION 

 
Chair:   John Vaughan 

 
Class of 2026  Roland Scruggs, LaTricia Trull, Thomas Woodard 
Class of 2027  Jolinne Ballentine-Downy 
Class of 2028  Nathan Reed 

 
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood  
Assistant Benefits Officer: Melinda Parker 
Cabinet Representative: Nancy Johnston Varden 

BOARD OF PENSIONS & COMMITTEE ON HEALTH BENEFITS 
 
Chair:   Steve Curry  
Vice Chair:  Donna Spencer 
Secretary: Judy Tyree 
 

Deana Hannah  
Gina Link 
J. Keith Long  
Andy Morris  

Ronnie Peck 
Sheila Peters  
Michael Thomas   
Judy Tyree 

Annette Vaughan 
Emily Walker  

   
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood  
Assistant Benefits Officer: Melinda Parker 
Cabinet Representative: Jerry Wallace  



COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY 
 
Chair:   Timothy Holton  
        

William Bowen  
Rob Dunbar 
Joseph Geary 
Richard Griffin  

J. Gullett 
Lyn Hoyt  
Marie C. King  
Thomas J. Milam 

Martin McCain, Sr. 
Diantha McLeod 
Jim Overcast 
Carese Parker 

 
Conference Archivist: Gratia Strother 
Conference Historian & Strother’s Meetinghouse Curator: David Martin  
Asbury-Babb Curator: Phil Hodge 
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood  
Research Specialist: Kevin Crawford 
General Commission on Archives and History Representative: Jerome King Del Pino 
 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
 

Chair:   Melba Mitchell  
 

Krislyn Durham  
Linda Furtado  

Matthew Kelley  
Eva Lang  

 
Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood  
Annual Conference Design Team Chair: Amy Hurd 
Conference Secretary: Jefferson Furtado 
Conference Chancellor: Lisa Carson 
Cabinet Representative: Vona Wilson 
 

COMMITTEE ON STANDING RULES REVIEW 
 
Chair:   JV Thompson  
 

Wayne Davis  
 David Hill  
  

Zak Kelley 
Joanna Newberry 

  

Susanne Tropez-Sims  

Director of Administrative Services/Treasurer: Mark Hagewood 
Conference Design Team Chair: Amy Hurd 
Conference Secretary: Jefferson Furtado 
Conference Chancellor: Lisa Carson  
 

EQUIP STRATEGY TEAM 
 

Leader:   Bethany Huffman 
 

Georgia Dawson  
Heather Harriss  

Steven Lefebvre 
 Christine Penner 

William Parker 

   
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
Research Specialist: Kevin Crawford  

 

 



BOARD OF ORDAINED MINISTRY (BOM) 
 
Officers:  Mary Beth Bernheisel, Chair 
  Regina Hall, Vice Chair 
  Delores Smith, Secretary 
  Birgitte Thaarup French, Licensing School Dean 
  Roger Brown, BOMEC Chair 
  Luther Ray Chandler, Continuing Formation and Education Chair 
  Mark Hagewood, Ministerial Education Fund Chair/Treasurer 
  Russell M Morrow, Candidacy & Ministerial Recruitment Team 
  Travis Penney, Residence in Ministry Chair 
  Lenior H. Culbertson, Conference Relations Committee Chair 
  OPEN, Chair of the Order of Elders 
  OPEN, Chair of the Order of Deacons 
  OPEN, Chair of the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
  Jeffrey Martin Rudy, Parliamentarian 
  Jefferson M. Furtado, BOM Registrar 
         
April Dawn Arnold 
Kathy Simpson Barker 
Mary Beth Bernheisel 
Helen Bond 
Roger Presley Brown 
Kimi Brown 
Harriet Jean Bryan 
Jim Capps 
Luther Ray Chandler 
Sandra Leatherwood Clay 
Keri Cress 
LeNoir H. Culbertson 
Liz Dover 
Devona S. Dunn 
Timm Lee Fair 
Birgitte Thaarup French 
Regina Girten 
J. Dan Gullett 
Gil Hanke 

Brenda Harlan 
Jimmy Hendricks 
Francis DeSales Hennessey 
Maggie Jarrell 
Theresa Johnson 
Adam Jones 
Toi King 
Teena King 
Jonathan Chambers Lewis 
Amy Martin 
Graham Matthews 
Martin McCain 
Sam McGlothlin 
Diantha McLeod 
Virgina Mohundro 
Lanita Monroe 
Russell Morrow 
Bo Myers 
Bruce Myers 

Holly Neal 
Travis Penney 
Erin Racine 
Jeffrey Martin Rudy 
Glenese Scales 
Chris Seifert 
Delores Smith 
Paula B. Smith 
David Ssebulime 
Mozell Starks 
Cynthia Talley 
Marilyn Thornton 
Carlos Uroza 
Tommy Vann 
Vicki Wallace 
Amanda Hartman-
Westmoreland 
Kevin Wheatley 

         
Caney Fork River District dCOM Chair: OPEN 
Cumberland River District dCOM Chair: Regina Hall 
Harpeth River District dCOM Chair: Kevin Marston 
Metro District dCOM Chair: Tondala Hayward 
Mississippi River/Tennessee River District dCOM Chair: OPEN  
Purchase District dCOM Chair: Jeffrey Rudy 
Red River District dCOM Chair: Cynthia Talley 
Stones River District dCOM Chair: Teresa Johnson 
 
Cabinet Representative: Pat Freudenthal 
 

CONFERENCE RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Chair:   LeNoir H. Culbertson 
 

Brenda J Harlan 
Harriet Bryan 
Cynthia Talley 

Francis DeSales 
Hennessey 
Bo Myers 

Chris Seifert 
Tommy Vann 



 
BOARD OF LAITY 

 
Lay Leader/Chair: Janice McCallen 
Director of Lay Servant Ministries: Tom Lee  
Scouting Coordinator: TBD 
President of UWF: Karen Saunders 
UWF member: Deborah Poole 
UWF member: Katie Harris 
Co-President of UMM: Bill Bowen 
Co-President of UMM: OPEN  
UMM member: TBD 
UMM member: TBD 
President United Methodist Young Adults: TBD 
UM Young Adult Member: TBD  
UM Young Adult Member: TBD  
President UMYF: TBD 
UMYF Member: TBD 
UMYF Member: TBD 
Youth Member: TBD 
Youth Member: TBD 
Lay Member: TBD 
Lay Member: TBD 
Lay Member: TBD  
Caney Fork River District Lay Leader: Michael Lorance 
Cumberland River District Lay Leader: Byron Kanaday  
Harpeth River District Lay Leader: Jeannetta Hill  
Metro District Lay Leader: Mildred Taylor  
Mississippi River District Lay Leader: Justin Crice  
Purchase District Lay Leader: Jim Capps  
Red River District Lay Leader: Bruce Myers  
Stones River District Lay Leader: John Carney  
Tennessee River District Lay Leader: Ross Hunt  

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAMPUS MINISTRY 
 
Chair:   Susan Graham   
 

Ken Claud 
Kathy Conrad 
Bryant Fisher 
Lora Jean Gowan 
Regina Hall 

Dietrick Kirk 
Steven Lee 
Janie Luna 
Sarah McCormick 
Blake Moore 

Katie Minnis 
April Scales 
April Thompson

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
Treasurer/Director of Admin Services: Mark Hagewood 
Cabinet Representative: Adam Kelchner 
 
  



 
BOARD OF CAMP AND RETREAT MINISTRIES 

 
Chair:   John Hill 
 

Judy Coursey 
Amanda Diamond 
April Grippo 
Jedediah Hanes 
Gary Hawkins 

Bill Howell 
Tom Pierce 
Justin Ramer 
Mike Smith 
Carrie Sherrill 

Vin Walkup 
Jamie Weakley 
Adele White 

 
Ex-Officio: 
Executive Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries, Director of Cedar Crest Camp: Russell Casteel  
Director of Beersheba Springs Assembly: Sarah Ratz 
Cabinet Representative: Nancy Johnston Varden 
Connectional Ministry Officer: Melinda Young Britt 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson  
Treasurer/Director of Office of Administrative Services: Mark Hagewood 
 

COMMITTEE ON SAFE SPACES 
 
Chair:   Marilyn Dupree  
 

Raul Alegira 
Lisa Carson 
Lee R. Dotson 

Hannah Pratt 
Jeff Koch 
Jonathan Lewis 

Michael Wallace 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson  
Cabinet Representative: BJ Brack   
Director Of Administrative Services: Mark Hagewood 
 

SAFE SANCTUARY SUB-TEAM 
 

Chair:   Hannah Pratt 
 

Joanna Cummings 
Stacey Haralson 

John Harding 
Beth Morris  

Lucinda Sharp 

 
Encore Ministries Representative: Lisa Harper 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Chair:   Jordan Littrell  
 

Russell Casteel 
Andrew Connell 
TJ Debnam 
Allison Doyle 

Mary Catherine Lowe 
Colin Moore 
Mary Kate Myers 
John Roberts 

Mandy Rogers 
Josh Shaw 
Ryan Willette 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
 
  



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COHORT  
 

Gracie Dugan 
Tracy Evers 
Betsy Haley 
Janet Haynes 

Theresa Franklin-Hill 
Maggie Jarrell 
Audrey Jordan 
Colin Moore 

Jessica Platt 
Hannah Pratt 
Jeff Roberts 
Kelsey Sledge 

 
CONNECT STRATEGY TEAM 

 
Leader:  Carlisle Jones 
 

Amy Martin 
John Purdue 

Ruth Ann Roberts 
Harold Turks 

Darren Wright 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson  
 

COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE (CORR) 
 
Chair:   Erin Beasley  
 

Raúl Alegría  
Dean Emerson 
Tom Fuerst 
Stephen Handy 

Wilson Jackson 
Diantha S. McLeod 
Sammy Tillman 
Susanne Tropez-Sims 

Bo Walker 
Michael Walker 
 

   
Black Methodists For Church Renewal Representative: Keith Caldwell 

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS AND ROLE OF WOMEN (COSROW) 
 
Chair:   Sarah McWhirt-Toler  
 

Shelby Bowles 
Carol Cavin-Dillon 
Sandra Clay 
Ellie Crain 

Michael Draper 
Jackie Gardner 
Sarah McCain 
Larry Newton 

Joy Weathersbee 
Elizabeth Williams 
Patti Zimmerman 

 
General Commission on Status and Role of Women Representative: Sam McGlothlin 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
Cabinet Representatives: Pat Freudenthal and Nancy Johnston Varden  

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
 
Chair:   Keri Cress  
 

Andy Binford 
Ben Boone 
Eric Bronkala 
Russell Casteel 
Larry Chitwood 
Mary Foust 
Jedediah Hanes 

Stacey Harwell-Dye 
Keller Hawkins 
Timothy Holton 
Jim Hughes 
Dale Mathis 
Eric Mayle 
John Melick 

Peter Millett 
Monica Mowdy 
Carrie Sherrill 
Shelby Slowey 
Austin Teegarden  
Don Terry 
Davis Turner 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson   
Mission Coordinator for Social Action of the UWF: Melba Mitchell 



CREATION CARE 
 
Co-Chair:  Ann Cover 
Co-Chair:  Gregory Waldrop 
Funding & Fundraising:  Paul Slentz, Tom Smedley  
Ministry Coordinator:  Daniel Joranko  
 

Andy Binford 
Shelby Bowles 
Joseph Boyd 
Tim Brewster 
Kendra Capps 

Russell Casteel 
Mary Beth Eberle 
Wendy Knight 
Gary Lawson Sr. 
Neil Letson 

Scott Murray 
Debbie Owens 
Averi Simmons 
John Varden 
Crys Zinkiewicz 

 
DISASTER RESPONSE 

 
Chair:  Donna Parramore 
 

Rebecca Gwynn-Dixon 
Karastin Hancock 
Eric Limbo 

Josh McClurkan 
Glenese Scales 
HG Stovall 

Susanne Tropez-Sims 
Gary Wedgwood 

 
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator: Robert Craig  
UMCOR: Angela Oversetreet 
Caney Fork River District Representative: Tim Bodey  
Cumberland River District Representative: OPEN  
Harpeth River District Representative: David Lay  
Metro District Representative: OPEN 
Mississippi River District Representative: OPEN  
Purchase District Representative: John Varden 
Red River District Representative: OPEN  
Stones River District Representative: Sally Millsap  
Tennessee River District Representative: OPEN  
 
Episcopal Office: Brandi Galbraith 
Cabinet Representative: Rickey Wade  

 
ETHNIC LOCAL CHURCH CONCERNS (ELCC) 

 
Chair:    Sharlet Panhalkar  
 

Myriam Cortes 
Debbie Fitzhugh 

Mary T. Newman 
Jerome Scales Jr.  

Rose Taylor 

 
Cabinet Representative: Rickey Wade 

COMMITTEE ON HISPANIC-LATINO-INDIGENOUS MINISTRIES 

Chair:    Myriam Cortes  
 

Jorge Berrios 
Luz Campos 
Joel Ceneno 
Goyo De la Cruz 

Fabiana Oliveira 
Donna Parramore 
Alma Pérez 
John Purdue 

Lilia Ramirez 
Fabian Valiterra

     
Cabinet Representatives:  Rickey Wade 



COMMITTEE ON NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES (CONAM)  
 
Chair:   Mary T. Newman  
 

Pat Bryan 
Wes Bryan 
Goyo De La Cruz 
Debbie Fitzhugh 

Margie Hesson 
Jeffrey Hobbs 
Teryl Loftis 
Hugh Lowe 

Debbie Neely 
Debi Walker 

 
United Women in Faith Representative: Melissa Turrentine  
 

ANTI-RACISM COALITION 
 

Co-Chair:  Larry Chitwood   
Co-Chair:  Bill Gibson 
 

Ben Boone 
Sherrie Cavin 
Keith Caldwell 
Cynthia Davis 
Aaron Dennis 

Allison Gossett 
Stephen Handy 
Tondala Hayward 
Stacey Harwell-Dye 
Toi King 

Ingrid McIntyre 
Hope Peppers 
Jerome Scales, Jr. 
Deborah Smith 

 
Faith and Innovation 

 
Faith and Innovation Guide Team  

 
Chair:   Sally Oglesby 
Chaplain:  Vona Wilson  
 

Daniel Chinoda 
Kristin Clark-Banks 
Aaron Dennis 
Mary Beth Hagan 

Bud Hamilton 
Brian Marcoulier 
W. Kirk Michael  
Carlos Uroza 

John Weaver 
Ellen Zinkiewicz 

 
Connectional Ministry Officer: Melinda Young Britt  
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 

 
Faith and Innovation Mission Spark 

 
Chair:   Ellen Zinkiewicz 
Chaplain:  Brian Marcoulier 
 

BJ Brack 
David Martin 

Lynn Patterson 
Benny Weakley 

Dane Wood 

 
Research Specialist: Kevin Crawford 
Treasurer/Director of Administrative Services: Mark Hagewood 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson  
Vine UMC Member: OPEN 
 
  



Faith and Innovation Thriving Congregations 
 

Chair:  Mary Beth Hagan 
Chaplain:  Kristin Clark Banks 
 

Nick Baird-Chrisohon 
Luke Lea 

Jim Melrose 
Amy Moritz 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
Vine UMC Member: Stephen Handy 
 

Faith and Innovation Developing Innovators 
 
Chair:   OPEN 
Chaplain:  OPEN 
 

Brady Banks 
Joe Dunn 

Neelley Hicks 
Sheila Peters 

Adam Rush 
Bo Thomas 

 
Director of Operations, Connectional Ministries: Courtney Lawson 
District Superintendent: Jefferson Furtado 
Vine UMC: Sean Stanfield  

 
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING GUIDE TEAM 

 
Chair:   Courtney Lawson 
Chaplain:  Marie C. King 
 

Melinda Young Britt 
Roger Brown 
Renee Dillard 
Keller Hawkins 

Timothy Holton 
Amy J. Hurd 
Audrey Jordan 
Ken Murray 

Melinda Parker 
Nancy Johnston 
Varden  

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY TEAM 
 
Chair:   Brian Sigmon 
 

Rachel Hagewood 
Megan McInnis 
Holly Neal 

Jerrell Nelson 
Sarah Ratz 
Robin Stanfield 

Penny Story 

  
Director of Communications: Amy Hurd, APR  
Digital Media Specialist: Jonathan Stallings  
Episcopal Office Representative: Brandi Galbraith 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DESIGN TEAM 
 
Chair/Coordinator: Amy Hurd, APR 
Conference Secretary: Jefferson Furtado  
Assistant Treasurer: Clare Wilson  
Assistant to the Bishop: Vona Wilson 
Administrative Assistant: Joanna Newberry 

Chancellor: Lisa Carson 
Lay Leader: Janice McCallen 
Episcopal Liaison: Brandi Galbraith 
Connectional Ministries Officer: Melinda Britt 
Digital Media Specialist: Jonathan Stallings 

 
  



EPISCOPAL OFFICE TEAMS 
 

CABINET ECUMENICAL OFFICER: Nancy Johnston Varden  
 

COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY 
 
Officers:  Bryan Brooks, Chair 
  Janice McCallen, Secretary/Conference Lay Leader 
  Paula Grout, Residency Chair 
 

Janie Luna  
Jeff McCormick  
  

Mona Miller   
Michele Morton   
 

Deb Suddarth 
Annette Vaughan

SEJ Clergy Delegate: Harriet Bryan 
SEJ Lay Delegate: Josh Shaw 
General Conference Lay Delegate (Legacy TN):  Jim Allen 
General Conference Lay Delegate (Legacy Memphis): David Reed 
General Conference Clergy Delegate (Legacy Memphis): Rob Martin 

EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE COMMITTEE 
 

Chair: Paula Grout 
Council on Finance and Administration Designee: Mona Miller  
Conference Board of Trustees Designee: Jackson Henry 
Consultant: Brandi Galbraith  
 

COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE NOMINATIONS 
 
Chair:   Bishop David Graves  
 

Will Clark   
Myriam Cortes   
Linda Furtado  
   

Susan Graham 
Amanda Hartmann 
Westmoreland 
 

Janice McCallen   
Cliff Steger  
  

Cabinet Representative: Nancy Johnston Varden  
Cabinet Representative: Pat Freudenthal  
Connectional Ministries Officer: Melinda Young Britt 
Ministry Associate: Courtney Lawson 
Assistant to the Bishop: Vona Wilson 
 

COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS  
 

Chair:   Ann Cover 
 

LAY      CLERGY 
Mary Alice Carfi     Will Clark 
Jeff McCormick     Kevin Presley 
Annette Vaughan    Nan Zoller 

  
ALTERNATES, LAY   ALTERNATES, CLERGY 
Michael Adkins    Allison Gilliam 
Ellie Crain    Steven Lee 
Laura Hunt     
Amy Moritz      
John Sparks 
Thomas Woodard 



 
COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS (DIACONAL) 

DIACONAL MINISTERS OR LAY 
 

Liz Shadbolt, chair 
Whitney Simpson 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 

       ALTERNATES 
John Hill, Chair    Scott Alford 
Donna Parramore    Gary Wedgewood 


